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CHAPTER 1
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This section provides a summary for the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (Draft
SEIR) for Desert Hot Springs Wind Energy Repowering Project (Project). In addition, this section
provides a summary of the Project, areas of known controversy and issues to be resolved, a
summary of Project alternatives, and a summary of all Project impacts, associated mitigation
measures, and the level of significance after mitigation is applied.

1.1 INTRODUCTION

In 1985, the County of Riverside approved the Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS) 20 Wind
Park Project, which was proposed by Energy Unlimited, Inc. (EUI), on the same Project site, for
the development of 128 65-kilowatt wind turbines. This project was originally constructed in 1984
with 65 wind turbines, with eight additional turbines being added on site a few years later. The
existing on-site facility is currently operating with 69 turbines, as approximately four of the
original turbines have since been decommissioned. The Project site, including the WECS 20 Wind
Park facility, was annexed into the City of Desert Hot Springs (City) in 1994.

The City received applications from EUI in 2000 to install eight new wind turbines within the
existing WECS 20 Wind Park facility. The Conditional Use Permit and accompanying variances
were approved by the City in January 2001. Construction of the eight turbines had not commenced
by the time the permits expired two years after issuance. In 2003, EUI applied with the City to
have the permits reapproved. In 2009, the City certified the WECS 20 Permit Project Final
Environmental Impact Report (WECS 20 FEIR) evaluating the potentially significant
environmental impacts of the proposed eight-turbine project and approved the corresponding
Conditional Use Permit and variance applications.

The potentially significant environmental impacts identified in the WECS 20 FEIR were reduced
to a level considered less than significant through the adoption of mitigation measures that would
avoid or substantially reduce impacts. No significant and unavoidable impacts were identified to
occur in the WECS 20 FEIR. As of this date, the project described and analyzed in the WECS 20
FEIR has not been implemented.

In 2018, the City received an application from Desert Hot Springs Wind, LLC (Project Applicant)
to decommission the existing 69 wind turbines within the WECS 20 Wind Park facility and
construct and operate up to four new wind turbines generally located within and adjacent to
existing footprints of the current wind turbines.

Pursuant to Section 21166 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Public Resources
Code 21000 et seq., and Section 15163(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, the City may choose to prepare
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

a supplement to an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) rather than a subsequent EIR if (1) any of
the conditions described in Section 15162 would require the preparation of a subsequent EIR, and
(2) only minor additions or changes would be necessary to make the previous EIR adequately
apply to the project in the changed situation. In addition, pursuant to Section 15163(b), the
supplement to the EIR need contain only the information necessary to make the previous EIR
adequate for the project as revised.

Given the similarities between the proposed Project and the Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit
project for which the WECS 20 FEIR was prepared, the City has determined that a Supplement to
the previously certified FEIR is the appropriate document to address and evaluate the
environmental effects of the Project. Thus, this Draft SEIR provides minor additions and revisions
to the WECS 20 FEIR to make the WECS 20 FEIR adequate in assessing and disclosing potential
impacts to the physical environment associated with Project. This document provides relevant
information for consideration by decision-makers and the general public. Additionally, this Draft
SEIR fulfills the CEQA environmental review requirements for the proposed Conditional Use
Permit (CUP No. 01-18), Variance (VAR No. 01-18), and waters/wetlands permits required by
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Regional Water
Quiality Control Board.

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION

The approximately 160-acre Project site is located in the southwestern portion of the City of Desert
Hot Springs in western Riverside County. The Project site is bordered by undeveloped land to the
north, south, and west, and Municipal Water District (MWD) facilities to the east. Downtown
Desert Hot Springs is located approximately 6 miles east of the Project site, and the Interstate (I-)
10/State Route (SR-) 62 interchange is located approximately 2.2 miles to the south. Primary
access to the Project site would continue to be provided via an existing private access off
Windhaven Road. The Project site consists of the Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 667-160-001.

1.3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project would produce up to approximately 17 megawatts (MW) of wind energy and would
consist of up to four new wind turbines with a range of approximately 2.0 MW to 4.2 MW in
nameplate capacity per turbine. In addition to the new wind turbines, the Project includes the
following primary components, which are described in detail in the following sub-sections:

e Decommissioning of approximately 69 existing wind turbines and the appropriate
ancillary equipment.

e Construction of new underground collection lines starting at the southernmost new turbine,
heading north, connecting to each of the other three new turbines. From this point, the
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

collection will either continue underground in the center of the existing access road to the
off-site substation (located on APN 516030014) or it will connect to the existing overhead
12-kilovolt collection line system on site that continues to the off-site substation (located
on APN 516030014).

e Construction of temporary and permanent access roads between turbines, as well as
improvements to existing private roadways to accommodate construction and delivery
of equipment.

e Construction of a temporary on-site laydown and parking area.

e |Installation of one new temporary and one new permanent meteorological tower, each up
to approximately 309 feet tall.

e Decommissioning of the new wind turbines at the end of their useful life.
1.4 PROJECT OBJECTIVES
Local Purpose and Need

The Project will replace an existing wind energy facility containing approximately 69 antiquated
wind turbines. Many of these wind turbines have been in operation for approximately 30 years and
consist of several different models and sizes. While most of these wind turbines are still in
operation producing energy, they are much less efficient than current wind turbine technology,
require significant ongoing maintenance, and are generally reaching the end of their intended
lifespan. The Project would significantly improve the energy production capability of the Project
site by deploying new, efficient, state-of-the-art, wind turbine technologies that would generate
more power per wind turbine and require less maintenance compared to the existing wind turbine
facility. The wind energy generation on the Project site would become more reliable for more
consistent energy production with less downtime or loss in energy.

Statewide Purpose and Need

In 2002, California established its Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) Program with the goal of
increasing renewable energy in the state’s electricity mix to 20% by 2010. This standard became
law in September 2006, when Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill (SB) 107. The
2004 Energy Report Update further recommended increasing the target, and Governor
Schwarzenegger’s 2008 Executive Order (EO) S-14-08 increased the goal to 33% by 2020. On
April 12,2011, Governor Jerry Brown signed SB X1-2, which expanded the RPS target established
in SB 107 from 20% by 2010 to a target of 33% by December 2020. The Project would produce
up to 17 megawatts (MW) of wind energy, which would help support California in meeting
established RPS goals.
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By January 1, 2012, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) was required to establish
the quantity of electricity products from eligible renewable energy resources to be procured by
obligated load-serving entities (LSEs), which provide electric service to individual and wholesale
customers, to achieve targets of 20% by December 31, 2013; 25% by December 31, 2016; and
33% by December 31, 2020. In addition to the obligated load-serving entities covered by SB 107,
SB X1-2 applies the RPS requirements to local, publicly owned electric utilities.

SB 350, known as the Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act of 2015, increased the RPS target
from 33% to 50% by December 31, 2030. CPUC would be responsible for enforcement of the RPS for
investor-owned utilities, electric service providers, and community choice aggregators, while the
California Energy Commission and the California Air Resources Board will enforce the requirements
for local, publicly owned electric utilities.

Senate Bill 100

Senate Bill 100 accelerates California’s current mandate to achieve 50% of its electricity from
renewable sources from 2030 up to 2026; and further establishes that California will generate 60%
renewable electricity by 2030 and 100% by 2045.

Wind energy and other renewable energy sources are critical for meeting California’s RPS
requirements. In addition to helping the state meet its renewable energy goals, the Project would also
provide economic benefits for the local economy during both the construction and operation phases
including construction jobs, an increased tax base, and both a temporary increase in and a long-term
continuation of local business activity.

Project Objectives
Consistent with this purpose and need, the primary objectives of the Project are as follows:
e Objective 1: Assist California in meeting its RPS target of 100% of the energy generated

in the state being produced by renewable energy sources by December 2045.

e Objective 2: Generate approximately twice the energy on the Project site with the same
electric capacity compared to the existing on-site wind turbines.

e Objective 3: Reduce the overall development footprint and visual “clutter” on the Project
site by removing the existing on-site wind turbines and replacing them with new modern
wind turbines at a much lower replacement ratio.

e Objective 4: Reduce the turbine blade rotational speeds, increase the rotor height, and
expand the distances between the wind turbines on the Project site to allow for more
visibility to avian species and increase avoidance potential.
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e Objective 5: Improve worker safety on the Project site by replacing the existing on-site wind
turbines with new modern turbines that include advanced safety features and technology.

e Objective 6: Improve both local and regional grid stability by repowering the Project site using
new modern turbines with the capability to provide greater reactive power control.

e Objective 7: Create new tax revenues in Riverside County.

e Objective 8: Construct and operate a commercial wind facility prior to the December 30, 2020,
expiration of the federal tax credit.

e Objective 9: Construct and operate a wind energy project that can attract commercially
available financing.

1.5 ISSUES OF CONCERN

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15123(b), a summary section must address areas of
controversy known to the lead agency, including issues raised by agencies and the public, and it
must also address issues to be resolved, including the choice among alternatives and whether or
how to mitigate the significant effects.

A public scoping meeting was held on September 13, 2018. The purpose of this meeting was to
seek input from public agencies and the general public regarding the environmental issues and
concerns that may potentially result from the Project.

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Project was publicly circulated starting on August 20, 2018.
The purpose of circulating the NOP was to solicit input regarding the scope and content of the
environmental information to be included in the Draft SEIR. The Draft SEIR was distributed to
the State Clearinghouse, responsible agencies, and other interested parties for a 30-day public
review period extending from August 20, 2018, through September 18, 2019. A summary of
written comment letters received in response to the NOP is provided in Table 1-1. The written
comments and the NOP are included as Appendix B to this Draft SEIR.
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Table 1-1
Summary of Comments Received on the NOP
EIR Chapter/Section
Where Comment is
Commenter Date Brief Summary of Environmental Issues Raised Addressed
Federal Agencies
U.S. Fish and Wildlife September | Impacts to migratory birds and golden eagles (Aquila 4.3, Biological
Service 18, 2018 chrysaetos). Resources
State Agencies
Native American August 31, AB 52 and SB 18 processes and the protection of 4.4, Cultural and
Heritage Commission 2018 cultural and tribal cultural resources. Tribal Cultural
Resources
Regional and Local Agencies
Riverside County August 24, ALUC and Federal Aviation Administrative review of Appendix A, Section
Airport Land Use 2018 the Project. 15163 Study
Commission (ALUC)
Coachella Valley August 30, Conservation Area of the Coachella Valley Multiple 4.3, Biological
Association of 2018 Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) and Resources
Governments (CVAG) Joint Project Review (JPR) process
South Coast Air Quality September | Air quality and health risk assessment modeling, 4.2, Air Quality
Management District 11,2018 calculations, data, and analysis.
(SCAQMD)
Native American Tribes
Augustine Band of September Protection of cultural and tribal cultural resources. 4.4, Cultural and
Cahuilla Indians 12,2018 Tribal Cultural
Resources
Private Organizations and Members of the Public
Sierra Club September | Impacts to avian species 4.3, Biological
17,2018 Resources

1.6 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6 requires consideration and discussion of alternatives to the
proposed project in an EIR. In determining an appropriate range of Project alternatives to be
evaluated in this Draft SEIR, a number of possible alternatives were initially considered but
ultimately rejected: (1) alternate land uses; (2) alternate sites; (3) retrofit alternative. These Project
alternatives were rejected because they could not accomplish the basic Project objectives; they
would not have resulted in a reduction of environmental impacts; or they were considered
infeasible to construct or operate. After rejecting the aforementioned alternatives, the City selected
three additional Project Alternatives for further consideration. These alternatives are reviewed in
Chapter 6, Alternatives to the Project, of this SEIR and are summarized below.
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Alternative 1 — No Project Alternative

Under this Project Alternative, implementation of the Project would not occur. The Project site
would remain unchanged. Development activities related to the decommissioning of the existing
on-site wind turbines, and construction and operation of the four new wind turbines and associated
improvements, would not occur.

Under this scenario, the Project site would continue to operate as a commercial wind energy
facility, consistent with the existing conditions. Operations and maintenance of the existing facility
would continue to occur consistent with the baseline conditions. However, given the age and
condition of many of the existing on-site wind turbines, it is assumed that many of the existing on-
site wind turbines would eventually be taken offline and remain in place until such a time that it
becomes impractical to continue operations and the entire facility is decommissioned. Under this
alternative, the older turbines would eventually be decommissioned. It is assumed that following
the eventual decommissioning of the existing turbines, the Project site would not be developed
with new turbines (repowered).

Alternative 2 — Reduced Decommissioning Alternative

Under the Reduced Decommissioning Alternative, the Project site would still be repowered with
the four new wind turbines. However, instead of decommissioning and removing all 69 existing
on-site wind turbines, only those existing turbines that are in the footprint of the new turbines
would be removed, while the other existing turbines would remain in place. Since the four new
wind turbines would produce enough energy to meet the Project Applicant’s contractual
obligations, the remaining existing turbines would be taken offline but remain standing.

Alternative 3 — Reduced Footprint Alternative

Under the Reduced Footprint Alternative, the existing on-site wind turbines would be
decommissioned and removed from the Project, and the Project would be constructed and operated
as planned on the Project site. However, instead of four new wind turbines, only two new wind
turbines would be constructed and operated as part of the Project.

1.7 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

This Draft SEIR has been prepared to assess the potentially significant effects on the environment
that could result from implementation of the Project. For a detailed discussion regarding potential
significant impacts, please see Chapter 4, Environmental Analysis, of this Draft SEIR.

