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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ES.1 Introduction

The Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Sanitation Districts), as the Lead Agency
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines
(CEQA Guidelines), has prepared this Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) to provide
the public and pertinent agencies with information about the potential effects on the local and
regional environment associated with the San Gabriel River Watershed Project to Reduce River
Discharge in Support of Increased Recycled Water Reuse (proposed project). The Sanitation
Districts are proposing to incrementally reduce surface water discharges of recycled water from
five water reclamation plants (WRPs), including the San Jose Creek WRP, the Pomona WRP, the
Whittier Narrows WRP, the Los Coyotes WRP, and the Long Beach WRP, each of which
currently discharges into the San Gabriel River or its tributaries: San Jose Creek and/or Coyote
Creek. The diverted water would supply recycled water programs implemented by other agencies.
The proposed reduction in surface water discharges would occur over time and would not involve
any construction activities or other physical changes to the environment other than the decreased
volume of discharge.

As described in Section 15121(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, this Draft EIR is intended to serve as
an informational document for pertinent public agency decision makers. Accordingly, this Draft
EIR has been prepared to identify the significant environmental effects of the proposed project,
identify mitigation measures to minimize significant effects, and consider reasonable project
alternatives. The environmental impact analyses in this Draft EIR are based on a variety of
sources, including agency consultation, technical studies, and field surveys.

ES.2 Background

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County

The Sanitation Districts are a public agency created under state law to manage wastewater and
solid waste on a regional scale and consist of 24 independent special districts serving
approximately 5.6 million people in Los Angeles County. The Sanitation Districts’ service area
covers approximately 850 square miles and encompasses 78 cities and unincorporated territory
within Los Angeles County. The Sanitation Districts operate 10 WRPs and the Joint Water
Pollution Control Plant. Seventeen sanitation districts provide sewerage services in the
metropolitan Los Angeles area are signatory to a Joint Outfall Agreement that provides for the
regional, interconnected systems of facilities known as the Joint Outfall System (JOS).

San Gabriel River Watershed Project to Reduce River Discharge
In Support of Increased Recycled Water Reuse ES-1 ESA / D170647.08
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Executive Summary

The service area of the JOS encompasses 73 cities and unincorporated territory, providing sewage
treatment, reuse, and ocean disposal for residential, commercial, and industrial wastewater. Under
the Joint Outfall Agreement, Sanitation District No. 2 of Los Angeles County has been appointed
managing authority over the JOS.

The three major rivers in the JOS service area are the Rio Hondo, Los Angeles, and San Gabriel.
The Rio Hondo flows southwest from its headwaters at the Sawpit Dam into the Los Angeles
River, which discharges into the Pacific Ocean. The San Gabriel River flows southwesterly from
its headwaters in the San Gabriel Mountains and forms a tidal prism before discharging into the
Pacific Ocean at Seal Beach. The tidal prism of the San Gabriel River is the area within the river
where freshwater from upstream sources mixes with salt water from the Pacific Ocean.

These three rivers are part of Los Angeles County’s flood control system and are thus highly
modified to ensure adequate capacity to manage flood risk. In addition to flood control, the rivers
are also operated for the purpose of conserving as much of the storm and other waters as
practicable. The use of water conservation facilities or spreading grounds adjacent to river
channels and in soft-bottom channels permits water to be captured and percolate into groundwater
basins for later pumping. These groundwater recharge facilities are located in areas where the
underlying soils are composed of permeable formations and in hydraulic connection with the
underlying aquifer.

Despite the highly modified nature of the rivers, wildlife habitat does exist in some areas. This
habitat has been supported in part by discharges of treated effluent from the Sanitation Districts’
water reclamation facilities. Reductions in treated effluent discharges could affect these habitats
by reducing water available to plants and animals in or near the river.

