
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency): California Dept. of Transportation 

100 South Main St. , Suite 100, Main Station 16A 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
County Clerk 
County of: _V_e_n_tu_ra ____ _ 

Project Title: Geotechnical Testing for SR-33 Bridge Widening Project 

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation 

Project Location - Spedfic: 

State Route 33. Post Miles 15.82 & 16.13 

(Address) 

Project Location - City: Project Location - County: _v_e_nt_u_ra ______ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The purpose of this project is site exploration of soil conditions at 3 bori ng locations along State Route 33. 

Name of Publ ic Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Transportation 

Exempt Status: (check one): 

□ Ministeiial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

□ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); i 5269(a)); 

□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

IBl Categorical Exemption. State type and secti on number: _6 ______________ _ 
D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ___________________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: 
This operation improves the operation of existing public transportation facility and is within the State's Right­
of-Way. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Chris Laurel - - ---------- Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 213-897-3616 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?. □ Yes D No 

Signature: ------~ -------~ Date: 1- { - I q Title: Environmental Planner 

IBl Signed by Lead Agency D Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21 i 52, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

3ovemors OffiGe-of Pllnning & Re91arc 

Date Received for filing at OPR: JUL 11 2LJ.iJ 
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTlON/CATEGORICAL ·EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 

07-VEN-33 15.82, 16.13 29650_001 EFIS: 0713000099 
Di !:? t.-Co. -Rte . or Local A enc. P M/P.M. E..A/Pro ect No. Federal-Aid Pro·ect No. local Pro·ect\/Prolect No. 

PROJECT DESCRIPT]ON: (Briefly describe project includ lng need , purpose, location. limits , right-of~,.vay requirements, and 
activities involved in th is box. Use Continuation Sheet. if necesser ·.) 

Ca!trans proposes to conduct geotechnical dri!Jing invest igations for a bridge widening project {EA 29650) at 
two bridges on SR-33 crossing North Fork Matilija Creek {PM 15.82 and 16.13). The scope of work includes three 
exploratory borings that are approx.imately 8-inches in diameter and 40-50 feet in depth. The drill rig will be 
situated on SR-33 and w ill drill through the bridge decks. All proposed borings will be done outside the creek. 

CAL TRANS CE.QA DETERMINATION {Check one) 

D Not Applicable - Cal trans is not the. CEQA Lead Agency D Not Applicable - Caltrans has prepared an lnitiaJ Study or 
Environmental Impact Report under CE:QA 

Based on an examination of this prqposal, supporting inforrnation, and the above statements, the project is: 

0 Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080(b]; 14 CCR 1.5260 et seq.} 

~ Categorically Exempt Class 6 . (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq .) 
Based on an examination of t his. proposal and $Upporting information, the following statements are true and exceptions do not 
apply: 

• lf this project falls within exempt class 3, 4, 5,6or "1 1, it does not impact an environmental tesource of hazardous or critical 
concern where designated. precise fy mapp~d, and officially adopted pursuant to law. 

• There will not be a significant cumulative effect by this project and successive projects of the same type in the same place, 
over time. 

• Ther_e is not a reasonaqle possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment due to 1.musual 
circumstances. 

• This project does not damage a scenic resource Within an officially designated state scenic highway. 
• This project is notlocated on a site included en· any list compiled pursuant lo Govt. Code § 65962.5 ("Cortese list"). 
• This project does not cause a substantial adverse change in the s1gnificance of a historical resource. 

D. Com····m·o· n .. Sense Exemp __ ·t··i ... o··. n.· . [This project does not fal l wit frin an e. xem.ptda. ss. , but it .can be~· se ·.·· ···w··· ith certainty that there is no 
possibility thatthe activity may have a significant effect on the ~ment ('14 CCR 15061[b · .) 

(;UC.a\') Tc;r '!<oo 'ti-'G~ . Gt;.. .·.. 1p&· 
Print Name: Senior Environmental Planner or 
Environmental Branch Chief 

r~) \..J),,. . \u 
\ ./ ~ 1 ~L.... · v~ o 1 Loa 1"7&.d Signatule> ~.,. _._4, -f--.. --~-~--"'--0.....,ate ~ 

NEPA COMPLIANCE 
ln accordance with 23 CFR 771 .117, and based on an examination of this pro sal and supporting information, the State has 
determined that this project: 
• does not individually or cumulatively have a Significant impact on the environment as defined by NEPA, and is exdL1ded from the 

requirements to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and 
• has considered unusual circumstances pursuant to 23 CFR 771 , 117{b). 

CAL TRANS NEPA DETERMINATION (Check one) 

~ 23 USC 326: The State has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment as defined by NEPA. and 
that there are 110 unusual circumstances as described in 23 CFR 771 .1 H(b). As such , the project is categorically exclt1ded from 
the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under the National Environmental Policy Act. The State has been assigned, and hereby 
certifies that it has carried out the responsibility to make this determination pursuant to Chapter 3 of Title 23, United States Code, 
Section 326 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated May 31, 2016. executed between the FHWA and the State. The State 
has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under: 

i2J 23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (c)(24} 

0 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (d)L_) 
D Activity_ listed in Appendix A of the MOU betvveen FHWA and the State 

D 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting inforrnation, the State has determined that the project is a 
Categorica l Exclusion under 23 USC 327. The en vironmental review, consultation . and any other actions required by applicable 
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by Caltrans pursuant to 23 USC 327 and the 
Memorandum of Understanding dated Decem ber 23, 2016 an~uted by FHWA and Caltrans . 