As required by CEQA, a summary of the Project’s impacts identified in this SEIR is provided in
Table 1-2 below. Also provided in Table 1-2 is a list of the proposed mitigation measures that are
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recommended in response to the potentially significant impacts identified in the SEIR, as well as
a determination of the level of significance of the impacts after implementation of the
recommended mitigation measures. Additional mitigation measures were identified in the Section
15163 Study (Appendix A) and will be included along with the mitigation measures identified in
the SEIR as part of the mitigation monitoring and reporting program for the Project. The Project
would be required to comply with the mitigation measures adopted by the City of Desert Hot
Springs as part of the WECS 20 FEIR, as revised. Where necessary, minor refinements are
recommended to better tailor the existing measures to the current Project; text changes are shown
in underline (additional text) and strikethrough (removed text).
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Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

In the WECS 20 EIR In This Supplemental EIR New Impact or
Level of Significance Before/After | Level of Significance Level of Significance After | Increase in Severity
Environmental Topic Mitigation (if applicable) Before Mitigation Mitigation Measure (if applicable) Mitigation of Impact?
Aesthetics
Would the project have a substantial adverse effecton | Potentially significant/Less than Potentially Significant MM-AES-1 The eight wind turbines would be painted white, with @ matte or galvanized finish. The-sterage | Less than significant No
a scenic vista? significant building-would-be-painted-in-an-earth-tone-such-as-beige-
MM-AES-2 Al Project grading will comply with the City’s regulations in order to minimize adverse impacts
to viewsheds.
MM-AES-3 Upon removal of the 46-Benus wind turbines, the area where each individual Benus wind
turbine was located shall be remediated remedied. The site shall be evaluated and any soil
contamination shall be removed; structural foundations to be excavated to accommodate
Project turbines {eutting-to-six-feetbelow-grade} and all manmade debris shall be removed
from the site; and the area shall be replanted with plant material native to the Coachella
Valley. Monitoring of all such activities shall be undertaken by a qualified biological monitor,
who shall file a written report of findings to the City upon completion of the site remediation as
outlined above.
MM-AES-4
including inoperable or wrecked machinery, motor vehicles, construction equipment, and
construction debris will not be stored on site.
MM-AES-6 No advertising sign or logo shall be placed or painted on any commercial WECS.
MM-AES-7 No commercial WECS shall be located where the center of the tower is within 1,320 feet (0.25
miles) of State Route 62.
Would the project substantially damage scenic Potentially significant/Less than Less than significant MM-AES-1 through MM-AES-7 Less than significant No
resources including, but not limited to, trees, rock significant
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic
highway?
Would the project substantially degrade the existing Potentially significant/Less than Potentially Significant MM-AES-1 through MM-AES-7 Less than significant No
visual character or quality of the site and its significant
surroundings?
Would the project create a new source of substantial Potentially significant/Less than Potentially Significant MM-AES-9  All non-Federal Aviation Administration required lighting equipment and devices would be Less than significant No
light or glare which would adversely affect day or significant shielded or recessed so that direct light and glare are contained within the boundaries of the
nighttime views in the area? Project site, away from adjoining properties and public rights-of-way.
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Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After
Mitigation

Increase in Severity

New Impact or

of Impact?

MM-AES-10 Project development shall comply with the City’s adopted outdoor lighting standards as
specified in Section 17.16.140 459.08-036(2)(J} of the Desert Hot Springs Municipal Zoning
Code.

MM-AES-11 Lighting plans, excluding those required by the FAA, indicating proposed lighting levels and
methods to minimize impact on adjacent properties shall be reviewed and approved by the
City prior to installation. Modification, alteration, or addition to any approved lighting shall not
be undertaken prior to approval by the City.

Air Quality

Would the project conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable air quality Plan?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Less than significant

Although air quality impacts resulting from implementation of the Project would be less than significant,
MM-AQ-12 through MM-AQ-17 required in the WECS 20 FEIR shall still be applied to the Project in an
effort to further minimize already less-than-significant impacts:

MM-AQ-12 Prior to the commencement of any demolition, grading, or construction activities, the Project
applicant will prepare and submit for City Engineer Department review and approval a Fugitive
Dust (PM10) Mitigation Plan.

MM-AQ-13 Traffic speeds of no greater than 15 miles per hour would be observed on all unpaved

roadways.

MM-AQ-14  All grading operations would be suspended when wind speed (as instantaneous gusts)

exceeds 25 miles per hour.

MM-AQ-15 Trucks importing and/or exporting soil or other loose material would be covered and/or

watered down prior to entering public streets to minimize potential fugitive dust.

MM-AQ-16  Soil binders would be spread on unpaved roads and parking areas, and/or AQMD approved

soil stabilizers would be applied according to manufacturer's specifications to all inactive

construction areas (previously graded areas that remain inactive for 96 hours).

MM-AQ-17 SCAQMD Rule 403 shall be adhered to, ensuring the clean-up of construction related dirt on

approach routes to the site.

Less than significant

No

Would the project violate any air quality standard or
contribute substantially to an existing or projected
violation?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Less than significant

Although air quality impacts resulting from implementation of the Project would be less than significant,
MM-AQ-12 through MM-AQ-17 required in the WECS 20 FEIR shall still be applied to the Project in an
effort to further minimize already less-than-significant impacts.

Less than significant

No

Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable
net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment under an applicable
federal or state ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative
threshold emissions which exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Potentially significant

Although air quality impacts resulting from implementation of the Project would be less than significant,
MM-AQ-12 through MM-AQ-17 required in the WECS 20 FEIR shall still be applied to the Project in an
effort to further minimize already less-than-significant impacts.

Less than significant

No

Supplement to the Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit Project EIR

10350.0001

May 2019

1-10



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After
Mitigation

New Impact or
Increase in Severity
of Impact?

Would the project expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant concentrations?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Less than significant

Although air quality impacts resulting from implementation of the Project would be less than significant,
MM-AQ-12 through MM-AQ-17 required in the WECS 20 FEIR shall still be applied to the Project in an
effort to further minimize already less-than-significant impacts.

Less than significant

No

Would the project create objectionable odors affecting a
substantial number of people?

Less than significant

Less than significant

Although air quality impacts resulting from implementation of the Project would be less than significant,
MM-AQ-12 through MM-AQ-17 required in the WECS 20 FEIR shall still be applied to the Project in an
effort to further minimize already less-than-significant impacts.

Less than significant

No

Biological Resources

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect,
either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Potentially significant

MM-BIO-18 Thirty-days-prio

provisions of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP).

This includes adherence with requirements set forth in the CVMSHCP and outlined in the
Project’s Final Joint Project Review (JPR) pertaining to desert tortoise, burrowing owl, plants
and other protected biological resources and detailed in subsequent mitigation measures. In
addition to those mitigation requirements, the Project Applicant shall also adhere to the
following provisions required by the CVMSHCP and the Project’s Final JPR:

Palm Springs Pocket Mouse

To avoid impacts to the Palm Springs pocket mouse and its habitat in the Upper Mission
Creek/Big Morongo Canyon and Willow Hole Conservation Areas, Flood Control-related
construction activities will comply with the following avoidance and minimization measures:

e Clearing. For construction that would involve disturbance to Palm Springs pocket mouse
habitat, activity should be phased to the extent feasible and practicable so that suitable
habitat islands are no farther than 300 feet apart at any given time to allow pocket mice to
disperse between habitat patches across non-suitable habitat (i.e., unvegetated and/or
compacted soils). Prior to project construction, a biological monitor familiar with this
species should assist construction crews in planning access routes to avoid impacts to
occupied habitat as much as feasible (i.e., placement of preferred routes on project plans
and incorporation of methods to avoid as much suitable habitat/soil disturbance as
possible). Furthermore, during construction activities, the biological monitor will ensure
that connected, naturally vegetated areas with sandy soils and typical native vegetation
remain intact to the extent feasible and practicable. Finally, construction that involves
clearing of habitat should be avoided during the peak breeding season (approximately
March to May), and activity should be limited as much as possible during the rest of the
breeding season (January to February and June to August).

o Revegetation. Clearing of native vegetation (e.g., creosote, rabbitbrush, burrobush,
cheesebush) should be followed by revegetation, including natural reestablishment and
other means, resulting in habitat types of equal or superior biological value for Palm
Springs pocket mouse.

Less than significant

No
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Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After
Mitigation

New Impact or
Increase in Severity
of Impact?

o Trapping/Holding. All trapping activity should be conducted in accordance with accepted
protocols and by a qualified biologist who possesses a Memorandum of Understanding
with CDFW for live-trapping of heteromyid species in Southern California.

¢ Translocation. Should translocation between distinct population groups be necessary, as
determined through the Adaptive Management and Monitoring Program, activity should be
conducted by a qualified biologist who possesses a Memorandum of Understanding with
CDFW for live-trapping of heteromyid species in Southern California. Trapping and
subsequent translocation activity should be conducted in accordance with accepted
protocols. Translocation programs should be coordinated by or conducted by the
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) and/or Riverside Management
Oversight Committee (RMOC) to determine the appropriate trapping, holding, marking,
and handling methods and potential translocation sites.

Le Conte’s Thrasher

In modeled Le Conte’s thrasher habitat in all the Conservation Areas, during the nesting
season, January 15 - June 15, prior to the start of construction activities, surveys will be
conducted by an Acceptable Biologist on the construction site and within 500 feet of the
construction site, or to the property boundary if less than 500 feet. If nesting Le Conte’s
thrashers are found, a 500 foot buffer, or to the property boundary if less than 500 feet, will be
established around the nest site. The buffer will be staked and flagged. No construction will be
permitted within the buffer during the breeding season of January 15 - June 15 or until the
young have fledged.

Land Use Adjacency Guidelines

The following Land Use Adjacency Guidelines shall be implemented during the Project design
within the Conservation Area to minimize edge effects:

o Drainage. Proposed development adjacent to or within a Conservation Area shall
incorporate plans to ensure that the quantity and quality of runoff discharged to the
adjacent Conservation Area is not altered adversely compared with existing conditions.
Storm water systems shall be designed to prevent the release of toxins, chemicals,
petroleum products, exotic plant materials, or other elements that might degrade or harm
biological resources or ecosystem processes within the adjacent Conservation Area.

e Toxics. Land uses proposed adjacent to or within a Conservation Area that use chemicals
or that generate bioproducts, such as manure, that are potentially toxic or may adversely
affect wildlife and plant species, habitat, or water quality shall incorporate measures to
ensure that application of such substances does not result in any discharge to the
adjacent Conservation Area.

e Lighting. For proposed development adjacent to or within a Conservation Area, lighting
shall be shielded and directed toward the developed area. Landscape shielding or other
appropriate methods shall be incorporated in Project designs to minimize the effects of
lighting adjacent to or within the adjacent Conservation Area in accordance with the
quidelines to be included in the Implementation Manual.
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Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After
Mitigation

New Impact or
Increase in Severity
of Impact?

MM-BIO-19

MM-BIO-20

MM-BIO-21

MM-BIO-22

o Noise. Proposed development adjacent to or within @ Conservation Area that generates
noise in excess of 75 dBA Leq hourly shall incorporate setbacks, berms, or walls as
appropriate to minimize the effects of noise on the adjacent Conservation Area in
accordance with the guidelines to be included in the Implementation Manual.

o Invasive Species. Invasive, non-native plant species shall not be incorporated in the
landscape for land uses adjacent to or within a Conservation Area. Landscape treatments
within or adjacent to a Conservation Area shall incorporate native plant materials to the

maximum extent feasible.

Sand Transport Areas

Project activities, including operations and maintenance activities, in fluvial sand transport
areas in the Conservation Area will be conducted in a manner to maintain the fluvial sand
transport capacity of the system.

All construction personnel will participate in a biological awareness training program prior to
commencement of any decommissioning or construction activities, and a report verifying
same would be provided to the City Planning Department.

Upon removal of the 46-Benus wind turbines, the area where each individual Berus wind
turbine was located shall be remediated remedied. The site shall be evaluated and any soil
contamination shall be removed, structural-foundations-{eutting-to-sixfeetbelow-grade}-and all
manmade debris shall be removed from the site, and the area shall be replanted with plant
material native to the Coachella Valley. Monitoring of all such activities shall be undertaken by
a qualified biological monitor, who shall file a written report to the City of findings upon
completion of the site remediation as outlined above.

Native plants identified under the California Desert Native Plant Act located in areas
anticipated to be impacted shall Ali-barrel-cactHocated-in-areas-anticipated-to-be-impacted-by
the-Project-would be transplanted into portions of the property that will remain as natural open
space. The transplantation sites will, as closely as possible, match the original plant barrel
¢acti locations with regards to soils, slope, and aspect. A permit to harvest the protected
plants shall be obtained from the Riverside County Commissioner prior to construction.

All turbine sites will be clearly marked prior to grading in order to limit damage to adjacent
vegetation. Grading and vegetation removal would be limited to construction areas identified
in the Project grading plan.

To ensure compliance with the California Fish and Game Code, and to avoid potential impacts
to nesting birds, vegetation removal activities shall be conducted outside the general bird
nesting season (January 15 through August 31). If vegetation cannot be removed outside the
bird nesting season, a pre-construction nesting bird survey by a qualified biologist is required
prior to vegetation removal.
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Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After
Mitigation

New Impact or
Increase in Severity
of Impact?

MM-BIO-23

MM-BIO-24

MM-BIO-25

MM-BIO-26

MM-BIO-27

MM-BIO-28

Construction and maintenance traffic will utilize existing roads, and vehicle parking will be
limited to existing disturbed areas.

Grading on-site will be limited to construction areas identified in the Project grading plan only.
All tower sites and access road locations would be clearly marked prior to the initiation of any
ground-disturbing activity. All staging areas shall occur on previously-disturbed areas.

During construction and ongoing maintenance operations, wind farm personnel will be
restricted to approved dirt roads only. No unauthorized grading of the site will be permitted.

Applicant will be responsible for controlling and removing all trash and/or windblown debris
generated on the site during construction and routine maintenance operations.

All construction personnel will participate in a biological awareness training program prior to
commencement of construction activities, and a report verifying same would be provided to
the City Planning Department.

preconstruction survey must be conducted during the window between February 15 and

October 31. Pre-construction surveys require 100% coverage of the survey area. If no sign is
found, a clearance survey is not required. A pre-construction survey is valid for 90 days or
indefinitely if tortoise-proof fencing is installed around the development site.

