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INITIAL STUDY

Project Title:
City of Long Beach Omnibus Zoning Code Amendments — September 2019

Lead agency name and address:
City of Long Beach

411 W. Ocean Boulevard, 3™ Floor
Long Beach, CA 90802

Contact person and phone number:
Cynthia de la Torre, Planner
(562) 570-6559

Project Location:
City of Long Beach, County of Los Angeles, California.

Project Sponsor’s name and contact information:
City of Long Beach, Long Beach Development Services
c/o Christopher Koontz

411 W. Ocean Boulevard, 3™ Floor

Long Beach, CA 90802

(562) 570-6288

General Plan:

The proposed Zoning Code Amendments would cover all General Plan Land Use
Districts that apply to any zoning district, Specific Plan area, or Planned Development

(PD) district in the City of Long Beach.

Zoning:

The proposed Zoning Code Amendment would cover all zoning districts and all Planned

Development districts in the City of Long Beach.

Project Description:

The proposed Zoning Code Amendments — September 2019 (Project) would consist of
changes categorized henceforth in this document by ‘land use’, ‘development
standards’, and ‘administrative procedures’, collectively referred to as the “Project.” The
specific extent of the changes to Title 21 of the Long Beach Municipal Code (Zoning

Ordinance) are described as follows:

1) Land Use: Define and provide regulations for the following uses currently

undefined in the Zoning Code:

a. Indoor and outdoor amusement/entertainment facilities, including escape

rooms and similar uses;
b. Tutoring centers;
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c. Animal-related uses including ancillary animal adoption and boarding
related uses;

2) Development Standards: Make the following changes to existing development
standards:

a. Eliminate required distance between structures on a single property within
residential zoning districts;

b. Exempt non-conforming historic landmarks and contributing buildings,
structures, and lots located in historic landmark districts from complying
with parking requirements for expansions or interior alterations to
residential uses to create additional bedrooms;

c. Update the Gross Floor Area (GFA) definition to include on-grade, semi-
subterranean, and subterranean garages, as well as lofts, basements, and
finished or habitable attics as part of GFA; update the definitions and code
sections for lot coverage and floor area ratio to clarify that garage area up
to 700 square feet for a single-family dwelling and all garage area for
multi-family dwellings and non-residential buildings are exempt from lot
coverage and Floor Area Ratio (FAR) calculations; lastly, exempt
underground parking from complying with building setback requirements.

d. Update fence regulations in flood zones to measure from the top of the
flood plain and clarify standards for corner cutoffs;

e. Provide exceptions to height limits for rooftop solar collectors in
commercial, industrial, and institutional zoning districts;

3) Administrative Procedures: Make the following change to existing noticing
requirements:

a. Update noticing requirements to exempt hearing items continued to a date
certain from re-noticing.

Surrounding land uses and settings:

The City of Long Beach is adjacent to the following municipalities: City of Los Angeles
(Wilmington, Port of Los Angeles), Carson, Compton, Paramount, Bellflower,
Lakewood, Hawaiian Gardens, Cypress, Los Alamitos and Seal Beach. It is also
adjacent to the unincorporated communities of Rancho Dominguez and Rossmoor. In
addition, the City of Signal Hill is completed surrounded by the City of Long Beach.

Public agencies whose approval is required:

Long Beach Planning Commission (recommend City Council adopt Negative
Declaration 06-20 and approve the Omnibus Zoning Code Amendments — September
2019)

Long Beach City Council (adopt Negative Declaration 06-20 and adopt the Omnibus
Zoning Code Amendments — September 2019)

California Coastal Commission (find that the Omnibus Zoning Code Amendments —
September 2019 are in conformance with the City’s Certified Local Coastal Program)
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project,
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact,” as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages:

[0 Aesthetics Il Sﬁ‘:g;ﬂ?e Gas [] Public Services

Agriculture / Forestry Hazards and Hazardous .
O Resources u Materials [ Recreation
] Air Quality [] Hydrology / Water Quality | [] Transportation