Water Reclamation Facilities

The Sanitation Districts operate five water reclamation plants (WRPs) in the San Gabriel River
watershed, including the San Jose Creek WRP, the Pomona WRP, the Whittier Narrows WRP,
the Los Coyotes WRP, and the Long Beach WRP, each of which currently discharges into the
San Gabriel River or its tributaries: San Jose Creek and/or Coyote Creek. The WRPs produce
recycled water for beneficial reuse and are permitted to discharge recycled water into the San
Gabriel River and its tributaries. The WRPs were constructed primarily to intercept domestic
sewage, treat it to tertiary standards and make it available for reuse in close proximity to
demands. Discharges are used for either incidental groundwater percolation, conveyance to
downstream groundwater recharge facilities, or to dispose of excess treated water to the ocean via
concrete lined channel. Because the WRPs were built before infrastructure needed to convey and
distribute the recycled water existed, there has always been a need to discharge excess treated
water to receiving waters. Excess treated water that does not percolate to groundwater flows to
the Pacific Ocean.

San Jose Creek Water Reclamation Plant

The San Jose Creek WRP is located at 1965 Workman Mill Road, in unincorporated Los Angeles
County, adjacent to the City of Whittier at the confluence of San Jose Creek and the San Gabriel

San Gabriel River Watershed Project to Reduce River Discharge
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River. The San Jose Creek WRP consists of two independently operated treatment plants: San
Jose Creek East (SJCE) on the east side of the Interstate 605 Freeway and San Jose Creek West
(SJCW) on the west side of I-605 near the intersection of California State Route 60 Freeway
(CA-60). The SJCE and SJCW facilities have a design capacity of 62.50 million gallons per day
(MGD) and 37.50 MGD, respectively, resulting in a combined treatment capacity of 100.00
MGD for the San Jose Creek WRP.

The San Jose Creek WRP serves a large residential population of approximately one million
people. In 2018, the San Jose Creek WRP generated approximately 51.00 MGD of disinfected
tertiary recycled water, most of which was beneficially reused. The facility supplied
approximately 50.40 MGD of recycled water to over 170 different sites, including for reuse at
groundwater recharge sites, industrial facilities, and irrigation at parks, schools, and greenbelts.
The San Jose Creek WRP discharges an average of approximately 9.48 MGD of recycled water to
the San Jose Creek and an average of approximately 25.10 MGD to the San Gabriel River.

Pomona Water Reclamation Plant

The Pomona WRP is located at 295 Humane Way in the City of Pomona. The plant occupies
14 acres northeast of the intersection of CA-60 and the California State Route 57 Freeway
(CA-57). The original plant, known as the Tri-City Plant, was owned by the cities of Pomona,
Claremont, and La Verne. It was placed into operation in July 1926, with reuse beginning in
1927. The Sanitation Districts took over operations in 1966. Today, the Pomona WRP provides
primary, secondary and tertiary treatment for up to 15.00 MGD and serves a population of
approximately 130,000 people. The Pomona WRP discharges an average of approximately 3.27
MGD of recycled water to the South Fork of the San Jose Creek.

Whittier Narrows Water Reclamation Plant

The Whittier Narrows WRP is located at 301 North Rosemead Boulevard in the City of El Monte.
The plant occupies 27 acres south of the CA-60. The plant was originally constructed for the
purpose of demonstrating the feasibility of large-scale water reclamation and recycled water use
for groundwater recharge. The original plant was placed in operation on July 26, 1962 and
consisted of primary sedimentation and secondary treatment with activated sludge. Today, the
Whittier Narrows WRP provides primary, secondary and tertiary treatment for up to 15.00 MGD
and serves a population of approximately 150,000 people. The Whittier Narrows WRP discharges
to both the Rio Hondo/Los Angeles River watershed and the San Gabriel River watershed. The
Whittier Narrows WRP discharges an average of approximately 1.19 MGD to the San Gabriel
River. The Whittier Narrows WRP discharges approximately 4.60 MGD to the Rio Hondo and its
tributaries.