If fresh sign is located, the development area must be fenced with tortoise-proof fencing and a

clearance survey conducted during the clearance window. Desert tortoise clearance surveys
shall be conducted during the clearance window from February 15 to June 15 and September
1 to October 31 or in accordance with the most recent Wildlife Agency protocols. Clearance
surveys must cover 100% of the development area. A clearance survey must be conducted
during different tortoise activity periods (morning and afternoon). All tortoises encountered will
be moved from the development site to a specified location. Prior to issuance of the permits,
the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) will either use the Permit Statement
Pertaining to High Temperatures for Handling Desert Tortoises and Guidelines for Handling
Desert Tortoises During Construction Projects, revised July 1999, or develop a similar
protocol for relocation and monitoring of desert tortoise, to be reviewed and approved by the
Wildlife Agencies. Thereafter, the protocol will be revised as needed based on the results of
monitoring and other information that becomes available.

For operations and maintenance (O&M) activities in the Conservation Areas, the Permittees
shall ensure that personnel conducting such activities are instructed to be alert for the
presence of desert tortoise. If a tortoise is spotted, activities adjacent to the tortoise’s location
will be halted and the tortoise will be allowed to move away from the activity area. If the
tortoise is not moving, it will be relocated by an Acceptable Biologist to nearby suitable habitat
and placed in the shade of a shrub. To the maximum extent feasible, O&M activities will avoid
the period from February 15 and October 31.
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Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After

Level of Significance

Level of Significance After

New Impact or
Increase in Severity

Environmental Topic Mitigation (if applicable) Before Mitigation Mitigation Measure (if applicable) Mitigation of Impact?
Utility development protocols have been developed to avoid or minimize potential adverse
impacts to the desert tortoise in the Conservation Areas from utility and road right-of-way
projects, such as the installation and maintenance of water, sewer, and electric lines and
roadway maintenance. The objectives of these protocols are to provide reliable and consistent
direction on utility development within the Conservation Areas. Two utility development
protocols, inactive and active season, provide specific direction on site preparation and
construction phases of utility projects in the Conservation Areas. The protocols include steps
to be followed during the desert tortoise active and/or inactive season. The inactive season
protocol must be used for utility maintenance or development within the November 1 to
February 14 time frame; the active season protocol must be used for utility maintenance or
development within the February 15 to October 31 time frame. Deviations from these time
frames must be presented to the Riverside Management Oversight Committee (RMOC).
Inactive Season Protocol
This protocol is applicable to pre-construction and construction phases of utility Covered
Activity projects occurring between November 1 and February 14. These protocols apply only
to the site preparation and construction phases of projects. The project proponent must follow
the eight pre-construction protocol requirements listed below:

1. A person from the entity contracting the construction shall act as the contact person with
the representative of the appropriate reserve management unit committee (RMUC).
He/she will be responsible for overseeing compliance with the protective stipulations as
stated in this protocol.

2. Prior to any construction activity within the Conservation Areas, the contact person will
meet with the representative of the appropriate RMUC to review the plans for the project.
The representative of the appropriate RMUC will review alignment, pole spacing, clearing
limits, burrow locations, and other specific project plans which have the potential to affect
the desert tortoise. He or she may recommend modifications to the contact person to
further avoid or minimize potential impacts to desert tortoise.

3. The construction area shall be clearly fenced, marked, or flagged at the outer boundaries to
define the limits of construction activities. The construction right-of-way shall normally not
exceed 50 feet in width for standard pipeline corridors, access roads and transmission
corridors, and shall be minimized to the maximum extent Feasible. Existing access roads shall
be used when available, and rights-of-way for new and existing access roads shall not exceed
20 feet in width unless topographic obstacles require greater road width. Other construction
areas including well sites, storage tank sites, substation sites, turnarounds, and
laydown/staqing sites which require larger areas will be determined in the preconstruction
phase. All construction workers shall be instructed that their activities shall be confined to
locations within the fenced, flagged, or marked areas.

4. An Acceptable Biologist shall conduct pre-construction clearance surveys of all areas potentially
disturbed by the proposed Project. Any winter burrows discovered in the Conservation Areas
during the pre-construction survey shall be avoided or mitigated. The survey shall be submitted to
the representative of the appropriate RMUC as part of plan review.
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5. All site mitigation criteria shall be determined in the pre-construction phase, including but
not limited to seeding, barrier fences, leveling, and laydown/staging areas, and will be
reviewed by the representative of the appropriate RMUC prior to implementation.

6. A worker education program shall be implemented prior to the onset of each construction
project. All construction employees shall be required to read an educational brochure
prepared by the representative of the appropriate RMUC and/or the RMOC and attend a
tortoise education class prior to the onset of construction or site entry. The class will
describe the sensitive species which may be found in the area, the purpose of the
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Reserve System, and the appropriate
measures to take upon discovery of a sensitive species. It will also cover construction
technigues to minimize potential adverse impacts.

7. All pre-construction activities which could take tortoises in any manner (e.qg., driving off
an established road, clearing vegetation, etc.) shall occur under the supervision of an
Acceptable Biologist.

8. If there are unresolvable conflicts between the representative of the appropriate RMUC
and the contact person, then the matter will be arbitrated by the RMOC and, if necessary,

by the CVCC.

The following terms are established to protect the desert tortoise during utility related
construction activities in the Conservation Areas and are to be conducted by an Acceptable

Biologist:

¢ An Acceptable Biologist shall oversee construction activities to ensure compliance with the

protective stipulations for the desert tortoise.

o Desert tortoises found above ground inside the project area during construction shall be
moved by an Acceptable Biologist out of harm's way and placed in a winter den (at a
distance no greater than 250 feet). If a winter den cannot be located, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) or California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) shall
determine appropriate action with respect to the tortoise. Tortoises found above ground
shall be turned over to the Acceptable Biologist.

¢ No handling of tortoises will occur when the air temperature at 15 centimeters above
ground exceeds 90 degrees Fahrenheit.

e Desert tortoise burrows shall be avoided to the maximum extent feasible. An Acceptable
Biologist shall excavate any burrows which cannot be avoided and will be disturbed by
construction. Burrow excavation shall be conducted with the use of hand tools only, unless
the Acceptable Biologist determines that the burrow is unoccupied immediately prior to
burrow destruction.

e Only burrows within the limits of clearing and surface disturbance shall be excavated.
Burrows outside these limits, but at risk from accidental crushing, shall be protected by the
placement of deterrent barrier fencing between the burrow and the construction area.
Installation and removal of such barrier fencing shall be under the direction and
supervision of an Acceptable Biologist.

o For electrical transmission line and road construction projects, only burrows within the
right-of-way shall be excavated. Burrows outside the right-of-way, but at risk from
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accidental crushing, shall be protected by the placement of deterrent barrier fencing

between the burrow and the right-of-way. Installation and removal of such barrier fencing

shall be under the direction and supervision of an Acceptable Biologist.

o Tortoises in the Conservation Areas are not to be removed from burrows until appropriate

action is determined by USFWS or CDFW with respect to the tortoise. The response shall

be carried out within 72 hours.

o Blasting is not permissible within 100 feet of an occupied tortoise burrow.

o During construction, contractors will comply with the mitigation and minimization measures

contained within this protocol. These measures are:

All trenches, pits, or other excavations shall be inspected for tortoises by an
Acceptable Biologist prior to filling.

All pipes and culverts stored within desert tortoise Habitat shall have both ends capped

to prevent entry by desert tortoises. During construction, all open ended pipeline
segments that are welded in place shall be capped during periods of construction
inactivity to prevent entry by desert tortoises.

Topsoil removed during trenching shall be re-spread on the pipeline construction area
following compaction of the backfill. The area shall be restored as determined during
the environmental review.

All test pump water will be routed to the nearest wash or natural drainage. The route
will be surveyed by an Acceptable Biologist. If tortoises are found in the drainage area
the Acceptable Biologist will remove the tortoises.

Powerlines associated with water development, such as to provide power for pumps,
should be buried underground adjacent to the pipe. All above ground structures
deemed to be necessary shall be equipped with functional anti-perching devices that
would prevent their use by ravens and other predatory birds, and shall adhere to the
electrical distribution protocol which follows.

In order to perform routine O&M of the water systems such as wells, pumps, water
lines and storage tanks, etc., employees are to be trained in the area of desert tortoise
education. This training will be performed on a regular basis by an Acceptable
Biologist for those personnel not previously trained. The training will include at a
minimum the following: identification of tortoises, burrows, and other sign; and
instructions on installing tortoise barrier fencing. During the course of basic O&M,
desert tortoise will be avoided. Untrained employees shall not perform maintenance
operations within the reserve.

All disturbance areas around poles or concrete pads will be reduced to a size just large
enough for the construction activity.

Areas disturbed around poles or construction pads will be restored as determined
during the pre-construction process.

Poles or other above ground structures necessary for electrical distribution
development shall be minimized as much as possible. All above ground structures
shall be equipped with functional anti-perching devices that would prevent their use by
ravens and other predatory birds.

In order to perform routine O&M of the electrical distribution systems such as
transmission lines and poles, substations, etc., employees are to be trained in the area
of desert tortoise education. This training will be performed on a regular basis by a
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qualified biologist for those personnel not previously trained. The training will include at
a minimum the following: identification of tortoises, burrows, and other sign; and
instructions on installing tortoise barrier fencing. During the course of basic O&M,
desert tortoise will be avoided. Untrained employees shall not perform maintenance
operations within the non-take areas.

¢ All trash and food items shall be promptly contained and removed daily from the
project site to reduce the attractiveness of the area to common ravens and other
desert tortoise predators.

o Construction activities which occur between dusk and dawn shall be limited to areas
which have already been cleared of desert tortoises by the Acceptable Biologist and
graded or located in a fenced right-of-way. Construction activities shall not be
permitted between dusk and dawn in areas not previously graded.

Active Season Protocol

This protocol is applicable to pre-construction and construction phases of utility development
projects occurring between February 15 and November 1. It is identical to the Inactive Season
Protocol with the following additions:

o Work areas shall be inspected for desert tortoises within 24 hours of the onset of
construction. To facilitate implementation of this condition, burrow inspection and
excavation may begin no more than seven days in advance of construction activities, as
long as a final check for desert tortoises is conducted at the time of construction.

o All pre-construction activities which could take tortoises in any manner (e.qg., driving off an
established road, clearing vegetation, etc.) shall occur under the overall supervision of an
Acceptable Biologist. Any hazards to tortoises created by this activity, such as drill holes,
open trenches, pits, other excavations, or any steep-sided depressions, shall be checked
three times a day for desert tortoises. These hazards shall be eliminated each day prior to
the work crew leaving the site, which may include installing a barrier that will preclude
entry by tortoises. Open trenches, pits or other excavations will be backfilled within 72
hours, whenever possible. A 3:1 slope shall be left at the end of every open trench to
allow trapped desert tortoises to escape. Trenches not backfilled within 72 hours shalll
have a barrier installed around them to preclude entry by desert tortoises. All trenches,
pits, or other excavations shall be inspected for tortoises by a biological monitor trained
and approved by the Acceptable Biologist prior to filling.

o |f a desert tortoise is found, the biological monitor shall notify the Acceptable Biologist who
will remove the animal as soon as possible.

e Only burrows within the limits of clearing and surface disturbance shall be excavated.
Burrows outside these limits, but at risk from accidental crushing, shall be protected by the
placement of deterrent barrier fencing between the burrow and the construction area. The
barrier fence shall be at least 20 feet long and shall be installed to direct the tortoise
leaving the burrow away from the construction area. Installation and removal of such
barrier fencing shall be under the direction and supervision of the biological monitor.

e [f blasting is necessary for construction, all tortoises shall be removed from burrows within
100 feet of the blast area.

Disposition of Sick, Injured, or Dead Specimens
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Upon locating dead, injured, or sick desert tortoises under any utility or road project, initial

notification by the contact representative or Acceptable Biologist must be made to the USFWS or

CDFW within three working days of its finding. Written notification must be made within five

calendar days with the following information: date; time; location of the carcass; photograph of the

carcass; and any other pertinent information. Care must be taken in handling sick or injured animals

to ensure effective treatment and care. Injured animals shall be taken care of by the Acceptable

Biologist or an appropriately trained veterinarian. Should any treated tortoises survive, USFWS or

CDFW should be contacted regarding the final disposition of the animals.

Activities Adjacent to and within a Conservation Area

Land uses adjacent to or within a Conservation Area shall incorporate barriers in individual

project designs to minimize unauthorized public access, domestic animal predation, illegal

trespass, or dumping in a Conservation Area. Such barriers may include native landscaping,

rocks/boulders, fencing, walls and/or signage. Further, engineered slopes associated with site

development shall not extend into adjacent land in a Conservation Area.

MM-BIO-34 Any Project-related vehicle or equipment operating on unpaved roads should not exceed a
speed limit of 25 miles per hour.

MM-BIO-35 Contractor will be required to keep all vehicles on existing roads. No cross-country travel will

be authorized except under emergency situations.
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MM-BIO-36

MM-BIO-37

MM-BIO-38

MM-BIO-39

MM-BIO-40

MM-BIO-41

Employees will inspect beneath parked vehicles and equipment prior to traveling. If an
employee discovers a tortoise, the employee shall notify the biological monitor.

All trash will be contained in raven- and coyote-proof containers. All trash will be transported
off site on a weekly basis.

No pets or firearms will be allowed within the Project's construction boundaries, or other
associated work areas, at any time.

The Project will reduce water usage during construction to the extent possible, such that
excess water does not act as an attractant to tortoises.

All construction materials, vehicles, and equipment will be removed from the site upon
completion of the Project.