. . . Tribal Cultural
[] Biological Resources [] Land Use/ Planning I Resources
. Utilities / Service
[0 Cultural Resources [(] Mineral Resources [ Systems
[0 Energy [J Noise [] Wildfire
. . . Mandatory Findings of

[] Geology / Soils [J Population / Housing O Significance

DETERMINATION:
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

X | find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

O | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

] | find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

O | find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards,
and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis, as
described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

O] | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIAVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

lucdle Jﬂ/&p}v%ﬂ/"‘ﬂ/ Quly 31, M1
Déte /

Cynthia de la Torre
Plan
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1)

2)

4)

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that
are supported adequately by the information sources a lead agency cites in the
parenthesis following each question. A “No Impact’ answer is adequately
supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does
not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g. the project falls outside a fault
rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on
project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g. the project will not
expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project specific screening
analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as
well as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and
construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may
occur, then the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially
significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant.
“Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that
an effect may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant
Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

“Negative Declaration; Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporation”
applies where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect
from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant Impact.” The
lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they
reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from
“Earlier Analysis,” as described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or
other California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process, an effect has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or Negative Declaration (per Section
15063(c)(3)(D)). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for
review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above
checklist were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such
effect were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier
analysis.

C) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less that Significant with
Mitigation Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures
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6)

9)

which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to
information sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning
ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should,
where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement
is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other
sources used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different
formats; however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this
checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental effects in whatever format
is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question;
and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than
significance.
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. AESTHETICS. Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099,
would the project:

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [X] LessThan [] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project would not result in substantial adverse effects to any scenic
vistas. The City topography is relatively flat, with scenic vistas of the ocean to
the south and Palos Verdes to the west. In addition, distant views of the San
Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains to the north, as well as the Santa Ana
Mountains tothe east are occasionally available to the public on days of clear
visibility (primarily during the winter months).

The Project involves amendments to Title 21 of the City’s Municipal Code
(Zoning Ordinance). The purpose of the proposed code amendments is to define
and regulate uses currently undefined (refer to the Project Description on pages
1-2 for the “Land Use” amendments); streamline and clarify development
standards across multiple subsections of the City code (refer to the Project
Description on pages 1-2 for the “Development Standards” amendments); and
update noticing requirements for items that are continued to a date certain during
a hearing (refer to the Project Description on pages 1-2 for the “Administrative
Procedures” amendment).

Of the proposed code amendments, one of the proposed “Development
Standards” amendments would exempt rooftop solar collectors on new and
existing buildings in commercial, industrial, and institutional zoning districts from
counting toward height. This allowance is already provided in the City’s
residential zones. This amendment would facilitate the installation of solar
collectors on buildings in the aforementioned zones, which would be consistent
with a greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals identified in the City’s Sustainable
City Action Plan. Additionally, Section 21080.35 of the Public Resources Code
establishes a statutory exemption from CEQA for rooftop solar systems installed
on existing buildings, and this code amendment will bring the City’s zoning
regulations in alignment with State law. The amendment would allow additional
height above the established height limits for the zones; however, the increase in
height for solar collectors would be minimal and not would not affect scenic
vistas.

One of the other proposed “Development Standards” amendments would allow
for the height of fences in flood zones to be measured from the top of the flood
plain. This amendment would lead to an increase in height for fences located in
flood zones; however, the fences would still be subject to the code’s fence height
requirements.
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While every future development scenario cannot be anticipated at this time, the
Project is not anticipated to result in negative impacts to the City’s visual
environment. Therefore, no further analysis of this environmental issue is
necessary.