The State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) 1211 Order WW0098 for the change in
place of use, purpose of use and quantity of treated wastewater currently discharged to the Rio
Hondo and the San Gabriel River was approved in December 2018. The Whittier Narrows WRP
is included in this Draft EIR for evaluation of cumulative impacts of reduced discharges of
recycled water to the San Gabriel River Watershed. Reductions to the Rio Hondo/Los Angeles
River watershed, if proposed, would be a separate and distinct project and the environmental
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impacts of those reductions would be considered in a separate CEQA document. However, the
Sanitation Districts do not anticipate reductions to the Rio Hondo/Los Angeles River watershed.

Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant

The Los Coyotes WRP is located at 16515 Piuma Avenue in the City of Cerritos and occupies

34 acres at the northwest junction of the I-605 and the California State Route 91 Freeway
(CA-91). Of the 34 acres, 20 are occupied by the Iron Wood Nine Golf Course, which is built on
adjoining Sanitation Districts’ property. The plant was placed in operation on May 25, 1970, with
an initial capacity of 12.50 MGD, and consisted of primary treatment and secondary treatment
with activated sludge. Today, the Los Coyotes WRP provides primary, secondary and tertiary
treatment for up to 37.50 MGD and serves a population of approximately 370,000 people. An
average of approximately 17.00 MGD is discharged to the San Gabriel River.

Long Beach Water Reclamation Plant

The Long Beach WRP is located at 7400 E. Willow Street in the City of Long Beach. The plant
occupies 17 acres west of the 1-605 and began operation in 1973. The Long Beach WRP provides
primary, secondary and tertiary treatment for up to 25.00 MGD and serves a population of
approximately 250,000 people. An average of approximately 6.72 MGD is discharged to the
Coyote Creek.

Montebello Forebay

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works owns and operates an extensive system of
flood control and groundwater recharge facilities along the San Gabriel River and Rio Hondo that
make up the Montebello Forebay Groundwater Recharge Project. The Montebello Forebay,
located just south of Whittier Narrows and an area in the northern part of the Central
Groundwater Basin (Central Basin), is a valuable area for groundwater recharge due to its highly
permeable soils which allow deep percolation of surface waters. The Rio Hondo Coastal
Spreading Grounds (RHSG) and the San Gabriel Coastal Spreading Grounds (SGSG), which
comprise the Montebello Forebay, and the lower San Gabriel River spreading area comprise the
Montebello Forebay recharge facilities. Both spreading grounds use Sanitation Districts’ recycled
water, water imported from the State Water Project, and rainwater to recharge the groundwater
basin through percolation. The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works notes that
operations at these facilities recharge an average of approximately 150,000 acre-feet (AF) (134.00
MGD) of water annually.

The RHSG, the largest spreading facility of Los Angeles County, covers approximately 570
acres. Water is diverted from the Rio Hondo by use of three large radial gates. The Los Angeles
County Department of Public Works operates a connection channel between the San Gabriel
River and the Rio Hondo within the Whittier Narrows Recreational Area known as the Zone 1
Ditch. This channel can convey San Gabriel River water to the RHSG.

The SGSG are approximately 128 acres. Recycled water is conveyed to the spreading grounds via
the San Jose Creek Outfall Pipeline (SJC Outfall Pipeline). The SJIC Outfall Pipeline has a
discharge point at the head of the SGSG facility that is capable of discharging treated recycled
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water to the San Gabriel river or the spreading grounds, or diverting water from the San Gabriel
River into the spreading grounds.

The Interconnection Pipeline is used to allow for gravity flow of water from the RHSG to the
SGSG or pumping of water from the SGSGs to the RHSGs. The operation of the Interconnection
Pipeline optimizes the flows into each spreading facility and maximizes groundwater recharge.

The lower San Gabriel River, from Whittier Narrows Dam to North of Firestone Boulevard, also
allows spreading by percolation through its unlined bottom. Seven inflatable rubber dams have
been installed to increase spreading capacity along this portion of the river.

ES.3 Project Objectives

The objectives of the proposed project are as follows:

e Consistent with State law and policy, support increased recycled water use through
maximizing the availability of treated effluent that would otherwise be discharged to flood
control channels within the San Gabriel River watershed; and

e Sustain or, if feasible, enhance sensitive habitats that have benefitted from historical treated
effluent discharges to the San Gabriel River watershed through more efficient discharges
from Sanitation Districts’ WRPs.