~{~~ tH, 7t· r l<oo . ~Jc;;/(f=· 4 · /t(qL~ 
Print Name: Senior Environmental Planner or ~int Name: Project Manager/DLA En ineer 

Envi7 _-~)a.1 &anc~ c: '-ft,,,,.,_ 'J· · 

1 

'"-'-4 ,. A _ J l 
·-~" -'/'") ,-\ LS..... ~ V.,., 07 / QB! u ,; tr "!"~,.J.~i r\ fJ. ' It 

Sig-;=;~;£~) " · 1 
Date -.-gr~-~t;·;t · --·---y ·-··· 

Daie ofCategorical Exc!usion Checklist completion: 7/8/19 

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet. Reference a 
additional studies and design conditions). 
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTlON!CA TEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 
Continuation Sheet · 

07-VEN~33 Hi.82i 16.13 2$650 001 EF!S: 0713000099 
DisL~Cq:-Rte. (or Local AQencv_)"-.. _.;..P~.M....:·=/p_··:....M_·. ___ ___c;;;E;;,;.,A.c.../P'---'-'-r0 ..... iie-"--c_t_N~o. ___ -'F-'e_d....;.e"'"ra=l·_A.;....id"-'-PC..:ro;.L.;1ie:...:c..:..;t.:...N=o.'-'(=L=oc=·ac.:..l .:...P:...:ro:.,_;)ie:...:c~n""1P...:.r;::..oli.::e=-.:ct.:...N..:...:o:::..'. --1 

Contln1;1ed from page 1: ·· 

Bfolo.gy: 

If the scope ofworkor impact area changes, the Dlstrid S:iologist shall be imme:diateJy notified b!;'lftjre co11str.uction can t;)egin 
or cohtinue. 

• Ttie Dlstr.lct Bipjog ist must be irivited to the pte~con$truction meeting with one week prior notice, 
A blologiq-1! nwnitor will be present .at initiation of work to judge v~1hether noisE:i impacts wl!! affect adjacent hat>itat arid nests, 

" !f any species of concerti are observed during any phase of construction, the RE wm need to contact the Envirbnmental 
Planner (District B!ol◊glst), ~atriCk, Thomps()n, at213-897~0707 and wdrk. sh all_ lmtnediate!y cease. Work shaH not resume 
untH clearance is giv€ln byttie Environrn,ental. Pla,rme:r and coord.inafion with the appr?priate resource ;:lg_ericies has occurred. 

• If vegetation removal is needed 1 orlow:lm.achinery is to beused, iUs recommended that all veget~tron rem,;,valand louq 
noisiHhaking machinery trse occur outside. orblrd nesting season Which is from FebruarJ lsno September ist Should work 
occur during thJs period; the Dl$ttic;t ~to!ogls.t shat!_ be notified two weeks prior· to the start of constructton to dtjtermine if 
nesting birds are present 1!1 the event that nesting birds are obsenved, the Re$ident Engineer (RE) sho~!d fJqUSe work un:til a 
qualified biologist has ctet8'rmined that fledgHng$ hi3V~ left the nest If th is is not p0$S(ble, the ~E should coordinate with th~ 
District Biologist to minimize the risk ofv1olating the Mi~r$tory f3ird Treaty Act {MBTA). Most Hkely; the District Biologist will 
recomnwrtd ab_ufferof 150 ft for songbirdsand_a buffer of 500ft. fol raptoj'sduring aH phases of constructlon,Nesting btrds 
are protected ~1r1der th~!\IIBTA ariq cahnotbe impacted byco~slrllctionactiviHes; including noise and d!Jstpollution. If 
v~get;,:ition is to b€) r~moved, this is a chang$ in scope, and the DiV1$1qr.i qf Environn,ent~l Pl.;1.i:1rling r:nust b~ notified. No work 
shtlll commence until the vegetatton to be removl;ld has be.en surv.1;Jyed fqr nesting birds and ~leared by the D.lstricl Bfo!ogist 
Utter and po!kit/oh !~ws shajl be adhered to ~y aupersonnelworkihg Within the projecflimits: _._ _. . 
This project mu.st employ aH appropriate Stofm\\later and Erosion Con_tro! BestManag~rnentPractices, :a!Jd these rnus.t be 
incorporated Into the project specificatipn;,. Pr)orto the start of qonstructlon, _au drain inlets :and ou~lets. must be protected, to 
prevent construction materlals,and/or debris from. entering drainages. 

• Use existit1g puU outs ;;tnd parking lots f9rsfagihg and storing; and avoid the removal_ of existing native vegetation, 

Cµltural.R!;lsources; 

•• if previously unidentified cultural niatedals are_ unearthed during consttuctlon, work shall. be haltedln that area until. a qualified 
archaeologist can assess the .significance of tne finct 

Hazardous 1-i'Vaste: 

• All groundwater that is encotmtered, ctrimn~ fiuids, and cuttings must be containet!zed andtested to .pmfiie the waste for 
dlsposc;1L Cootaminated<riJ?teHals must be disp.osed atan appropriate disposal facility. 

• An asbestos survey is .required to identify an~ quantify ACM in concretfJ on the bridge and in other arElaS- of the bridge. The 
asbestos survey,must pe performed by a o?rtified Asbe$tqs .Con.su!tanl licensed in California. Pr,ior .to dril!in~ i11 th€/ conc;rete 
bridge deck, notification of work must be provided to the Ventura County Air Pollution CoritrolDlstrict (VCAPCD) aJong with 
the .A.sbe~tbs Survey Report at leest _ HJdays in advance .oJ drilling. An asbestos survey must be requested dudn9 the PS&E 
phase. lfAGM fa d¢tede~t the drilling mu$t meett.he r¢quirements of theVACPGD and perfomieaJp anen¢Josqre; 
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