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to,
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic

highway?
[] Potentially [] LessThan [[] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

There are no State scenic highways located within the City. No scenic
resources, trees or rock outcroppings would be damaged due to Project
implementation. There would, therefore, be no impact to any scenic resource
and no further analysis is required.

c. In nonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings?
(Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project
conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic

quality?
[] Potentially [[] LessThan Less Than [] Nolmpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

The Project applies to all properties within the City of Long Beach, which is an
urbanized area, and is surrounded by other urbanized areas. As discussed in |.a.
and l.b., the proposed project is not anticipated to degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views and is not in conflict with applicable zoning or
other regulations governing scenic quality.

d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely
affect day or nighttime views in the area?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

All future developments and land use activities would be required to comply
with all applicable regulations, including Long Beach Municipal Title 21 (Long
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Beach Zoning Ordinance). Title 21 includes development standards that
prevent and reduce light and glare. California Public Resources Code
Section 21080.35 establishes a statutory exemption from CEQA for rooftop
solar systems. Because of existing development standards that address light
and glare and because of the statutory exemption for rooftop solar systems,
no impacts are anticipated, and no further analysis is required.

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining
whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the
Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and
forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the
California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency, to nonagricultural use?

[[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act

contract?
[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code Section
51104(g))?
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[[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [[] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

e. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

[[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

For Sections Il. a., b., c., d. and e. - There are no agricultural zones within
the City of Long Beach, which is an urbanized community, surrounded by
other urbanized areas. Given that there are no agricultural zones in the City,
the Project would have no effect upon agricultural resources within the City of
Long Beach or any other neighboring city or within the County.

. AIRQUALITY

The South Coast Air Basin is subject to some of the worst air pollution in the nation,
attributable to its topography, climate, meteorological conditions, large population base,
and dispersed urban land use patterns.

Air quality conditions are affected by the rate and location of pollutant emissions and by
climatic conditions that influence the movement and dispersion of pollutants.
Atmospheric forces such as wind speed, wind direction, and air temperature gradients,
along with local and regional topography, determine how air pollutant emissions affect
air quality.

The South Coast Air Basin has a limited capability to disperse air contaminants because
of its low wind speeds and persistent temperature inversions. In the Long Beach area,
predominantly daily winds consist of morning onshore airflow from the southwest at a
mean speed of 7.3 miles per hour and afternoon and evening offshore airflow from the
northwest at 0.2 to 4.7 miles per hour with little variability between seasons. Summer
wind speeds average slightly higher than winter wind speeds. The prevailing winds
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carry air contaminants northward and then eastward over Whittier, Covina, Pomona and
Riverside.

The majority of pollutants found in the Los Angeles County atmosphere originate from
automobile exhausts as unburned hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, oxides of nitrogen
and other materials. Of the five major pollutant types (carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, reactive organic gases, sulfur oxides, and particulates), only sulfur oxide
emissions are produced mostly by sources other than automobile exhaust.

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality
management district or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the
following determinations. Would the project:

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality

plan?
[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan [X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) has determined
that if a project is consistent with the growth forecasts for the subregion in
which it is located, it is consistent with the South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD) Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP), and
regional emissions are mitigated by the control strategies specified in the
AQMP. The purpose of the proposed code amendment is in part to update
and reconcile sections of the Zoning Code that are outdated or incongruent
with current planning practices and to better align development regulations in
the City with current land use trends and as a means to better implement
adopted policies. For example, the “Land Use” amendments define and
regulate uses, such as escape rooms, tutoring services, and ancillary animal
boarding and adoption in order to respond to demand for such uses on
commercial corridors in proximity to neighborhoods and as a means to
permit a wider array of viable commercial uses that will activate commercial
areas.

The proposed Project will not increase development potential, rather some of
the amendments are more protective of the environment. For example, the
proposed Development Standard amendment that would exempt historic
landmarks and contributing buildings, structures, and lots in historic
landmark districts from complying with parking requirements for expansions
or interior alterations to create additional bedrooms would protect existing
historic structures by ensuring that additions/expansions that are compatible
with the existing historic resource. Overall, it is anticipated that this omnibus
code amendment will facilitate more climate-resilient buildings and less
pollution. For example, under the proposed code amendment, solar panels
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may exceed applicable height limits, increasing the amount of solar power
generation in the City and reducing the demand for power produced via non-
renewable sources and associated emissions. Additionally, another
Development Standard amendment would update fence regulations in flood
zones to measure from the top of the floodplain as a way to assist property
owners in adapting to the effects of climate change. This proposed
amendment is consistent with short-term sea level rise and flooding
adaptation strategies contained in the City’s draft CAAP.