ES.4 Project Description

Relationship of Project to Recycled Water Programs

The proposed project would facilitate the increased use of recycled water consistent with state
law and policy, including Water Code Sections 461, 13500 et seq., and 13575 et seq.;
Government Code Section 65601 et seq.; the SWRCB’s Policy for Water Quality Control for
Recycled Water (Recycled Water Policy); and the Executive Order issued by the Governor on
April 25, 2014. The Executive Order promotes the development of recycled water to serve areas
in need and encourages the SWRCB to expedite requests to change water permits to enable those
deliveries. The Sanitation Districts are proposing to submit one Wastewater Change Petition per
WRP pursuant to California Water Code Section 1211 to change the place and purpose of use of
recycled water, while maintaining sensitive habitat supported by historic effluent discharges. A
total of four petitions will be submitted, one each for the San Jose Creek WRP, the Pomona WRP,
the Los Coyotes WRP, and the Long Beach WRP.

In its Recycled Water Policy, the SWRCB has set a goal of increasing the use of recycled water
to 1.5 million acre-feet (MAF) per year by 2020 and to 2.50 MAF per year by 2030. One of the
SWRCB’s goals is to substitute as much recycled water for potable water as possible by 2030.
“The purpose of the [Board’s Recycled Water Policy] is to encourage the safe use of recycled
water from wastewater sources....” (SWRCB 2018).

San Gabriel River Watershed Project to Reduce River Discharge
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Discharge Operation Modifications

The Sanitation Districts are proposing to incrementally reduce surface water discharges of
recycled water from the San Jose Creek WRP, the Pomona WRP, the Whittier Narrows WRP, the
Los Coyotes WRP, and the Long Beach WRP. The Sanitation Districts are not proposing to
construct any new facilities, and the incremental reductions in surface water discharges can be
accomplished without modification to the existing discharge facilities. The proposed use of the
recycled water would be implemented by water agencies that distribute recycled water and other
recycled water users over time and would depend on future needs for recycled water produced by
the Sanitation Districts. Construction of future facilities, if applicable, would be provided by
proponents of other projects and is not a part of the proposed project. The Sanitation Districts will
continue to maintain the ability to discharge treated water at the same surface water points but
anticipates lower quantities.

Table ES-1 below summarizes the existing and proposed future annual daily average discharges
for each treatment plant. A brief description of this information is provided below Table ES-1.
The locations of the five WRPs are shown in Figure 2-1, of Chapter 2, Project Description, of
this Draft EIR.

e The San Jose Creek WRP surface water discharge is currently rotated between five discharge
locations within the San Gabriel River Watershed. The use of the discharge locations is
irregular throughout the year and varies year-to-year, depending on the availability of
groundwater recharge facilities, channel maintenance activities, and other operational
activities. Under the proposed project, discharges from the San Jose Creek WRP at discharge
point SJC002 would be reduced from an annual average of approximately 9.48 MGD to a
minimum monthly average of approximately 5.00 MGD. Although the total annual volume
would be reduced, discharges would be timed more efficiently to support sensitive habitats.
The new discharge regime could vary from a consistent 5.00 MGD discharge to a pulsing of
flows. The larger pulses could be needed to move water further downstream than could be
accomplished with consistent flows. The diverted water would be conveyed for beneficial
reuse to groundwater recharge basins or other reuse facilities.

o The Pomona WRP discharges into a concrete-lined portion of San Jose Creek that contains no
sensitive habitat. As San Jose Creek nears the San Gabriel River, the concrete lining gives
way to a soft-bottom reach. Current and historic groundwater upwelling occurs within the
lined portion of San Jose Creek upstream of the transition location between lined and unlined.
The proposed project would result in zero discharge from the Pomona WRP. As shown in
Table ES-1, an average of approximately 3.27 MGD is discharged to the South Fork San Jose
Creek.