- A burrowing owl survey shall be
conducted in the Conservation Area using an accepted protocol (as determined by the
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission in coordination with the Permittees and the
Wildlife Agencies). Prior to development, the construction area and adjacent areas within 500
feet of the development site, or to the edge of the property if less than 500 feet, will be
surveyed by an Acceptable Biologist for burrows that could be used by burrowing owl. If a
burrow is located, the biologist will determine if an owl is present in the burrow. If the burrow is

determined to be occupied, the burrow will be flagged and a 160-foot buffer during the non-
breeding season and a 250-foot buffer during the breeding season, or a buffer to the edge of
the property boundary if less than 500 feet, will be established around the burrow. The buffer
will be staked and flagged. No development or operations and maintenance activities will be
permitted within the buffer until the young are no longer dependent on the burrow.

If the burrow is unoccupied, the burrow will be made inaccessible to owls, and the Covered
Activity may proceed. If either a nesting or escape burrow is occupied, owls shall be relocated
pursuant to accepted Wildlife Agency protocols. A burrow is assumed occupied if records
indicate that, based on surveys conducted following protocol, at least one burrowing owl has
been observed occupying a burrow on site during the past three years. If there are no records
for the site, surveys must be conducted to determine, prior to construction, if burrowing owls
are present. Determination of the appropriate method of relocation, such as eviction/passive
relocation or active relocation, shall be based on the specific site conditions (e.g., distance to
nearest suitable habitat and presence of burrows within that habitat) in coordination with the
Wildlife Agencies. Active relocation and eviction/passive relocation require the preservation
and maintenance of suitable burrowing owl habitat determined through coordination with the

Wildlife Agencies.
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MM-BIO-45

MM-BIO-46

MM-BIO-47

MM-BIO-48

MM-BIO-49

Impacts to waters of the United States and streambeds under the jurisdiction of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife shall be avoided wherever feasible. If avoidance is not feasible,
impacts to these features shall be mitigated on 1:1 basis, unless a higher ratio is required in any
permit issued by resource agencies with jurisdiction over these features. The Project Applicant will
comply with the terms of any jurisdictional wetland permit(s) obtained from the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Regional Water Quality

Control Board Applicant-willaveidimpacis-to-washes-and-wash-vegetation-

All proposed development will incorporate the maximum amount of existing on site natural
open space and native vegetation into the Project and landscaping.

Applicant will salvage desirable desert plant species that would be destroyed by Project
implementation, for use in landscaped areas.

Applicant shall provide to all employees an educational brochure that describes the sensitive
nature of indigenous plants, animals, and ecosystems. A copy of said educational brochure
shall be submitted to the City for approval prior to issuance of any building permits.

Prior to grading, the applicant shall develop a plan to reduce the impact of non-Federal
Aviation Administration required night lighting on open space and/or mitigation areas adjacent
to the Project site.
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MM-BIO-52 Impacts to waters of the United States and streambeds under the jurisdiction of the California

Department of Fish and Wildlife shall be avoided wherever feasible. If avoidance is not feasible,
impacts to these features shall be mitigated on 1:1 basis, unless a higher ratio is required in any
permit issued by resource agencies with jurisdiction over these features. The Project Applicant will
comply with the terms of any jurisdictional wetland permit(s) obtained from the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Regional Water Quality
Control Board Applicantwill-aveid-im o-washes-and-wash-vegetation

MM-BIO-53 All proposed development will incorporate the maximum amount of existing on-site natural
open space and native vegetation into the Project and landscaping.

MM-BIO-54 Applicant will provide to all employees an educational brochure that describes the sensitive
nature of indigenous plants, animals, and ecosystems. A copy of said educational brochure
shall be submitted to the City for approval prior to issuance of any building permits.

MM-BIO-55 Prior to grading, the applicant shall develop a plan to reduce the impact of non-Federal
Aviation Administration required night lighting on open space and/or mitigation areas adjacent
to the Project site.

Would the project have a substantial adverse effecton | Potentially significant/Less than No impact None Required No impact No
any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community | significant
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations
or by the California Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Would the project have a substantial adverse effecton | Less than significant Less than significant MM-BIO-45 and MM-BIO-52 Less than significant No
federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404
of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

Would the project interfere substantially with the Less than significant Less than significant MM-BIO-22 Less than significant No
movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

Would the project conflict with any local policies or Less than significant Less than significant MM-BIO-21 Less than significant No
ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Would the project conflict with the provisions of an Less than significant Less than significant MM-BIO-18 through MM-BIO-28, MM-BIO-34 through MM-BIO-41, MM-BIO-45 through MM-BIO-49, and Less than significant No
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community MM-BIO-52 through MM-BIO-55
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan?
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Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a historical resource as defined in
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

No impact

None required

No impact

No

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Potentially significant

MM-CUL-56 An approved Tribal Cultural Resource Monitor shall be present during any survey and/or any
ground-disturbing activities. Should buried cultural deposits be encountered, the Monitor may
request that destructive construction halt and the Monitor shall notify a Qualified (Secretary of
the Interior's Standards and Guidelines) Archaeologist to investigate and, if necessary,
prepare a mitigation plan for submission to the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Agua
Caliente Tribal Historic Preservation Office, the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, the Twenty-
Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians, and the Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians.

MM-CUL-57 If buried cultural materials are discovered during any earth-moving operation associated with
the Project, all work in that area should be halted or diverted until a qualified archaeologist can
evaluate the nature and significance of the finds. The archaeologist shall be empowered to
temporarily stop or redirect grading activities to allow removal of abundant or large artifacts.
The archaeologist shall also be required to curate specimens in a repository with permanent
retrievable storage and submit a written report to the City’'s Community Development Planning
Director for review and approval prior to the issuance of the first building permit eceupaney-of

thefirst-building on the site.

MM-CUL-58 Once artifact analysis is completed, a final written report detailing the results of all research
procedures and interpretation of the site shall be submitted to the City's Community
Development Director for review and approval prior to the issuance of the first building permit

occupancy-ofthe-firstbuilding on the site.

Less than significant

No

Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Potentially significant

MM-CUL-59 A qualified paleontologist shall review the Project construction plans and shall create a plan
for periodic monitoring in order to determine the presence or absence of older Pleistocene-
age sediments that may contain fossils. If earth-moving activities reach potentially fossiliferous
sediments and/or exceed 10 feet in depth, then continuous monitoring for paleontological
resources, along with a program to mitigate impacts to those resources, would be
implemented. The monitor should be prepared to quickly salvage fossils as they are
unearthed to avoid construction delays.

MM-CUL-60 If buried paleontological materials are discovered during any earth-moving operations
associated with the Project, all work in that area would be halted or diverted until a qualified
paleontological monitor can evaluate the nature and significance of the finds. The
paleontological monitor would be empowered to temporarily stop or redirect grading activities
to allow removal of abundant or large artifacts. The paleontological monitor shall also be
required to curate specimens in a repository with permanent retrievable storage and submit a
written report and inventory to the City's Community Development Director for review and
approval prior to the issuance of the first building permit eccupancy-of-the-first-building on the
site. The report should include a discussion of the significance of all recovered specimens.
The report and inventory, when submitted to the City's Community Development Director,
would signify completion of the Program to mitigate impacts to paleontological resources.

Less than significant

No
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Would the project disturb any human remains, including
those interred outside of
formal cemeteries?

Less than significant

Less than significant

MM-CUL-61 If human remains are encountered at the Project site during construction, the Riverside

County Coroner shall be notified within 24 hours of the discovery. No further excavation or

disturbance of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains
shall occur until the County Coroner has determined, within two working days of notification of
the discovery, the appropriate treatment and disposition of the human remains. If the County
Coroner determines that the remains are, or are believed to be, Native American, she or he
shall notify Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in Sacramento within 48 hours. In
accordance with California Public Resources Code, Section 5097.98, NAHC must immediately
notify those persons it believes to be the Most Likely Descendant (MLD) of the deceased
Native American. The MLD shall complete their inspection within 48 hours of being granted
access to the site. The designated Native American representative would then determine, in
consultation with the property owner, the disposition of the human remains Geunty-Coroner

Less than significant

No

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined
in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of
the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native American tribe, and that is
listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical
resources as defined in Public Resources Code section
5020.1(k)?

Not previously analyzed

Less than significant

None required.

Less than significant

N/A'

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined
in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of
the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native American tribe, and that is a
resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c)
of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying
the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the resource to a California
Native American tribe?

Not previously analyzed

Potentially significant

MM-CUL-56, MM-CUL-57, and MM-CUL-58

Less than significant

N/AZ

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

1 Comparison is not applicable as the 2008 EIR did not analyze impacts with regard to tribal cultural resources.
2 Comparison is not applicable as the 2008 EIR did not analyze impacts with regard to tribal cultural resources.

Supplement to the Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit Project EIR

10350.0001

May 2019

1-24



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After

Mitigation

Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions,
either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant
impact on the environment?

Not previously analyzed

Less than significant

None required

Less than significant

Would the project conflict with an applicable plan,
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Not previously analyzed

Less than significant

None required

Less than significant

Noise

Would the project result in exposure of persons to or
generation of noise levels in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or noise ordinance,
or applicable standards of other agencies?

Less than significant

Less than significant

Although noise impacts resulting from implementation of the Project would be less than significant, MM-
NOI-81 through MM-NOI-84 required in the WECS 20 FEIR shall still be applied to the Project in an effort to
further minimize already less-than-significant impacts.

MM-NOI-81 All construction activities, including the repair and maintenance of construction equipment on
the Project site, shall comply with Section 9.04.030 430-03 of the City of Desert Hot Springs
Municipal Code.

MM-NOI-82 Noise-generating construction equipment operated on the Project site shall be equipped with
effective noise control devices (i.e., mufflers, lagging, and/or motor enclosures).

MM-NOI-83 All equipment shall be properly maintained to ensure that no unnecessary noise, due to worn
or improperly maintained parts, would be generated.

MM-NOI-84 Truck deliveries and haul-offs shall only be permitted between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. weekdays and 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Saturdays. The haul routes shall be approved by
the City Engineer.

Less than significant

Would the project result in exposure of persons to or
generation of excessive groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levels?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Less than significant

None required

Less than significant

Would the project result in a substantial permanent
increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity
above levels existing without the project?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Less than significant

MM-NOI-83 and MM-NOI-84

Less than significant

Would the project result in a substantial temporary or
periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project
vicinity above levels existing without the project?

Potentially significant/Less than
significant

Less than significant

MM-NOI-81 and MM-NOI-82

Less than significant

3
4

Supplement to the Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit Project EIR

Comparison is not applicable as the 2008 EIR did not analyze impacts with regard to greenhouse gas emissions.
Comparison is not applicable as the 2008 EIR did not analyze impacts with regard to greenhouse gas emissions.

New Impact or
Increase in Severity
of Impact?

N/A3
N/A4
No
No
No
No
10350.0001

May 2019

1-25



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Table 1-2

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Environmental Topic

In the WECS 20 EIR

In This Supplemental EIR

Level of Significance Before/After
Mitigation (if applicable)

Level of Significance
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure (if applicable)

Level of Significance After
Mitigation

New Impact or

Increase in Severity

of Impact?

For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in the project
area to excessive noise levels?

Less than significant

Less than significant

None required

Less than significant

No

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise levels?

No impact

No impact

None required

No impact

No
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CHAPTER 2
INTRODUCTION

2.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF A SUPPLEMENTAL EIR

This Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) was prepared in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to evaluate the potential environmental effects
associated with implementation of the Desert Hot Springs Wind Energy Repowering Project
(Project). It was prepared in accordance with Title 14, Section 15000 et seq. of the California Code
of Regulations (CEQA Guidelines), and the rules, regulations, and procedures for implementing
CEQA as adopted by the City of Desert Hot Springs (City), and supplements an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) certified by the City in 2008 for an earlier repowering project proposed by a
different applicant at the same site. In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15367, the City
is the Lead Agency with principal responsibility to consider the Project for approval. Responsible
agencies from whom approvals may also be required and that may use this Draft SEIR include the
County of Riverside (County), California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE), and Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

This Draft SEIR has been prepared in compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15163 guiding
the preparation of a Supplement to an EIR. As defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15163(b),
“The supplement to an EIR need only contain the information necessary to make the previous EIR
adequate for the project as revised.” The Office of Planning and Research clarifies that a
supplement is distinguished from a subsequent EIR in that it sSimply augments the previous EIR to
the extent necessary to address the changed conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section
15162 and examines mitigation and alternatives accordingly. It is intended to revise the previous
EIR through supplementation. A subsequent EIR, in contrast, is a complete EIR, which focuses on
the changed conditions.

According to Section 15163(a), the Lead Agency may choose to prepare a supplement to an EIR
rather than a subsequent EIR if: (1) Any of the conditions described in Section 15162 would require
the preparation of a subsequent EIR, and (2) Only minor additions or changes would be necessary
to make the previous EIR adequately apply to the project in the changed situation. The qualifying
condition is found in Section 15162(a)(1): Substantial changes are proposed in the project which
will require major [or minor for supplemental per Section 15163(a)(2)] revisions to the previous
EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in
the severity of previously identified significant effects.