The total amount of future development was contemplated in the General
Plan, SCAG Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy (RTP/SCS), and the resulting AQMP which was based on the
RTP/SCS. Build-out consistent with the projections within the AQMP does
not create impacts beyond those already analyzed in the RTP/SCS and
AQMP. Since this Project does not propose any specific developments or
growth-inducing projects that would conflict with the SCAG growth forecasts,
it would be consistent with the AQMP and therefore no further analysis is
required.

b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for. which the project region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [X] LessThan [] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Implementation of the proposed Project would not significantly lower air
quality standards or contribute to an air quality violation. The purpose of the
proposed code amendment is to a.) define and provide regulations for uses
currently undefined in the zoning code (Land Use amendments); b.)
modernize existing development standards (Development Standards
amendments); and c.) streamline noticing processes (Administrative
Procedures amendments) across multiple subsections of the City code. It is
anticipated that this code amendment will not have an impact on development
and emissions. Therefore, Project would not impact air quality and no further
environmental analysis is required.

c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan X] Less Than [] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation
12 City of Long Beach
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The CEQA Air Quality Handbook defines sensitive receptors as children,
athletes, elderly and sick individuals that are more susceptible to the effects
of air pollution than the population at large. Facilities that serve various types
of sensitive receptors, including, schools, hospitals, and senior care centers,
are located throughout the City. The Project involves definition and
regulation of tutoring centers and amusement/entertainment facilities, which
are facilities that may serve children and seniors, among others. Both
tutoring centers and amusement/entertainment facilities are restricted to
commercial districts in the City. These facilities would be subject to siting
restrictions pertaining to commercial zoning districts and operational
performance standards specific to the use, and by their nature are not
generally anticipated to generate substantial pollutants nor increase
exposure by sensitive receptors as compared to other commercial uses
permitted in the commercial zones in which these uses will be permitted.
Please see Sections lll.a. and b. above for further discussion.

d. Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of people?

Potentially [] LessThan X] LessThan [] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

Land uses associated with odor complaints typically include agricultural
uses, wastewater treatment plants, food processing plants, chemical plants,
composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding. Potential
sources of odors during construction include use of architectural coatings
and solvents, and diesel- powered construction equipment. SCAQMD Rule
1113 limits the amount of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from
architectural coatings and solvents, which lowers odorous emissions.

The Project would not allow operations that could directly or indirectly result in
any significant adverse odors or intensification of odors beyond those
typically associated with construction activities. The animal boarding and
adoption uses have the potential to generate odors that could impact
surrounding residential uses, but operational performance standards such as
a limitation on the size of the adoption and boarding area to ensure the use
is an ancillary component of the primary operation; a requirement to
incorporate impervious flooring surfaces and floor drains; and a requirement
that the operator clean all recreational and boarding areas daily have been
incorporated to minimize any potential impacts. No further
environmental analysis is necessary.
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the project?

a. Have a substantial adverse impact, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Wildlife habitats within the City are generally limited to parks, nature
preserves, and water body areas. The Project would not promote
activities that would remove or impact any existing or planned wildlife
habitats. No further environmental analysis is required.

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans,
policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Game
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan [X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Land uses subject to this proposed Project would occur in established
urbanized areas and would not remove or impact any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural communities. No further environmental analysis is
required.

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [[] LessThan [X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Future implementation of the proposed Project would occur in established
urbanized areas and would not promote or involve alteration of any
protected wetland areas. No further environmental analysis is required.
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d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery

sites?
Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

Project implementation would occur in established urbanized areas and
would not alter or adversely impact any native resident or migratory fish
or wildlife species, corridors, or nursery sites. No further environmental
analysis is required.

e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Project implementation would be consistent with the General Plan and in
conformity with all local policies and regulations. It would not alter or
eliminate any existing or future policy or ordinance protecting biological
resources. No further environmental analysis is required.