e The Whittier Narrows WRP has three discharge locations, two tributary to the Rio Hondo in
the Los Angeles River watershed, and one tributary to the San Gabriel River. A recently
approved modification to discharge from the Whittier Narrows WRP (SWRCB Order
WWO0098) will reduce discharges to the San Gabriel River by approximately one percent
(0.01 MGD). This modification was covered by a separate environmental document
(Sanitation Districts 2018). As shown in Table ES-1, an average of approximately 1.19 MGD
is discharged to the San Gabriel River.
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TABLE ES-1
EXISTING AND PROPOSED FUTURE ANNUAL DAILY AVERAGE DISCHARGES

NPDES Annual

Average Daily Proposed Future
Discharge (MGD) Annual Daily

(Water Years' Average
Treatment Plant 2014-2018) Discharge (MGD) New Purpose of Use
San Jose Creek WRP 5.44 0.00 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point SJC001)
San Jose Creek WRP 7.30 Variable3 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point SIC001A)
San Jose Creek WRP 4.902 Variable3 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point SJC001B)
San Jose Creek WRP 9.48 5.00 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point SJC002)
San Jose Creek WRP 0.04 0.00 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point SJC003)
Pomona WRP 3.27 0.00 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point POMO001)
Whittier Narrows WRP# 1.19 1.185 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point WN0O1)
Los Coyotes WRP 17.00 2.00 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point LC001)
Long Beach WRP 6.72 0.00 Recycled Water Uses Allowed by Title 22
(discharge point LB001)
TOTAL 53.536 8.187

Based on average flow data from Water Years 2014-2018.
Discharge from SJC001B began in March 2016; therefore, Annual Average shown is for Water Years 2017-2018.

Discharge point is used in conjunction with SGSG as part of the Montebello Forebay Groundwater Recharge Project. Actual
discharge from this location may vary with the overall recharge volume consisting of the current volume of approximately 39.50
MGD (44,200 acre-feet per year [AFY]), plus an additional amount diverted from SJC002 as part of the proposed project.

As explained above, the Whittier Narrows WRP discharges to both the Rio Hondo/LA River watershed and the San Gabriel River
watershed. The proposed project and table only assesses changes in discharges to the San Gabriel River watershed. Proposed
reductions to the Rio Hondo/LA River watershed would be a separate and distinct project and the environmental impacts of those
reductions will be considered in a separate CEQA document.

SWRCB’s 1211 Order WWO0098 for the change in place of use, purpose of use and quantity of treated wastewater currently
discharged to the Rio Hondo and the San Gabriel River was approved in December 2018. It is included to evaluate cumulative
impacts.

The total existing annual daily average surface water discharge to all San Jose Creek WRP discharge locations for WY 2014-2018
is 25.35 MGD, which was used for this calculation. Please note that because SJC001B (see Footnote 2 above) has a different
averaging period, the numbers in the table for SJC are not additive.

The proposed future annual daily average surface water discharge is a minimum as the proposed discharge from SJC001A and
SJCO001B are not specified in this table. Refer to notes 2 and 3 above.

SOURCE: Sanitation Districts 2019.

e The Los Coyotes WRP discharges into a concrete-lined portion of the San Gabriel River.
Discharge flow is contained within the low-flow channel of the river under typical dry-
weather conditions. The project proposes to maintain a minimum discharge flow of 2 MGD
to prevent the low-flow channel from going completely dry downstream of the plant. As
shown in Table ES-1, an average of approximately 17.00 MGD is discharged to the San
Gabriel River.
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e The Long Beach WRP discharges into the concrete-lined Coyote Creek approximately 3,000
feet before the start of the San Gabriel River estuary. Urban runoff and natural flows in
Coyote Creek upstream of the Long Beach WRP maintain a consistent flow in the creek at
the discharge location. The project proposes a minimum discharge flow of zero from the
Long Beach WRP. As shown in Table ES-1, an average of approximately 6.72 MGD is
discharged to Coyote Creek.

