2019080464

Notice of Exemption Form D

To: Office of Planning and Research From: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
P.0. Box 3044, Room 212 5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 pamta Hosa Ca, 93403

Phone 707-576-2220
Fax 707-523-0135

Email: NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov

Project Title: Powers Creek Multiuse Bridge Project
Project Location - Specific: 40.880128°,-123.993711°
Project Location - City: Blue Lake Project Location - County: Humboldt

Description of Project: The City is proposing the construction of a multi-use bridge (pedestrian, bicycle,
and equestrian) over Powers Creek. The proposed project will decrease habitat disturbances by creating
an elevated path to that which currently exists through Powers Creek. Furthermore, the proposed project
will improve public access and safety along Powers Creek by offering a formal crossing between two
popular public destinations, the Rodeo Grounds and residences to the north, and the multi-use trail and
Business Park to the south.

The proposed bridge project has been designed by SHN, the City’s consulting engineer. The channel
grading proposed in the SHN plans is consistent with the design plans developed by Greenway Partners for
the larger Power Creek Fish Habitat Restoration Project (Appendix 4). The City proposes to construct a 9-
ft. x 60-ft. concrete foot bridge over Powers Creek. The bridge will consist of pre-cast footings, steel
girders, and pre-cast concrete deck panels. Surficial fill will be placed on the interior channel banks to
accommodate a total bridge length of 60 ft. The channel slope under the bridge, as well as any fill
protruding into the channel, will be protected with rock slope protection (RSP). The proposed bridge
design includes the construction of a 34-ft.-long northern approach and 50-ft.-long southern approach to
provide a transition between the proposed bridge and the existing pathways consistent with the
Accessibility Requirements provided in the California Building Code.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Blue Lake

Exempt Status: (check one)
[_] Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1): (5268):
[ 1 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)):
[_] Emergency Project (Sec. 21 080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[X] Categorical Exemption; Section 15303 New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures
[[] Statutory Exemptions; State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt: The project activities involves minor alterations to land that will result
in a net gain of beneficial uses.

Lead Agency Contact: Brandon Stevens Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 707-576-2377

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? [_] Yes [ ] No

Digitally.signed by
Joshua Curtis
e “'Date:2019.08.22
Signature: 13:21:32-07'00' . Date: August 22,2019 Title: Executive Officer
Matthias St. John

X Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR:
[] Signed by Applicant
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