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, or
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [[] LessThan [X] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project would not have any adverse effects on any existing or future
habitat conservation plans. Please see Sections [IV.a. through e. above
for further discussion.
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource pursuant to Section §15064.5?

[[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The City of Long Beach is an urbanized community and nearly all
properties within the City (except for areas such as protected park lands)
have been previously disturbed and/or developed. The proposed Project
would not promote, encourage, or enable activities that could remove,
degrade, or in any way adversely impact local historic resources. Instead,
the proposed Development Standards amendment related to historic
structures would effectively better protect the existing historic resources
by allowing expansions and bedroom additions in non-conforming historic
structures without requiring additional parking that can negatively impact
historic resources by adding massing, increasing lot coverage, and
materially changing development patterns to accommodate parking in
ways that are more incompatible with the existing historic context.
Expansions or interior alterations to residential uses in non-conforming
historic landmarks and contributing buildings, structures, and lots located
in historic landmark districts would be regulated and protected as Historic
Resources within the City, pursuant to the City’s Cultural Heritage
Ordinance, as well as the Historic Preservation Element of the General
Plan. No further environmental analysis is required.

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to Section §15064.5?

Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

Implementation of the Project would not result in any specific construction
activities involving extensive excavation, and therefore is not anticipated
to affect or destroy any archaeological resources due to its geographic
location. The proposed zoning code amendments do not lessen existing
legal protections of archaeological resources nor tribal consultation
requirements on individual projects. Please see Section V.a. above for
further discussion.
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c. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project does not propose any activities that would involve extensive
excavation that could result in the disturbance of any designated cemetery
or other burial ground or place of interment. Please see Sections V.a.
through b. for further discussion.

VI. ENERGY. Would the project:
a. Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful,

inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during
project construction or operation?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan Less Than [] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project includes amendments to the existing regulations pertaining to
height of rooftop solar energy collection structures on commercial,
industrial, and institutional zoning districts. The proposed Project would
exempt rooftop solar collectors from height, thereby resulting in greater
energy efficiency and better aligning the City’s zoning code with State law
that aims to increase the energy supply from renewable energy share
supply from renewable energy resources as a means to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and reduce the effects of climate change.
Reroofing and utilities would be required to comply with all applicable
regulations, including Long Beach Municipal Title 21 (Long Beach Zoning
Ordinance) and Part 6 (California Energy Code) of Title 24 (California
Building Standards Code). Since Project implementation would not
directly or indirectly result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources, during project construction or
operation, no further analysis is required.

b. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy
efficiency?
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[] Potentially [] LessThan X] Less Than [] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for
renewable energy or energy efficiency—see Section Vl.a. above.

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project:

a. Directly or indirectly cause potential adverse effects, including the risk
of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map
issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

[] Potentially [[] LessThan X] LessThan [] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Per Plate 2 of the Seismic Safety Element of the General Plan, the most
significant fault system in the City is the Newport-Inglewood fault zone.
This fault zone runs in a northwest to southeast angle across the
southern half of the City. The proposed Project involves amendments
to the City’s zoning code and does not involve any construction.

All land uses subject to the provisions of this proposed Project would
be required to comply with applicable building codes that account for
the possibility of seismic events. No further environmental analysis is
necessary.

i) Strong seismic ground shaking?

[[] Potentially [] LessThan X] Less Than [] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Newport-Inglewood fault zone could create substantial ground
shaking if a seismic event occurred along that fault. Similarly, a strong
seismic event on any other fault system in Southern California has the
potential to create considerable levels of ground shaking throughout
the City. However, numerous variables determine the level of damage
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to a specific location. Given these variables, it is not possible to
determine the level of damage that may occur on the site during a
seismic event. All land uses must conform to all applicable State and
local building codes relative to seismic safety. Please see Section
Vll.a.i. above for further discussion.