ES.5 Summary of Impacts

Table ES-2 presents a summary of the impacts and mitigation measures identified for the Draft
EIR. The complete impact statements and mitigation measures are presented in Chapter 3,
Environmental Setting, Impacts and Mitigation Measures, of this Draft EIR. The level of
significance for each impact was determined using significance criteria (thresholds) developed for
each category of impacts; these criteria are presented in the appropriate sections of Chapter 3 of
this Draft EIR. Significant impacts are those adverse environmental impacts that meet or exceed
the significance thresholds; less than significant impacts do not exceed the thresholds. Table ES-2
indicates the measures that will avoid, minimize, or otherwise reduce significant impacts to a less
than significant level.

The proposed project would not be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. Potentially significant
impacts to biological resources have been identified at the project level. Mitigation measures have
been incorporated in this Draft EIR to avoid or minimize impacts associated with these resources
to less than significant levels.
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TABLE ES-2

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Significance before

Impacts Mitigation

Significance after

Mitigation Measures Mitigation

3.1 Biological Resources

Impact BIO 3.1-1: The proposed projects could
have a significant impact if they would have a
substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or regional plans, policies,
or regulations, or by the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or United States Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

Potentially Significant

Impact BIO 3.1-2: The proposed projects could
have a significant impact if they would have a
substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in
local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by
the California Department of Fish and Game or
USFWS.

Impact BIO 3.1-3: The proposed projects could
have a significant impact if they would have a
substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means.

Potentially Significant

Potentially Significant

BlO-1: The Sanitation Districts shall implement a discharge operational
scenario that maintains downstream habitat conditions. The District shall
implement the Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) (refer to Appendix H)
to ensure that the quantity and quality of riparian and wetland habitat
currently supported by wastewater discharges is maintained at or above
baseline levels, recognizing that the habitat in the channel may change
naturally in response to long-term changes in surface flows and high
flood events. The District shall coordinate with the USFWS and CDFW in
implementing the AMP. As part of the AMP, data collected during
monitoring will be submitted to USFWS and CDFW for review and
comment. The AMP identifies parameters that would trigger actions to
remedy any effects attributable to the proposed reduced discharges.
Monitored parameters shall include a combination of water stress,
vegetation cover, and structural diversity of vegetation based on
richness, canopy and understory cover, and recruitment. The specific
trigger levels for each parameter shall be included in a Habitat
Monitoring Plan developed in consultation with USFWS and CDFW. If
triggers are reached, specific remedial actions will include resumed
discharges into the river channel sufficient to support the acreage of
habitat sustained by historical discharges.

BlO-2: The Sanitation Districts shall conduct brown-headed cowbird
trapping adjacent to the San Gabriel River channel in areas that are
accessible to Sanitation Districts staff. The trapping shall occur during
the first three years of the initiation of reduced discharges. Additional
cowbird trapping activities shall be implemented subject to need based
on AMP annual reporting.

Less than Significant

Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO- 1 is required. Less than Significant

Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO- 1 is required. Less than Significant

San Gabriel River Watershed Project to Reduce River Discharge
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Impacts

Significance before
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance after
Mitigation

Impact BIO 3.1-4: The proposed projects could
have a significant impact if they would interfere
substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife

nursery sites.

Impact BIO 3.1-5: The proposed projects could
have a significant impact if they would conflict with
any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation

policy or ordinance.

Impact BIO 3.1-6: The proposed projects could
have a significant impact if they would conflict with
provisions of an adopted HCP, NCCP, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat

conservation plan.

3.2 Hydrology and Water Quality

Impact HYDRO 3.2-1: The proposed project
would not violate any water quality standards or
waste discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or ground water

quality.

Impact HYDRO 3.2-2: The proposed project
would not substantially decrease groundwater
supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that the project may
impede sustainable groundwater management of

the basin.

Impact HYDRO 3.2-3: The proposed project
would not substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river or
through the addition of imperious surfaces, in a

manner which would:

result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or

off-site;

substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner which would result

in flooding on- or offsite;

create or contribute runoff water that would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned

Less than Significant

No Impact

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant;
Less than Significant;

Less than Significant;
and

No Impact

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

Less than Significant

No Impact

No Impact

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

Less than Significant;
Less than Significant;

Less than Significant;
and

No Impact
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Significance before

Significance after

Impacts Mitigation Mitigation Measures Mitigation
stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted
runoff; or

. impede or redirect flood flows.

