Summary Form for Electronic Document Submittal Form F

Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 2018051021

Project Title: |IP_Athos Renewable Energy Project

Lead Agency:_Riverside County Planning Department

Contact Name: Jason Killebrew

Email; JKillebr@rivco.org Phone Number: (951) 955-0314

Project Location;__Desert Center, unincorporated Riverside County
City County

Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

IP Athos LLC is proposing to construct, operate and decommission a 500 MW solar photovoltaic electrical generation
and storage facility, and associated infrastructure to generate and deliver renewable electricity to the statewide electricity
transmission grid at SCE’s Red Bluff Substation. The Project is located on ~3,440 acres across 7 groups of non-
contiguous parcels in the Desert Center area. Approximately 7 miles of the Project’s 11-mile gen-tie transmission line
would traverse federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and would require a Right-of-Way
Grant. The BLM will prepare and rely on its own environmental review document in accordance with NEPA.

The Applicant’s project objectives are: (1) Assist with achieving renewable energy generation goals under Senate Bill
350 and greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals of the California Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32), as amended
by Senate Bill 32 in 2016; (2) Bring living-wage jobs to eastern Riverside County; (3) Minimize environmental impacts
and land disturbance associated with solar development by siting the facility on relatively flat, contiguous lands with high
solar insolation, in close proximity to established utility corridors, existing transmission lines with available capacity to
facilitate interconnection, and road access; (4) Further the purpose of Secretarial Order 3285A1, establishing the
development of environmentally responsible renewable energy as a priority for the Department of the Interior: and (5)
Make the highest and best use of primarily disturbed, retired agricultural land in and around a federal “Solar Energy
Zone” and “Development Focus Area” to generate, store, and transmit affordable, wholesale solar electricity.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Project would result in significant and unmitigable impacts in aesthetics, as well as a cumulatively considerable
contribution to a significant cumulative impact under aesthetics and cultural resources.

--Aesthetics - Potential degradation of the existing visual character would be reduced to less than significant (except in
the immediate vicinity of the gen-tie span of SR-177 and immediately adjacent to Parcel Group C) with implementation of
Mitigation Measures (MM) AES-1 through AES-4, BIO-5, and AQ-1.

--Air Quality - Potential emissions impacts would be less than significant with implementation of MM AQ-1 through AQ-4.
--Biological Resources - Potential impacts would be less than significant with MM BIO-1 through BIO-15.

~-Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources - Potential impacts would be less than significant with
implementation of MM CUL-1 through CUL-13, and MM AES-1 through AES-4. Cumulatively Considerable (Significant)
impacts would remain to the Prehistoric Trails Network Cultural Landscape/Historic District.

--Geology/Soils- Erosion and drainage impacts would be reduced to less than significant with AQ-1, HWQ-1, & HWQ-4.
--Hazards/Hazardous Materials - Potential water and soil contamination impacts from an accidental spill would be less
than significant with implementation of MM HAZ-1 through MM HAZ-3.

--Hydrology/Water Quality - Potential water quantity and quality impacts would be reduced to less than significant with
implementation of MM HWQ-1 through HWQ-5.

--Noise - Potential noise impacts would be less than significant with implementation of MM N-1 through N-4.
--Paleontology - Potential impacts would be less than significant with implementation of MM PAL-1 through PAL-5.
--Transportation - Potential impacts would be less than significant with implementation of MM TRA-1 through TRA-3.
--Energy - Potential energy consumption impacts would be less than significant with MM AQ-2, AQ-3, AQ-4, N-1, TRA-1.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public. '

Riverside County has discussed the Project with California Department of Fish and Wildlife, United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, as well as the State Historic' Preservation Officer (SHPO) and Native American tribes under Assembly
Bill 52 tribal consultation. Based on input received during the public scoping period and at the scoping meeting, concerns
expressed by the public and agencies addressed potential impacts of the project on: aesthetics, agricultural resources,
air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land
use, noise, property access, public services, and traffic and circulation. A scoping report was prepared for the Project in
June 2018. A full copy of the report is provided in EIR Appendix A. Public scoping comments are also summarized in EIR
Section 1.5 (Scoping Comments Summary).

The Draft EIR was distributed directly to agencies, organizations, and interested individuals, and made publicly available
for review and comment from March 8, 2019 to April 24, 2019. '

Ten (10) comment letters were received from agencies, organizations, tribes and the public. Issued raised included
concerns about flooding, property access and value, electric and magnetic fields (EMF), air quality and construction
emissions, odor from dust suppressants, cultural and tribal resources and mitigation, aesthetics, biological resources,
state-owned land, and potential conflicts with existing and approved utilities and land uses. Following consideration of the
comments received during this the Draft EIR comment period, the Final EIR has been prepared and circulated per CEQA
requirements and includes comments received on the Draft EIR, responses to all comments that raise significant
environmental issues, and modifications to the Draft EIR. If revisions were made to the EIR based on the comments, the
revisions are summarized with the response to the specific comment and are indicated in the text of this Final EIR with
strikeout for deletions of text, and in underline for new text.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife