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

[[] Potentially [[] LessThan [X] LessThan [[] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Per Plate 7 of the Seismic Safety Element, most of the City is in areas
of either minimal or low liquefaction potential. The only exceptions are
in the southeastern portion of the City, where there is significant
liquefaction potential, and the western portion (most of the area west of
Pacific Avenue and south of the 405 freeway), where there is either
moderate or significant liquefaction potential. Please see Section
Vll.a.i. above for further discussion.

iv) Landslides?

[[] Potentially [] LessThan [X] Less Than [] Nolmpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Per the Seismic Safety Element, the City is relatively flat and characterized by
slopes that are not high (less than 50 feet) or steep (generally sloping flatter than
1-1/2:1, horizontal to vertical). The State Seismic Hazard Zone map of the Long
Beach Quadrangle indicates that the lack of steep terrain (except for a few slopes
on Signal Hill and Reservoir Hill) results in only about 0.1 percent of the City lying
within the earthquake-induced landslide zone for this quadrangle. Therefore, no
impact would be expected and no further environmental analysis is required.
Please see Section Vll.a.i. above for further discussion.

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Potentially [[] LessThan X] LessThan [] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

All land uses subject to the regulations of the Project would be required to
adhere to all applicable construction standards regarding erosion control,
including best management practices to minimize runoff and erosion
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impacts from earth-moving activities such as excavation, recontouring
and compaction. No further environmental analysis is necessary.

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on-
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or

collapse?
[] Potentially [] LessThan X] Less Than [] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Incorporation

Please see Section VIl.b. above for discussion. All land uses subject to
the regulations of the Project would be constructed in compliance with all
applicable building code requirements regarding soil stability.

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life
or property?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [X] LessThan [] NolImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Please see Sections Vll.b. and c. above for explanation.

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available
for the disposal of wastewater?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [[] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The entire City is served by an existing sewer system and therefore, has
no need for septic tanks or any other alternative wastewater disposal
systems. No further environmental analysis is required.

f. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site
or unique geologic feature?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation
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The proposed Project involves amendments to the City’s zoning code
and does not propose any excavation or construction and, as such, is
not expected to adversely impact any paleontological resources or
geologic features.
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VIIL.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. Would the project?

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that

may have a significant impact on the environment?

[] Potentially [] LessThan X] Less Than [] Nolmpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

California is a substantial contributor of global greenhouse gases (GHGs),
emitting over 400 million tons of carbon dioxide per year. Climate
studies indicate that California is likely to see an increase of three to four
degrees Fahrenheit over the next century. Methane is also an important
GHG that potentially contributes to global climate change. GHGs are
global in their effect, which is to increase the earth’s ability to absorb heat
in the atmosphere. As primary GHGs have a long lifetime in the
atmosphere, accumulate over time, and are generally well-mixed, their
impact on the atmosphere is mostly independent of the point of emission.

The Project would not result in direct or indirect GHG impacts. The proposed
Project would not result in any new construction, nor does it increase
development potential in the City. By defining and regulating uses not
currently defined in the zoning code, the proposed amendments have the
potential to encourage more efficient use of the City’s existing commercial
corridors by bringing neighborhood-serving commercial uses in closer
proximity to residents, and thereby, contributing to an overall reduction in
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT). Likewise, they would also facilitate reduced
parking requirements related to expansions of historical structures. This
change may also result in decreased VMT, and associated emissions,
including criteria pollutants and greenhouse gases. Finally, the proposed
amendments would facilitate installation of rooftop solar energy collection
systems, resulting in lower energy demand and thus fewer emissions from
energy consumption. No further environmental analysis is needed.

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulations adopted for the

purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

[[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan [X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Please see Section Vlll.a. above for discussion. The proposed Project
would not permit any land use operations that would conflict with any
plans, policies or regulations related to the reduction of GHG emissions.
No further environmental analysis is needed.
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IX.