This Draft SEIR addresses the minor additions or changes necessary so that the Final EIR for the
Project is adequate for the proposed Project modifications. It addresses increases in the severity of
impacts associated with new components or operations that are not clearly (without analysis)
minimal or are likely to affect impacts. The severity of impacts may increase while the level of
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2 —INTRODUCTION

significance determination (no impact, less than significant, potentially significant) is not
necessarily altered. The resource area topics to be analyzed in this Draft SEIR have been
determined through preparation of a Section 15163 Study (Appendix A to this Draft SEIR) and
the scoping process conducted by the City. As noted in the Notice of Preparation (NOP) (Appendix
B to this Draft SEIR), this Draft SEIR addresses the following resource topics:

e Aesthetics e Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources
e Air Quality e Greenhouse Gas Emissions
e Biological Resources e Noise

Because many aspects of the previous proposed Project and the current Project are consistent or
similar, many of the impact conclusions presented in the prior Final EIR would not change. As a
result, the City determined in the NOP for this Project that the resource areas listed below, which
are analyzed and addressed in Appendix A, did not require further analysis. All applicable
mitigation measures included in the Final EIR for these topics still apply to the current Project.
Mitigation measures for the following resource areas are provided in Appendix A, Section 15163
Study, and in Appendix I, WECS 20 FEIR Mitigation Measures:

e Agriculture and Forestry Resources e Population/Housing

e Energy e Public Services

e Geology/Soils e Recreation

e Hazards/Hazardous Materials e Transportation/Traffic

e Hydrology/Water Quality e Utilities/Service Systems
e Land Use/Planning e Wildfire

e Mineral Resources

This Draft SEIR fulfills the CEQA environmental review requirements for the proposed Conditional
Use Permit (CUP No. 01-18), Variance (VAR No. 01-18), and waters/wetlands permits required by
CDFW, USACE, and RWQCB. This Draft SEIR is an informational document intended for use by
City decision makers, trustee and responsible agencies, and members of the general public in
evaluating the physical environmental impacts of the Project.

2.2 RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE AGENCIES

For this Project, the RWQCB is identified as a trustee agency that is responsible for the protection
of water resources and water quality. The RWQCB is responsible for issuance of a National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit to ensure that, during and after construction, on-
site water flows do not result in siltation, other erosional actions, or degradation of surface or
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subsurface water quality. The RWQCB and CDFW are also identified as responsible agencies for
the Project, since they are responsible for issuance of approvals and permits related to temporary
and permanent impacts to waters of the state.

2.3 PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PRIOR ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW PROCESS

In 1985, the County of Riverside approved the Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS) 20 Wind
Park project on the same Project site, which was proposed by Energy Unlimited, Inc. (EUI), for
the development of 128 65-kilowatt (kW) wind turbines. This project was originally constructed
with 65 wind turbines, with 8 additional turbines being added on site a few years later. The existing
on-site facility is currently operating with 69 turbines, since four of the original turbines have since
been decommissioned. The Project site, including the WECS 20 Wind Park facility, was annexed
into the City in 1994.

The City received applications from EUI in 2000 to install eight new wind turbines within the
existing WECS 20 Wind Park facility. The Conditional Use Permit and accompanying variances
were approved by the City in January 2001. Construction of the eight turbines had not commenced
by the time the permits expired two years after issuance. In 2003, EUI applied with the City to
have the permits reapproved. In 2009, the City certified the Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit
Project Final EIR (WECS 20 FEIR) evaluating the potentially significant environmental impacts
of the proposed eight-turbine project and approved the corresponding Conditional Use Permit and
Variance applications.

The potentially significant environmental impacts identified in the WECS 20 FEIR were reduced
to less than significant through the adoption of mitigation measures that would avoid or
substantially reduce impacts. No significant and unavoidable impacts were identified to occur in
the WECS 20 FEIR. As of this date, the Project described and analyzed in the WECS 20 FEIR has
not been implemented.

24 PUBLIC SCOPING PROCESS

The scope of this Draft SEIR includes the potential environmental impacts identified in the NOP
that was available for public review from August 20, 2018, through September 18, 2018;
comments received during a public scoping meeting held on September 13, 2018, at Desert Hot
Springs City Hall; and agency and public written comment received in response to the NOP. A
summary of these written comment letters is provided in Table 2-1. The written comments and the
NOP are included as Appendix B to this Draft SEIR.
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Table 2-1
Summary of Comments Received on the NOP
EIR Chapter/Section
Where Comment is
Commenter Date Brief Summary of Environmental Issues Raised Addressed
Federal Agencies
U.S. Fish and Wildlife September | Impacts to migratory birds and golden eagles (Aquila 4.3, Biological
Service 18, 2018 chrysaetos). Resources
State Agencies
Native American August 31, AB 52 and SB 18 processes and the protection of 4.4, Cultural and
Heritage Commission 2018 cultural and tribal cultural resources. Tribal Cultural
Resources
Regional and Local Agencies
Riverside County August 24, ALUC and Federal Aviation Administrative review of Appendix A, Section
Airport Land Use 2018 the Project. 15163 Study
Commission (ALUC)
Coachella Valley August 30, Conservation Area of the Coachella Valley Multiple 4.3, Biological
Association of 2018 Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) and Resources
Governments (CVAG) Joint Project Review (JPR) process
South Coast Air Quality September | Air quality and health risk assessment modeling, 4.2, Air Quality
Management District 11,2018 calculations, data, and analysis.
(SCAQMD)
Native American Tribes
Augustine Band of September Protection of cultural and tribal cultural resources. 4.4, Cultural and
Cahuilla Indians 12,2018 Tribal Cultural
Resources
Private Organizations and Members of the Public
Sierra Club September | Impacts to avian species 4.3, Biological
17,2018 Resources

2.5

ORGANIZATION OF THIS EIR

This Draft SEIR contains all of the information required to be included in an EIR, as specified by
the CEQA Statutes and Guidelines (PRC Section 21000 et seg. and 14 CCR Chapter 5). CEQA
requires that an EIR contain specified content. The following provides a quick reference in locating
the CEQA-required sections within this document:

e Chapter 1: Executive Summary. The Executive Summary provides a summary of the
Project and the Project Alternatives, including a summary of project and cumulative
impacts, recommended mitigation measures, and the level of significance after mitigation
for each environmental issue.

e Chapter 2: Introduction. The Introduction provides an overview of the Project and the
CEQA process, and describes the purpose, scope, and components of this Draft SEIR.
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e Chapter 3: Project Description. The Project Description provides a detailed description of the
Project, including the location and project characteristics. The intended uses of this Draft SEIR,
Project background, Project objectives, and required Project approvals, are also addressed.

e Chapter 4: Environmental Analysis. The Environmental Analysis chapter analyzes the
environmental impacts of the Project. Impacts are organized into major environmental
topic areas. Each topic area includes a description of the environmental setting, regulatory
setting, significance criteria, individual and cumulative impacts, mitigation measures, and
level of significance after mitigation. The following specific environmental areas are
addressed in Chapter 4:

o Section 4.1 — Aesthetics

o Section 4.2 — Air Quality

o Section 4.3 — Biological Resources

o Section 4.4 — Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources
o Section 4.5 — Greenhouse Gas Emissions

o Section 4.6 — Noise

e Chapter 5: Other CEQA Considerations. The Other CEQA Considerations chapter
provides a summary of potential unavoidable, irreversible, and growth-inducing
environmental impacts resulting from the Project.

e Chapter 6: Alternatives to the Project. The Alternatives to the Project chapter
provides a comparison between the Project impacts and the Project Alternatives: (1)
the No Project Alternative, (2) the Reduced Decommissioning Alternative, and (3) the
Reduced Footprint Alternative.

e Chapter 7: Persons and Organizations Consulted and List of Preparers. The Persons
and Organizations Consulted and List of Preparers chapter provides a list of the
organizations and persons consulted, and various individuals who contributed to the
preparation of this Draft SEIR. This section also includes a list of the Lead Agency
personnel and technical consultants used to prepare this Draft SEIR.

e Appendices. The technical appendices contain the NOP (including public comments) and
technical studies prepared to support the analyses and conclusions in this Draft SEIR.

The Final SEIR will be prepared after the public review period for this Draft SEIR has been
completed. The Final SEIR will include comments and recommendations received on the Draft
SEIR during the public review period; a list of persons, organizations, and public agencies
commenting on the Draft SEIR; written responses to significant environmental issues identified in
the comments received; and any other relevant information added by the City.
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2.6 DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, this Draft SEIR has referenced several technical
studies, analyses, and previously certified environmental documents. Information from these
documents, incorporated by reference, is briefly summarized in the appropriate chapters and
sections. The documents that were used to prepare this Draft SEIR include the following:

e Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit Project Final EIR and Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program (2009)

e City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan (2000)

e Desert Hot Springs Municipal Code (2018 [Updated])

These reference documents, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15150(b), are available
for review at the following location:

City of Desert Hot Springs, Community Development Department
65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

760.329.6411

2.7 DOCUMENTS PREPARED FOR THE PROJECT

The following technical studies and analyses were prepared for the Project and Project site:

e Section 15163 Study, Appendix A

e Notice of Preparation, Appendix B

e Visual Resources Study, Appendix C

e Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis Technical Report, Appendix D

e Biological Resources Assessment and CVMSHCP Consistency Analysis, Appendix E-1
e Golden Eagle Survey Report, Appendix E-2

e Cultural Resources Inventory Report, Appendix F

e Update to Geotechnical Engineering Report, Appendix G

e Noise Impact Study, Appendix H

e WECS 20 FEIR Mitigation Measures Table, Appendix |
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2.8 MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

Pursuant to CEQA Section 21081.6(a)(1) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15097, a Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) will be prepared to ensure that the mitigation
measures identified in the Draft SEIR for the Project will be implemented. The City’s Planning
Commission will consider the MMRP in conjunction with the actions previously mentioned. The
MMRP will include the following:

e The mitigation measures adopted by the Lead Agency, including those contained in the
WECS 20 EIR

e The party or parties responsible for carrying out and implementing each mitigation measure
e The criteria to verify the implementation of each mitigation measure

e The documentation and reporting procedure for the MMRP
29 PUBLIC REVIEW OF THIS DRAFT SEIR

Upon completion of this Draft SEIR, the City prepared and filed a Notice of Completion with the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse to start the public review period
(PRC Section 21161). Concurrent with the Notice of Completion, the City distributed a Notice of
Availability in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15087. The Notice of Availability was
mailed to responsible and trustee agencies, organizations, and individuals who previously requested in
writing to receive a copy. This Draft SEIR was distributed to responsible and trustee agencies, other
affected agencies, surrounding cities and municipalities, and all interested parties requesting a copy of
this document in accordance with PRC, Section 21092(b)(3). During the public review period, this
Draft SEIR, including the appendices, is available for review at the following locations:

In Person:

City of Desert Hot Springs, Community Development Department
65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

760.329.6411

City of Desert Hot Springs Public Library
11691 West Drive
Desert Hot Springs, California 92240
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Online:

https://www.cityofdhs.org

Agencies, organizations, individuals, and all other interested parties not previously contacted, or
who did not respond to the NOP, have the opportunity to comment on this Draft SEIR during the
public review period. Written or email comments on this Draft SEIR should be addressed to:

Scott Taschner, Senior Planner

City of Desert Hot Springs, Community Development Department
65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

760.329.6411, ext. 256

staschner@cityofdhs.org

Upon completion of the public review period, written responses to all substantive environmental
comments will be prepared and made available prior to the public hearing on the Project before
the City’s Planning Commission, at which the Final SEIR will be considered for certification. The
comments received and the responses to those comments will be included as part of the record for
consideration for the Project.
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CHAPTER 3
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This chapter describes the objectives of the Desert Hot Springs Wind Energy Repowering Project
(Project) and provides a detailed description of the Project characteristics. This chapter also
discusses the requested development approvals and the necessary discretionary actions that are
required for implementation of the Project.

31 PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Project involves the decommissioning of 69 existing wind turbines, the construction and
operation of up to four new wind turbines generally located within and adjacent to existing
footprints of the current wind turbines, and the future decommissioning of these four new wind
turbines at the end of their useful life. The majority of the Project, including construction and
operation of the new wind turbines, would occur on approximately 160 acres of privately owned
lands located within jurisdictional boundaries of the City of Desert Hot Springs (City); off-site
components of the Project—specifically a segment of the existing access road and a segment of
the existing electrical interconnection—would be located within areas under the jurisdiction of the
County of Riverside (County). These off-site components are existing and require no new
disturbance; therefore, there would be no additional permits required from the County for either
the access road or the electrical interconnection. In accordance with California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15367, 15050, and 15051, the City is the Lead Agency
with principal responsibility to consider the Project for approval.

The City is processing a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Variance to allow for development of
the Project. The CUP is required to allow for operation of a commercial wind energy facility in
the I-E (Industrial-Scale Energy Production) zone, and the Variance is requested to allow for
design of the Project to deviate from select development standards, including height restrictions,
set forth in the Desert Hot Spring Zoning Ordinance for the I-E zone.

3.2 PROJECT LOCATION

The approximately 160-acre Project site is bordered by undeveloped land to the north, south,
and west, and Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Colorado River Agueduct facilities to the
east. Downtown Desert Hot Springs is located approximately six miles east of the Project site,
and the Interstate (I) 10/State Route (SR) 62 interchange is located approximately 2.2 miles to
the south. Primary access to the Project site would continue to be provided via an existing
private access off Windhaven Road. The Project site consists of the Assessor’s Parcel Number
(APN) 667-160-001 (Figure 3-1).
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3.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The Project site is situated several hundred feet above the adjacent desert basin in a very windy
area of the San Gorgonio Pass, which is one of the windiest regions in California. There are
thousands of wind turbines of various sizes located throughout the San Gorgonio Pass. The San
Gorgonio Pass connects the Coachella Valley to communities in the greater Los Angeles area to
the west and is bordered on the southwest by the San Jacinto Mountains and on the north by the
San Bernardino Mountains (City of Desert Hot Springs 2007).

Project Site

The Project site is located within the boundaries of the existing Wind Energy Conversion System
(WECS) 20 Wind Park, which has been operating as a commercial wind energy facility for
approximately 30 years. The Project site currently supports 69 existing wind turbines, along with
associated electrical collection lines and unpaved access/maintenance roads (Figure 3-2). Portions of
the existing access road, electrical collection lines, and electrical interconnection facilities occur on
land owned by the MWD under the jurisdiction of the County. Desert Hot Springs Wind, LLC (Project
Applicant) has obtained a Road License from the MWD that covers all off-site portions of the Project
needed for site access and electrical interconnection. Since all off-site portions of the Project related to
access and electrical interconnection are existing, there would be no new off-site disturbance. Any new
disturbance would take place only on lands under the jurisdiction of the City.