Impact HYDRO 3.2-4: The proposed project No Impact No mitigation measures are required. No Impact

would not result in flood hazard, tsunami, or
seiche zones, risk or release of pollutants due to
project inundation.

Impact HYDRO 3.2-5: The proposed project
would not conflict with or obstruct implementation
of a water quality control plan or sustainable
groundwater management plan.

3.3 Recreation

Impact REC 3.3-1:The proposed project would
not increase the use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilities such
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility
would occur or be accelerated.

Impact REC 3.3-2: The proposed project would
not include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse physical effect on
the environment.

Impact REC 3.3-3: The proposed project would
not substantially or negatively impact recreational
facilities or interfere with existing recreational
activities (e.g., boating, fishing, hiking).

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

No Impact

No Impact

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

No mitigation measures are required.

Less than Significant

Less than Significant

No Impact

No Impact
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ES.6 Areas of Known Controversy

Pursuant to Section 15123(b)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency is required to include
areas of controversies raised by agencies and the public during the public scoping process in the
EIR. Areas of controversy have been identified for the Draft EIR based on comments made
during the 30-day public review period in response to information published in the NOP.
Commenting parties have expressed concern for biological, hydrological and recreational
impacts. These issues have been considered during preparation of this Draft EIR.

ES.7 Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes

Public Resources Code Section 21100(b)(2) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(b) require

that an EIR identify any significant effect on the environment that would be irreversible if the

proposed project is implemented. A project would generally result in a significant irreversible

impact if:

e Primary and secondary impacts (such as roadway improvements that provide access to
previously inaccessible areas, etc.) would commit future generations to similar uses.

e The project would involve a large commitment of nonrenewable resources.

e The project would involve uses in which irreversible damage could result from any potential
environmental accidents associated with the project.

Nonrenewable resources such as steel and other metals cannot be regenerated over time and
therefore, construction projects can often involve a large commitment of nonrenewable resources.
The proposed project does not include the construction of any built facilities that require building
materials; therefore, the implementation of the proposed project would not require the use or
consumption of nonrenewable resources. No impact to nonrenewable sources within the proposed
project region would occur.

In addition, the proposed project would not involve an increase in the commitment of
nonrenewable energy resources. The project proposes to incrementally reduce surface water
discharges of recycled water from five WRPs, each of which currently discharges into the San
Gabriel River or its tributaries: San Jose Creek and/or Coyote Creek. The Sanitation Districts will
continue to maintain the ability to discharge treated water at the same points but anticipate lower
quantities. Energy will continue to be consumed during operation of the proposed project.
However, compared to the existing use of energy by the Sanitation Districts’ facilities, the
incremental reduction in discharge would not require any more energy than baseline operations.
As no construction activities or significant changes in current operations are considered by the
proposed project, project implementation would not result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources. Potential impacts due to these irretrievable and irreversible
commitments of resources would not occur.
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ES.8 Project Alternatives

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, an EIR must describe and compare a
range of reasonable alternatives to a project, or alternative locations for a project, that could
feasibly attain most of the basic project objectives but avoid or substantially lessen any significant
environmental impacts associated with the project. An EIR must consider a reasonable range of
feasible alternatives to facilitate informed decision making and public participation. An EIR need
not consider every conceivable alternative to a project and is not required to consider alternatives
which are infeasible. The lead agency shall select a range of project alternatives and disclose its
reasoning for selecting those alternatives.

Alternatives Selected for Analysis

Two project alternatives were selected for detailed analysis. As concluded in Chapter 3 of this
Draft EIR, the proposed project would not result in any significant impacts. Nonetheless, this
alternatives analysis has been prepared to evaluate other alternatives to compare with the
proposed project to further lessen or avoid environmental impacts of the proposed project. 