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the project:

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the

routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [X] Less Than [] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Any future land uses or activities subject to the provisions of this Project
that involve the handling and disposal of hazardous or potentially
hazardous materials would be required to fully comply with Long Beach
Municipal Code Sections 8.86 through 8.88, as well as all existing State
safety regulations. No further environmental analysis is required.

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through

reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [X] LessThan [] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Please see Section 1X.a. above for discussion.

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous

materials, substances, or waste within one quarter-mile of an existing or
proposed school? :

[] Potentially [[] LessThan X] LessThan [] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Please see Section IX.a. and IX.b. above for discussion. The Project would
define and provide regulations for undefined uses in the Code such as indoor
and outdoor amusement/entertainment facilities; tutoring centers; and
ancillary animal adoption and boarding related uses. All of the uses would
be restricted to commercial zoning districts. Animal feces associated with the
animal-related uses proposed in this zoning code amendment are not
considered hazardous materials that require special disposal of, by Health
Department regulations or standards. Animal waste generated by
businesses is treated as general refuse unless the use is a veterinary clinic
or hospital, in which case the business is subject to regulations for disposal
using third party licensed haulers.
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d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a
result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

[] Potentially [] LessThan Less Than [] Nolmpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites (Cortese) List is a planning
document used by the State, local agencies, and developers to comply
with CEQA requirements in providing information about the location of
hazardous materials release sites. Any future land uses that would be
regulated by the provisions of this Project would not be permitted to
create any significant hazards to the public or the environment by
operating at a location included in the Cortese List. Please see Section
IX.a. above for further discussion.

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

[[] Potentially [] LessThan [] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Long Beach Airport is located within the City, just north of the 405
freeway between Cherry Avenue and Lakewood Boulevard. The
Project would not alter air traffic patterns or encourage future
developments that could conflict with established Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) flight protection zones. All future development
near the Long Beach Airport would be in compliance with all applicable
local and FAA requirements. Please see Section 1X.a. above for further
discussion.

f. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [[] LessThan X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project would not encourage or otherwise set forth any policies or
recommendations that could potentially impair implementation of or
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physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan. No further environmental analysis is
required.

g. Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [] LessThan [X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The City is a highly-urbanized community and there are no properties
located adjacent to wild lands and there is no risk of exposing people or
structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland
fires. No further environmental analysis is required.

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project:

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has produced a series of Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) designating potential flood zones (based on the
projected inundation limits as well as the 100-year flood as delineated by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers).

a. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or
otherwise substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality?

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

One of the Development Standards amendments included in the
proposed Project would allow fences to be measured from the top of the
floodplain instead of from grade for properties located in flood zones. This
proposed amendment begins to have new development plan for sea level
rise and is consistent with short-term sea level rise and flooding
adaptation strategies contained in the City’'s draft CAAP. This
amendment would further support existing floodplain development
standards that the City enforces to minimize property impacts from
flooding. The Project would be consistent with all chapters of the General
Plan, including the Conservation Element. All activities subject to the
provisions of this Project would be required to be in full compliance with
all applicable federal, State, and local water quality standards and
regulations. No further environmental analysis is required.
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b. Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially
with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede
sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

[] Potentially [] LessThan [] LessThan No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Please see Section X.a. above for discussion. The City is a highly-
urbanized community with the water system infrastructure fully in place to
accommodate future development consistent with the General Plan.

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

i) result in a substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site;

[] Potentially [[] LessThan [] LessThan [X] No Impact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

The Project does not encourage or enable any alterations to existing
draining patterns or to the course of streams or rivers. Please see
Section X.a. above for discussion.

i) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site;

[[] Potentially [] LessThan [] LessThan [X] NoImpact
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Please see Sections X.a. and c. above for discussion. Future development will
continue to be subject to all applicable regulations that require new development
and redevelopment projects that create, add, or replace 500 square feet or more
to comply with Low Impact Development (LID) to manage stormwater runoff.

iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of
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