The General Plan land use designation for the Project site is I-E (Industrial Energy-Related)
(Figure 3-3) (City of Desert Hot Springs 2019). According to the City’s Zoning Map, the Project
site is zoned I-E (Industrial-Scale Energy Production) (Figure 3-4) (SCAG 2009).

Surrounding Land Uses

Land surrounding the Project site includes other commercial wind energy facilities, residential,
industrial mining, open space, and water district facilities. Commercial wind energy facilities are
located approximately 0.33 miles southwest and one mile southeast of the Project site on
unincorporated County land. The area adjacent to the west of the Project site is designated OS/MR
(Open Space/Mountain Reserve), even though an industrial mining site is located on this property.
Below are descriptions of the land uses and zoning surrounding the Project site in each of the four
cardinal directions:

e North: Undeveloped land. Immediately adjacent parcels to the north are zoned by the City
as OS/MR.
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e East: Colorado River Aqueduct, undeveloped land, scattered single-family homes,
commercial wind energy facilities. Immediately adjacent parcels to the east are zoned by
the City as OS/MR.

e South: Colorado River Aqueduct, undeveloped land, the unincorporated community of
Painted Hills, commercial wind energy facilities. Immediately adjacent parcels to the south
are zoned by the County as W-2 (Controlled Development Areas).

e West: Undeveloped land and commercial mining operations. Immediately adjacent parcels
to the west are zoned by the City as OS/MR.

Cumulative Setting

For the analysis of cumulative impacts associated with the Project, a cumulative project list was
developed through consultation with the City’s Planning Division. Table 3-1 provides a summary
of related development projects that have recently been completed, are currently being constructed,

or are being planned within the City.

Table 3-1

Cumulative Projects Located in the City of Desert Hot Springs

Project Land Use Type Size/Quantity Location Status
Mission Creek | Single-family residential, 1,126 single-family Northern edge of the City on | Under
Trails Project | multi-family residential, residential units; 923 multi- | the west side of SR-62 environmental
commercial, and recreation | family residential units; 481 review

acres of commercial,

recreation, and

homeowner’s association

lots; plus an additional

20.83 acres for commercial

and 171 residential units
CUP 02-15 Cannabis Cultivation 180,900 square feet 13310 Little Morongo Road | Construction
and DA 06-15
CUP 03-15 Cannabis Cultivation 1,001,000 square feet 16786 Little Morongo Road | Approved
and DA 04-15
CUP 04-15 Cannabis Cultivation 381,053 square feet 65000 Two Bunch Palms Construction
and DA 02-15 Tralil
CUP 06-15 Cannabis Cultivation 23,250 square feet 65241 San Jacinto Lane Operation
and DA 05-15
CUP 08-15 Cannabis Cultivation 1,800 square feet 13500 Little Morongo Road | Approved
and DA 07-15
CUP 09-15 Cannabis Cultivation 36,000 square feet East side of Cabot Road, Approved
and DA 07-15 South of Two Bunch Palms

Tralil
CUP 10-15 Cannabis Cultivation 40,000 square feet 65242 San Jacinto Lane Operation
Supplement to the Revised Commercial WECS 20 Permit Project EIR 10350.0001

May 2019

3-3



3 —PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Table 3-1

Cumulative Projects Located in the City of Desert Hot Springs

Project Land Use Type Size/Quantity Location Status
CUP 01-16 Cannabis Cultivation 36,000 square feet East side of Cabot Road, Approved
and DA 01-16 south of Two Bunch Palms

Tralil
CUP 02-16 Cannabis Cultivation 9,600 square feet 65321 Two Bunch Palms Operation
Tralil
CUP 03-16 Cannabis Cultivation 5,038 square feet 65441 Two Bunch Palms Operation
Tralil
CUP 04-16 Cannabis Cultivation 41,000 square feet 65311 San Jacinto Lane Construction-
and DA 02-16 Temporary
Use Permit
CUP 05-16 Cannabis Cultivation 45,360 square feet APN 665-030-051 Two Approved
and DA- 08-16 Bunch Palms Trail
CUP 06-16 Cannabis Cultivation 45,360 square feet APN 665-030-052 Two Approved
Bunch Palms Trail
CUP 07-16 Cannabis Cultivation 23,070 square feet 65118 San Jacinto Lane Construction
CUP 08-16 Cannabis Cultivation 4,912 square feet 65265 San Jacinto Lane Operation
CUP 09-16 Cannabis Cultivation 102,125 square feet APN 665-190-017 Little Approved
and DA 03-16 Morongo Road between
Dillon Road and 18th Street
CUP 10-16 Cannabis Cultivation 62,994 square feet APN 663-280-002 Little Approved
Morongo Road and Two
Bunch Palms Trail
CUP 11-16 Cannabis Cultivation 30,550 square feet APN 665-030-062 Two Operation
and DA 04-16 Bunch Palms Trail between
Cabot Road and Little
Morongo Road
CUP 12-16 Cannabis Cultivation 312,324 square feet APN 665-080-004 Little Construction
and DA- 06-16 Morongo Road between
Two Bunch Palms Trail and
Dillon Road
CUP 13-16 Cannabis Cultivation 6,600 square feet APN 665-030-060 Two Construction
Bunch Palms Trail between
Little Morongo Road and
Cabot Road
CUP 14-16 Cannabis Cultivation 45,000 square feet 13300 Little Morongo Road | Construction
CUP 15-16 Cannabis Cultivation 9,864 square feet 14250 Little Morongo Road | Construction
CUP 16-16 Cannabis Cultivation 50,208 square feet APN 663-280-003 east of Approved
and DA 11-16 Little Morongo Road, north
of Two Bunch Palms Trail
CUP 17-16 Cannabis Cultivation 50,208 square feet APN 663-280-004 east of Approved
and DA 12-16 Little Morongo Road, North
of Two Bunch Palms Trail
CUP 18-16 Cannabis Cultivation 36,000 square feet APN 665-030-026 east side | Approved
of Cabot Road, south of
Two Bunch Palms Trail
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Table 3-1

Cumulative Projects Located in the City of Desert Hot Springs

Project Land Use Type Size/Quantity Location Status

CUP 19-16 Cannabis Cultivation 36,000 square feet APN 665-030-038 east side | Approved

of Cabot Road, south of

Two Bunch Palms Trail
CUP 20-16 Cannabis Cultivation 224,435 square feet APN 666-310-009 west of Approved
and DA Little Morongo Road and

south of Dillon Road
CUP 23-16 Cannabis Cultivation 57,907 square feet 65401 Two Bunch Palms Construction
and DA 15-16 Tralil
CUP 25-16 Cannabis Cultivation 29,193 square feet 14650 Little Morongo Road | Approved
CUP 26-16 Cannabis Cultivation 50,210 square feet APN 665-060-006 Approved
and DA 17-16 northwest corner of Cabot

Road and Palomar Lane
CUP 27-16 Cannabis Cultivation 36,218 square feet APN 665-030-036 Approved
CUP 28-16 Cannabis Cultivation 16,288 square feet APN 665-040-015 Approved
CUP 29-16 Cannabis Cultivation 69,000 square feet APN 665-040-001 Approved
CUP 30-16 Cannabis Cultivation 12,000 square feet APN 665-030-055 Approved
CUP 01-17 Cannabis Cultivation 20,664 square feet APN 665-070-004 Approved
CUP 02-17 Cannabis Cultivation 621,920 square feet 64125 19th Avenue Construction
CUP 03-17 Cannabis Cultivation 22,000 square feet 65128 Palomar Lane Approved
CUP 05-17 Cannabis Cultivation 35,320 square feet APN 665-040-010 Approved
CUP 06-17 Cannabis Cultivation 86,700 square feet APNs 665-030-018 and Approved

665-030-019
CUP 07-17 Cannabis Cultivation 63,446 square feet APNs 665-050-001, 665- Approved
and DA 05-17 050-002, 665-050-003, 665-

050-004
CUP 08-17 Cannabis Cultivation 50,976 square feet APNs 665-040-018, 665- Approved
and DA 06-17 040-019, 665-040-022
CUP 09-17 Cannabis Cultivation 8,389 square feet APN 665-040-022 Approved
and DA 07-17
CUP 11-17 Cannabis Cultivation 35,435 square feet San Gorgonio Lane Approved
and DA 09-17 between Little Morongo

Road and Cabot Road
CUP 12-17 Cannabis Cultivation 298,576 square feet APN 665-110-006 Approved
and DA 10-17
CUP 13-17 Cannabis Cultivation 68,400 square feet APNs 665-030-039 and Approved
and DA 11-17 665-030-040
CUP 14-17 Cannabis Cultivation 104,429 square feet APN 666-310-001 Approved
and DA 12-17
CUP 15-17 Cannabis Cultivation 212,000 square feet 13640 Little Morongo Road | Approved
CUP 16-17 Cannabis Cultivation 123,000 square feet APN 665-030-048 Approved
CUP 17- Cannabis Cultivation 2,800,000 square feet 18550 Indian Canyon Drive | Construction
17and DA 07-
16
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Table 3-1

Cumulative Projects Located in the City of Desert Hot Springs

of Cabot Road between San
Jacinto Lane/Two Bunch
Palms Trail

Project Land Use Type Size/Quantity Location Status
CUP 21-17 Cannabis Cultivation 64,000 square feet APNs 665-070-001, 665- Construction
050-011, 665-050-012, 665-
050-013
CUP 24-17 Cannabis Cultivation 42,390 square feet APN 665-040-011 Approved
CUP 25-17 Cannabis Cultivation 137,030 square feet APN 665-080-012 Approved
CUP 27-17 Cannabis Cultivation 39,900 square feet APN 665-070-011 Approved
CUP 28-17 Cannabis Cultivation 2,152,583 square feet APN 666-370-019 Approved
TTM 37185 Cannabis Cultivation 1,897,799 square feet APNs 669-150-001, 669- Approved
and SP 150-002 west of Varner
Road and Palm Drive
CUP 30-17 Cannabis Cultivation 7,400 square feet 65090 San Jacinto Lane Approved
CUP 31-17 Cannabis Cultivation 54,886 square feet APN 665-050-018 Approved
CUP 32-17 Cannabis Cultivation 2,720,640 square feet APNs 666-370-010, 666- Approved
370-011
CUP 33-17 Cannabis Cultivation 16,671 square feet APN 665-030-061 Approved
CUP 34-17 Cannabis Cultivation 1,400 square feet 14350 Little Morongo Road | Approved
CUP 35-17 Cannabis Cultivation 32,650 square feet APN 665-030-020 Approved
CUP 36-17 Cannabis Cultivation 22,176 square feet APN 665-050-019 Approved
CUP 37-17 Cannabis Cultivation 15,542 square feet APN 665-040-016 Approved
CUP 38-17 Cannabis Cultivation 33,200 square feet APN 665-030-025, east side | Approved

Notes: CUP = Conditional Use Permit; DA = Development Agreement; SR = State Route; APN = Assessor’s Parcel Number

Where appropriate throughout this document, the potential cumulative impacts associated with the
addition of the proposed Project when considered with the existing commercial wind energy
facilities located south, southeast, and southwest of the Project site, such as cumulative aesthetic
or noise impacts, have also been addressed. According to the U.S. Geological Survey’s U.S. Wind
Turbine Database, nearly 3,000 individual wind turbines are listed as operational throughout the
Coachella Valley region (USGS 2018).
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3.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

3.4.1 Decommissioning of Existing Wind Turbines

The decommissioning stage of the Project would consist of dismantling and removing the existing
wind turbine generators; removing turbine access roads not required for the Project; and removing
the existing overhead collection line and poles, if underground collection lines are to be installed,
as described in Section 3.4.2. There are currently 69 turbines on the site measuring approximately
100 feet in height and 40 feet in diameter, and located on three ridgelines on the eastern half of the
project site. These turbines are accessed by existing unpaved private roadways used by
maintenance personnel.

The decommissioning process for the Project would be expected to follow these steps:

e The contractor would mobilize staff and equipment to perform the work, including setting
up a field office, hiring personnel, and arranging for utilities, along with other general
decommissioning requirements.

e Construction permits would be obtained, and a stormwater pollution prevention plan; a
spill prevention control and countermeasure plan; and other documents as required by the
City, County, and Regional Water Quality Control Board regulations would be submitted
prior to the start of decommissioning field operations. These documents would include a
Project health and safety plan, revegetation plan, site reclamation and monitoring plan,
construction notification plan, noxious weed and invasive species control plan, dust control
plan, and traffic control plan for the decommissioning phase of the Project.

e Cranes and other construction equipment sufficient to dismantle and remove the existing
wind turbine generators would be mobilized to the site.

e Gearboxes, transformers, and hydraulic systems would be drained of fluids, which would
be put into appropriate containers and would be transported and disposed of in accordance
with all state and federal environmental regulations.

e The contractor would dismantle and remove the rotor, nacelle, towers, and transformers,
and transport the entire wind turbine generator off site. It is anticipated that the towers and
nacelle would be reduced to manageable-sized pieces at the on-site temporary laydown
yard to facilitate movement off site to recycling facilities. Blades would be cut up into
manageable and appropriately sized pieces to be hauled to an appropriate recycling facility
or to an approved disposal site. If the resale market for used wind turbines and components
is viable, some of the turbines and components, such as blades, may be transported off site
intact for resale.

e All underground cables would be de-energized and abandoned in place.
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e An on-site temporary laydown yard would be established for the decommissioning and
construction phases of the Project.

e The Project site would be inspected for any remaining debris, which would then be
removed and properly disposed of off site.

3.4.2 Project Components

The Project would produce up to approximately 17 megawatts (MW) of wind energy and would
consist of up to four new wind turbines with a range of approximately 2.0 MW to 4.2 MW in
nameplate capacity per turbine. In addition to the new wind turbines, the Project includes the
following primary components, which are described in detail in the following sub-sections:

e Decommissioning of approximately 69 existing wind turbines and the appropriate
ancillary equipment.

e Construction of new underground collection lines starting at the southernmost new turbine,
heading north, connecting to each of the other three new turbines. From this point, the
collection would either continue underground in the center of the existing access road to
the off-site substation (located on APN 516030014) or it would connect to the existing
overhead 12-kilovolt (kV) collection line system on site that continues to the off-site
substation (located on APN 516030014).

e Construction of temporary and permanent access roads between turbines, as well as
improvements to existing private roadways to accommodate construction and delivery
of equipment.

e Construction of a temporary on-site laydown and parking area.

e Installation of one new temporary and one new permanent meteorological tower, each up
to approximately 309 feet tall.

e Decommissioning of the new wind turbines at the end of their useful life.
A site plan showing the primary components of the Project is provided as Figure 3-5.
3.4.21 Proposed Wind Turbines

Since wind turbine technology is continually improving, and the cost and availability of specific
types of turbines vary from year to year, the final specifications are not available; however,
representative turbines for the Project are described as follows:

e Four wind turbines, ranging from 2.0 MW to 4.2 MW in nameplate capacity per turbine

e Tubular steel towers
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e Rotor diameter — maximum of 427 feet (approximately 213-foot blades)
e Base — approximately 18 feet

e Hub height — maximum of 309 feet

e Total height of turbine (highest point) — maximum of 493 feet

The dimensions above represent the maximum expected to be installed for the Project.
Technical/physical specifications for the proposed turbines have been provided, ensuring that they
reflect the most conservative estimate of proposed turbine-related impacts. All proposed turbines
would be three-bladed, upwind, horizontal-axis wind turbines. Each turbine would be mounted on
a concrete pedestal measuring 20 feet in diameter, supported by a permanent concrete foundation.
Foundations would reach a depth of approximately 15 feet below existing ground surface. Each
turbine would have a turbine rotor and nacelle mounted on top of its tubular tower. A graphic
depiction showing the profile and dimensions of a wind turbine that may be installed on site is
provided as Figure 3-6.

The turbines would be connected to the existing, off-site collector substation through an electrical
collection system. Turbines would be arranged within the Project site in accordance with
applicable industry siting recommendations for optimum energy production while accounting for
site constraints. In this case, the turbines would occur within the eastern half of the property, on
the most western of three ridges (see Figure 3-5).

Consistent with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) rules established in Advisory Circular
70/7460-1L: Obstruction Marking and Lighting, all turbine components (including towers,
nacelles, and rotors) would be painted or finished using low-reflectivity, neutral white colors.
Exterior lighting installed on turbines would be restricted and would only include FAA aviation
warning lights.

Turbine towers would be a tapered tubular steel structure manufactured in three to five sections
depending on the tower height, and approximately 18 feet in diameter at the base. An internal
service platform at the top of each section would allow for access to the tower’s connecting bolts
for routine inspection. A ladder is located within the inside of the structure to provide access to the
nacelle for turbine maintenance.

The nacelle is the component of the wind turbine that houses the main mechanical components,
which consist of the drive train, gearbox, and generator. The nacelle would be equipped with an
anemometer and a wind vane that communicates wind speed and direction information to an
electronic controller. An electric motor rotates the nacelle and rotor to keep the turbine pointed
into the wind to maximize energy capture. An enclosed, steel-reinforced fiberglass shell houses
the nacelle to protect internal machinery from the elements.
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The hub secures the blades to the rotor shaft and is usually made from a large iron casting. The
hub is located on the front side of the nacelle and is covered by a composite nose-cone structure
to streamline airflow and protect the equipment. The hub also contains the mechanisms that allow
the blades to pitch in response to wind, temperature, and air density conditions.

The wind turbines would have a three-blade rotor. The diameter of the circle swept by the blades
(rotor swept zone) would be no more than 427 feet. The wind turbines’ control system includes
provisions to safely stop the rotor by pitching the blades to a stall position under all foreseeable
upset conditions. The turbines also would be equipped with a parking brake to keep the rotor
stationary while maintenance or inspection is performed.

Each turbine installed on the Project site would be equipped with a control system to monitor
variables consisting of wind speed and direction, air and machine temperatures, electrical voltages,
currents, vibrations, blade pitch, and yaw (side-to-side) angles. In addition to monitoring, the up-
tower control system would control nacelle and power operations. Nacelle functions include
yawing the nacelle into the wind and pitching the blades to either capture wind energy to make the
rotor turn or stall the blades to stop the rotor when necessary. Power operations controlled at the
bus cabinet inside the base of the towers include operation of the main breakers to engage the
generator with the grid and control of ancillary breakers and systems. The control system would
always be in operation to ensure that the machines operate efficiently and safely.

Each wind turbine control system would be interconnected through new fiber-optic links that
would be installed within existing access roads to a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition
(SCADA) system to remotely manage, diagnose, and coordinate operation of the complete wind
farm. The SCADA system servers would be located at an existing off-site operations and
maintenance (O&M) building, and would also be web-linked to remote locations, such as the wind
turbine manufacturer’s facilities for supervisory and maintenance purposes. The SCADA system
would also provide data to the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) through a third-
party telecommunications provider.

A step-up transformer would be used at each wind turbine to boost voltage to the appropriate medium
voltage to deliver power within the Project site. This boost is necessary because the low-voltage power
generated by the wind turbine (600 volts to 1,000 volts) is not suitable for distribution within the Project,
since it would require larger underground electrical collection cables and generate higher power losses.
The transformer may either be contained within the wind turbine unit itself or may be pad-mounted next
to the base of each wind turbine. Electrical cables in an underground electrical collection system would
transmit electricity from the transformer to the off-site existing collector substation, where the collector
substation main power transformers would boost the medium voltage to high voltage to deliver power to
the point of interconnection located at the Southern California Edison (SCE) Devers Substation 115 kV
switchrack, and for ultimate distribution to the customer base.
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Each turbine would be installed in an area designated as the turbine pad, which would include the
subterranean 60- to 70-foot-diameter steel-reinforced concrete turbine foundation, and a crane pad
to provide the appropriate working surface and strength for safe operation of the high-capacity
crawler crane required to erect each turbine. Each turbine pad would require an approximately 2.5-
to 3.5-acre temporary construction area, including a 60-foot by 100-foot crane pad. Crane pads
would be maintained for the life of the Project to provide for the operation of equipment that may
be needed for future O&M activities.

The proposed wind turbines would include built-in safety measures to comply with Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
requirements. In addition, each wind turbine would be equipped with a lightning rod atop the
nacelle. Sensitive parts in the nacelle, such as the anemometer, wind vane, and the controller, are
protected from lightning by an upgraded shielded protection system. Each of the blades would
have lightning shielding to protect the blades from damage caused by lightning. The wind turbine—
mounted protection would be tied to a bare copper grounding cable installed around the foundation
for lightning and electrical protection. A fire detection system within each wind turbine would
interface with the SCADA system.

3.4.2.2 Electrical Collection System
There are two options under consideration for the Project’s electrical system:

Option 1: The Project’s electrical system would consist of new, underground 12 kV collector
circuits that would connect from turbine to turbine and would tie directly into the existing overhead
12 kV collection system originating from inside the Project boundary. This existing on-site 12 kV
overhead collection system, which is currently used by the existing wind turbines to be
decommissioned, is connected to an existing off-site substation located on APN 516030014.

Option 2: The Project’s electrical system would consist of new, underground 12 kV or 34.5 kV
collector circuits ultimately connecting the new turbines to an off-site substation. Each new 12 kV
or 34.5 kV collection circuit would consist of three cables comprised of stranded aluminum
conductors, cross-linked polyethylene insulation, and a copper concentric shield neutral ground
wire in black polyethylene jacket. These cables would be sized according to their designed
electrical loads. Underground circuits would be directly buried within a trench with at least four
feet of cover. Fiber-optic cables for wind turbine generator management and control would be
installed within these same collection trenches to the extent possible as would bare copper or
copper-clad neutral ground wire. These trenches would be located within existing Project access
roads. Vaults and splice boxes would be placed in these trenches within existing access roads.
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3.4.2.3 Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System

The SCADA system would be installed at the Project to collect operating and performance data
from each turbine and to enable remote operation of the wind turbines. The wind turbines would
be linked to a central computer located in a nearby, off-site existing operations center by a fiber-
optic network. The SCADA system’s fiber-optic cables would be co-located with the Project’s
collection circuits within existing access roads. The SCADA system would be capable of sending
signals to a cellphone, tablet, computer, or other personal communication device to alert operations
staff of any operational issues. The SCADA system would also be connected to CAISO and SCE.
Personnel located at an existing off-site O&M facility in North Palm Springs would monitor the
wind turbines with the SCADA system.

3.4.2.4 Meteorological Towers

The Project would include installation of one new permanent and one new temporary
meteorological tower, each up to approximately 309 feet tall. Each would be equipped with
applicable FAA-compliant marking or lighting for aviation safety.

The permanent meteorological tower would consist of a free-standing, lattice structure atop an
approximately 28-foot by 28-foot square, subterranean concrete foundation approximately 15 feet
deep, and would be equipped with meteorological instruments such as anemometers to monitor and
document site-specific wind conditions in order to maximize the operating efficiency of the Project.

The temporary meteorological tower would consist of a guyed-lattice tower constructed atop an
approximately six-foot by six-foot square, subterranean temporary concrete foundation. It would
be installed at one of the four turbine sites after the site has been graded but prior to the erection
of the wind turbine. This meteorological tower would be used to obtain wind data for site
calibration related to the power curve testing process for the wind turbines prior to their
commercial operations. Although this meteorological tower would require FAA obstruction
lighting, it would only be installed for approximately six months and would be dismantled and
removed prior to turbine erection.

3.4.2.5 Access Roads

The existing network of permanent access roads would be retained and reused for the new wind
turbines. In addition to the existing roads, permanent access and maintenance roads would be
constructed to provide access and circulation within the Project. These access roads would consist
of approximately 16-foot-wide permanent roads to provide access to each wind turbine and
ancillary equipment. These same permanent access roads would be used during construction,
although the width of these roads may be temporarily increased to up to approximately 36 feet
wide to accommaodate cranes and larger construction equipment.
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Access roads would consist of compacted native material but may also require approximately four to
six inches of aggregate and/or geosynthetic material to provide the soil strength needed for
construction. The disturbed areas outside the final roadway width would be graded and compacted for
use during construction and then de-compacted, stabilized, and restored to their current condition at
the conclusion of construction. A new permanent access road layout that would span the length of the
new turbine string would incorporate applicable federal, state, and local standards regarding internal
road design and circulation, particularly those provisions related to emergency vehicle access.

Primary access to the Project site is, and would continue to be provided from SR-62 with local
access from Seely Road, 16th Avenue, Windhaven Road, and Painted Hill Road. Consistent with
mitigation measure (MM) 86 from the WECS 20 Permit Project Final Environmental Impact
Report (WECS 20 FEIR), prior to start of construction, a traffic control plan would be prepared to
address transportation activities, such as the delivery of turbine components, main assembly
cranes, and other large pieces of equipment, to reduce impacts to off-site traffic flow. The traffic
control plan would also identify the requirements for road design, construction, and O&M.

3.4.2.6 Safety

The wind turbines would be equipped with an FAA-compliant lightning rod atop the nacelle. The
anemometer, wind vane, other sensitive parts in the nacelle, and the controller are protected from
lightning strikes by an upgraded shielded protection system. Each of the blades would also have shielding
to protect the blades from damage caused by lightning. The turbine-mounted protection would be tied to
a bare copper grounding cable installed around the foundation for lightning and electrical protection.

The turbine system would be equipped with arc flash detection sensors, optical technology to
detect the presence of the initial arc flash, over-current limiting devices, and either thermal circuit
breakers or traditional fuses.

Installation of the wind turbines would be required to comply with FAA Advisory Circular
70/7460-1L Change 1, Obstruction Lighting/Marking requirements. The Project Applicant would
file Form 7460-1, Notification of Proposed Construction or Alteration, with the FAA prior to
constructing the wind turbines. To ensure safety to both air traffic and O&M personnel on the
ground, the FAA would determine the appropriate lighting required for the wind turbines and the
appropriate exterior finish for the turbines and towers for daylight marking.

During the construction phase, access roads would have gates or signs installed at points of
ingresses for safety reasons, as necessary, to control public access to the Project site.

3.4.2.7 Security

All turbine tower access doors would be locked to limit public access, with no fencing.
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3.4.3 Project Construction

Construction of the Project is anticipated to last approximately 13 months. The Project
construction would involve the following tasks:

e Existing turbine decommissioning (first phase).

e Overall clearing, grubbing, and grading of the Project site.

e Construction of access roads, parking, and temporary equipment staging area.

e Implementation of dust and erosion control measures.

e Excavation for turbine foundations.

e Preparation of crane pads for erection of the turbines.

e Erection of the permanent and temporary meteorological towers.

e Construction of foundations for the wind turbines, including backfill and installation of
crane pads.

¢ Removal of the temporary meteorological tower.

e Transportation of turbine components to the Project site.

e Erection of wind turbines, including towers, nacelles, and rotors.
e Installation of electrical collection and SCADA systems.

e Commissioning and testing the wind turbines.

e Completing final road grading and decommissioning, final erosion control, restoration, re-
vegetation, and site cleanup.

e Existing turbine decommissioning (second phase).

The various types of construction equipment and vehicle trips used for estimating the Project-
generated construction emissions are shown in Table 4.2-6.

3.4.3.1 Clearing and Grading

Clearing and grading for the Project site, including access roads and the approximately two-acre
temporary laydown and parking area, would result in approximately 117,000 cubic yards of cut
and 117,000 cubic yards of fill, and any actual net volume remaining would be redistributed
throughout the Project site. The amount of clearing and grading at each turbine site would depend
on topography, but is anticipated to cover approximately 2.5 acres to 3.5 acres. Similarly, the
amount of clearing and grading at the permanent meteorological tower site would depend on
topography, but is anticipated to cover approximately 0.2 acres. Each graded site would include
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enough area to account for the wind turbine or meteorological tower foundation and for an
approximately 60-foot by 100-foot, temporary crane pad area. These crane pad areas would be
used for the crane pad, equipment laydown, and other construction-related needs. The crane pad
is required for supporting the large tower erection crane and would consist of a compacted native
soil or compacted aggregate base gravel area. The topsoil from the crane pads, if any, would be
used at adjacent locations during restoration activities. Upon completion of construction, gravel
with a minimum approximately 12-foot width would be placed around each approximately 18-
foot-diameter reinforced concrete turbine pedestal to provide truck access. The balance of the
cleared area would be revegetated.

To support the construction crane for turbine or meteorological tower erection, a compacted-soil
crane pad with a maximum slope of 1% would be required. The construction crane pad would not
have an asphalt surface, and underlying soils would be compacted to provide a soil-bearing
capacity designed to provide a stable foundation for the crane. Construction of the Project would
rely on existing roads.

3.4.3.2 Foundation Construction and Tower Erection

Permanent turbine and meteorological tower foundations would be buried underground and would
include scour protection provisions as necessary. Exact dimensions for the turbine foundations would
depend on geotechnical survey results, site-specific needs, and the selected wind turbine model. After
turbine erection has been completed, with the exception of the approximately 20-foot-diameter
foundation pedestal and the turbine access road, the cleared area would be revegetated.

The turbine foundation design would be based on site-specific geotechnical investigations; prior
to confirming the final turbine locations, soil borings would be collected for each turbine site to
ensure sufficient soil bearing capacity necessary to provide a stable foundation for the crane.
During the construction phase, a licensed geotechnical engineer would then analyze and
recommend specific construction techniques for foundational strength at each turbine. Reinforced
concrete foundations would be placed for the turbines according to the manufacturer’s and
geotechnical engineer’s recommendations.

3.4.3.3 Temporary Meteorological Tower Foundation Construction and Tower
Erection

Temporary meteorological towers would be installed by crane at specified turbine locations that
would have already been graded and prepared for turbine construction. Therefore, no
incremental site preparation work would be required. These towers would require much smaller
concrete foundations than the permanent meteorological towers since they would be supported
by guy wires. After approximately six months of collecting sufficient, site-specific wind data,
these towers would be removed.
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3.4.3.4 Electrical Collection System

The Project’s complete electrical collector system would consist of a network of circuits that would
collect and deliver electricity from each of the wind turbines to an existing substation located
outside the Project boundary to the south-southwest. An existing 12 kVV overhead collection
system within the Project boundary is currently in use by the existing wind energy facility that
would be decommissioned. In the event that the Project elected to use this existing system (Option
1), the only underground collection that would be installed would include the collection exiting
from each new wind turbine and terminating at the northernmost pole structure in the Project site.
The collection would exit the ground at this pole and connect to the existing overhead system to
deliver electricity into the off-site substation

Alternatively, the Project could install a completely underground electrical collection system to
deliver electricity into the off-site substation (Option 2). The installation of underground electrical
collection would be within the existing access roads. All underground collection would be placed
within a 48-inch-deep and 12-inch-wide cable trench. The topsoil in the trench would be removed
and set aside. During backfill, the topsoil would be replaced as the uppermost layer.

3.4.3.5 Temporary Laydown and Parking

An approximately two-acre temporary laydown and staging area would be used for construction
parking and as a temporary laydown yard to stage and store wind turbine components, construction
equipment, and construction materials. Steel construction containers would be used to securely
store specialized equipment. This area would be located strategically within the Project site to
optimize construction activities while also minimizing off-site visual impacts. After construction,
all temporary disturbances and construction containers associated with the temporary laydown and
parking area would be removed, and these areas would be restored to their current condition.

3.4.3.6 Construction Communication and Contacts

The Project Applicant would develop a construction communication plan for review and approval
by the Desert Hot Springs Police and Fire Departments. A list of emergency telephone numbers
would be distributed to staff, and all emergencies would be immediately reported to the Project
Applicant’s on-site construction representative. Contact information for lead construction
personnel would be provided to respective agencies. In addition, construction crews and inspectors
would be equipped with radios and cellular telephones to communicate in the event of an
emergency. Any radio units used during construction would comply with Federal Communications
Commission’s rules and regulations. The Project would comply with, and Project contractors
would adhere to, the emergency response procedures in the Project Applicant’s construction
communication plan.
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3.4.3.7 Work Force

The Project may require up to 35 employees per day during the peak construction period. On
average, 25 employees would be present at the Project site daily, and up to 28 daily truck deliveries
are estimated during peak construction; however, truck deliveries would vary depending on the
specific stage of construction. Construction activities would occur six days per week during the
City’s allowable hours of operation (i.e., 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.). Generally, all employees would
arrive within the morning peak hour and depart within the evening peak hour, and delivery truck
trips would be distributed evenly between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. during weekdays
and between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays.

3.4.3.8 Construction Vehicle Access

The primary regional construction access and haul route into the Project site would be from SR-62,
with local access from Seely Road, 16th Avenue, Windhaven Road, and Painted Hill Road.
Consistent with MM 86 from the WECS 20 FEIR, prior to start of construction, a traffic control
plan would be prepared to address transportation activities, such as the delivery of turbine
components, main assembly cranes, and other large pieces of equipment, to reduce impacts to off-
site traffic flow. The traffic control plan would also identify the requirements for road design,
construction, and O&M.

Construction contractors would post signs on public roads, alerting the public of increased heavy
construction traffic. When possible, delivery times would be planned around local peak travel
periods to avoid congestion. Other than access to the Project site on public roads, no work would
be performed in the public rights-of-way.

3.4.3.9 Flagging/Staking of Project Site

Environmentally sensitive areas would be staked, flagged, or fenced to display boundaries, so that
sensitive ecological and archaeological resources would be avoided (see Sections 4.3 and 4.4 for
discussions regarding biological and cultural resources). Consistent with MM 27 from the WECS
20 FEIR, the Project Applicant would provide training to construction personnel in regards to these
environmentally sensitive areas and avoidance measures, and on the importance of identified
exclusion areas to be avoided.

3.4.3.10 Water Use

Water would be required during the construction phase of the Project. Water would be used for
road construction and compaction, turbine foundations, dust suppression, and for fire protection.
A breakdown of water usage for Project construction is as follows:
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1. Road Construction — Assuming on-site sand materials with extremely low in-situ moisture
contents, 110 pounds per cubic foot, and 10% optimum moisture content, it is estimated
that a total of approximately 1,500,000 gallons of water are needed for access road
compaction efforts.

2. Turbine Foundation Concrete Mixing — Zero gallons of water would be applied on site,
as concrete would be provide by an off-site, ready-mix plant.

3. Dust Suppression During Construction — A maximum of eight water trucks per day
(16,000 gallons) are anticipated. Assuming a 45-day duration where dust suppression is
required regularly, it is estimated that a total of approximately 720,000 gallons would be
used during construction.

3.4.3.11 Concrete Quantities

Sand, aggregate, and cement would be sourced from existing local and permitted quarries. Cement
obtained from off-site vendors would be delivered by truck. Approximate quantities for raw
materials necessary for each proposed turbine would include approximately 592 cubic yards of
concrete for each foundation, and a total of approximately 2,500 cubic yards for the entire
construction phase.

3.4.3.12 Construction Waste and Hazardous Materials

Construction wastes would consist primarily of concrete waste from turbine pad demolition and
construction, wood waste from wood forms used for concrete pad construction, and scrap metal
steel from turbine tower construction. Additional wastes could include erosion control materials,
such as straw bales and silt fencing, and packaging materials from associated turbine parts and
other electrical equipment. Construction wastewater would be generated from concrete trucks after
concrete loads have been emptied. The construction contractor would be responsible for
conducting wash-down activities at the on-site laydown yard as required. Appropriate erosion
control and stormwater best management practices (BMPs) would be installed at this location to
contain wash-down water to the laydown area. Portable toilets would be provided for on-site
sewage handling during construction and would be pumped and cleaned regularly by the
construction contractor. No other wastewater would be generated during construction.

Construction waste would be minimized by estimating materials needs in advance and through
efficient construction practices. Construction wastes would be recycled when feasible. Steel scrap
would be collected and transported to a recycling facility. Wood waste would also be recycled where
feasible, depending on size and quantity of scrap and leftover materials. Concrete waste may be used
as on-site fill; however, if there is no reuse option available for concrete waste, it would be removed to
a nearby landfill. Packaging waste (such as paper and cardboard) would be separated and recycled.
Any non-recyclable wastes would be collected and transported to a local landfill.
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Industrial waste would be generated in the construction phase and include paints and solvents
associated with the assembly of the turbines and towers. The Project does not include the
demolition of any existing building that may contain asbestos or lead-based paint. No hazardous
materials (40 Code of Federal Regulations 355) are anticipated to be produced, used, stored, or
disposed of as a result of construction, operation, or decommissioning of the facilities.

In the unlikely event that hazardous materials are encountered on site during Project construction,
a hazardous materials management plan or similar document required by the fire department or
County Department of Environmental Health regulations would be prepared that addresses
storage, use, transportation, and disposal of each hazardous material encountered at the site. This
plan would also identify requirements for notices to federal and local emergency response
authorities, and would include emergency response plans.

A spill prevention, control and countermeasure plan would be prepared that identifies where
construction equipment fuels and wastes would be stored on site, spill prevention measures to be
implemented, training requirements, appropriate spill response actions for each material or waste,
the locations of spill response Kits on site, a procedure for ensuring that the spill response kits are
adequately stocked at all times, and procedures for making timely notifications to authorities.

3.4.3.13 Soil Stabilization

To minimize erosion during and after construction, BMPs for erosion, sediment, and stormwater
control would be used. The appropriate mix of BMPs would be approved by the City in a water
quality management plan; these measures may include installation of silt fences, straw wattles,
mulch, and/or gravel bags.

3.4.3.14 Construction Training and Monitoring

Consistent with MM 27 from the WECS 20 FEIR, which requires all construction personnel to
participate in a biological awareness training and for standard construction practices, an
environmental training program would be prepared for construction contractors and on-site
personnel. The environmental training would cover the sensitive resources found on site,
flagging/fencing of exclusion areas, permit requirements, and other environmental issues and
permit constraints. Construction site personnel would be required to attend the environmental
training in conjunction with hazard and safety training prior to working on site. Construction
employees would be instructed to avoid harassment and disturbance of wildlife, and training would
reinforce that no plants or wildlife should be collected from the Project site.

The Project Applicant would use an on-site Compliance Manager and would require that construction
contractors designate a Field Contact Representative to oversee their compliance during construction.
The Field Contact Representative would be responsible for overseeing compliance with protective
measures and coordination in accordance with the City, County, and other applicable regulatory agencies.
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3.4.3.15 Facility Testing and Commissioning

As facilities are constructed, commissioning would take place to ensure all facilities are operating
per applicable specifications. Each wind turbine would be tested and commissioned individually
along with associated equipment. Upon all inspections being completed and certifications being
provided by third-party inspectors, the Project would be fully operational and able to deliver
energy to the electric grid.

3.4.4  Project Operations and Maintenance

The Project would not require an on-site O&M facility. An existing, off-site O&M building and
yard would store critical spare wind turbine parts and provide a building for maintenance services.
General equipment that would be stored at the O&M facility would include utility vehicles and
other equipment that are necessary for operations.

O&M activities for the Project would remain similar to the O&M activities conducted for the
existing facility. Regularly scheduled maintenance of the Project would generally include
lubrication of mechanical parts, cleaning of blades, and changing of fluids, performed in
conformance with the manufacturer’s guidelines. In the event of equipment failure, major
overhauls or component replacements would be required, necessitating use of cranes or other
equipment similar to that used during construction. Crane pads created during the construction
phase would be maintained during the life of the Project so that new crane pads would not need to
be constructed for O&M activities; thus, cranes and other equipment needed for O&M activities
would be able to use these existing disturbed pads. Maintenance personnel would be on site on a
regular basis to service turbines, replace parts, and perform other maintenance duties.

The Project would use wind turbines designed with several levels of built-in safety measures to
comply with OSHA and ANSI requirements. Personnel located at the O&M facility would monitor
the wind turbines with the SCADA system. The SCADA system would allow for controlling and
monitoring individual wind turbines, as well as the Project as a whole, from the O&M building. If
problems occur, the SCADA system could send signals to a cell phone, tablet, computer, or other
personal communication device to alert operations staff.

Each turbine would be serviced twice per year or as needed. Inoperative turbines would be repaired,
replaced, or removed in a timely manner. Typical turbine servicing activities would include removing
the turbine rotor, replacing generators, bearings, and deploying personnel to climb the towers to inspect
and service parts above ground level, such as the blades or anemometers.
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3.45 Future Project Decommissioning

The Project lifespan would be at least 30 years. When the proposed facility is decommissioned, the four
wind turbines would be removed from the Project site and the materials would be reused or sold for scrap.
Decommissioning activities are anticipated to include similar types of decommissioning-related activities
as described in Section 3.4.1. All management plans, BMPs, stipulations, and requirements applicable to
the decommissioning phase of the existing wind turbines would be similarly applicable to the
decommissioning phase of the proposed Project. Depending on the future use of the Project site following
removal of the four wind turbines, the site may need to be decompacted, recontoured, and/or hydroseeded
to restore the site to a pre-development condition.

3.5 PROJECT OBJECTIVES
Local Purpose and Need

The Project would replace an existing wind energy facility containing approximately 69 antiquated
wind turbines. Many of these wind turbines have been in operation for approximately 30 years and
consist of several