2019068012

Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency) Caltrans, Dist. 06

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 855 M Street, Suite 200

Sacramento, CA 85812-3044 Fresno CA 93721

County Clerk

County of.

Project Title: ROUTE 46 CONV/EXWY SEGMENT 4b - Subsurface Investigation

Project Applicant:  California Department of Transportation

Project Location - Specific:

The California Department of Transportation proposes to conduct a subsurface investigation along State Route 46 at
(approximately) Post Miles (PM) 29.96 and 30.03.

Project Location - City:  Lost Hills Project Location - County:  Kern

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The investigation would drill on the northeast and northwest sides of the California Aqueduct. Two borings are anticipated at
the proposed locations using two different machines. First, a hollow stem auger would drill a 8-inch diameter boring to
groundwater level (about 60 feet). The rest of the work would be done using a self-casing wire line mud rotary drill rig. The
rig would drill a 4-inch diameter boring to the maximum depth of 200 feet. The proposed drilling would occur within the
California Department of Water Resources' right-of-way and is anticipated to take two weeks to complete. All work would be
limited to the California Department of Water Resources’ right-of-way.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:  California Department of Transportation
Exempt Status: (check one):
[1 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[[1 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
[J Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
& Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 6 and Section 15306 Information Collection
[] Statutory Exemption. State code number:
Reason why project is exempt:

Caltrans has determined the proposed subsurface investigation would not have a significant effect on the environment.
Furthermore, it was determined the proposed investigation would not occur in a sensitive environment.

Lead Agency :
Contact Person: Richard Putler Area Code/Telephone/Extension:  559-445-5286

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? COyes ONO

Signature: é?ﬂ e !595 d ; pgz &ﬂ Date: =6~ / ? Title: Seinor Environmental Planner

X signed by Lead Agency [] Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources C¢

Govemor's Office of Planning & Research
Revised 2011
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2019068012

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM

08-KER-46 2581318 06-442585 0812000178
Dist,-Co.-Rte. {or Local Adengy)  PMJ/EM. EARmiect No. Fedaral-Aid. Pro;_@ct No, {Laval ProjectiiProject No.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (Briefly describe project including need, purpose, localion, limits, fight-of-way requirements, anid
activities involved in this box, Use Continuation Sheet, f necessary.)

The California Department of Transportafion (Caltrans) proposes to conduct a subsurface mvs*&ié‘gﬁ’sm along State
Route 46 af Post Miles (PI) 29.96 and 30.08. The investigation would drfll en the northeast and northwest sides of he
California Aqueduct, Two borings ate anticipated at the proposed focations using two different machines. First; a hollow
sterny auger would drll & B-nch dismeter boting to-groundwater level (about 80feet). The rest of the work would be done
using a self-casing wire line mud rotary ddll rig. The rig would drilf a 4-inch dismeter boring to the maximum: depth of 200
feet. See next page.

CALTRANS CEGA DETERMINATION (Check one)

m Not Applicable ~ Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency {:,' Mot Applicable - Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study or
Environmental inpact Report under CEQA
Based on.an examination of this proposal, supporting mformattor; and theabove statements, the pmjact -
[] Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b}; 14 GOR 15260 et sec)
X Gategericaily Exempt. Class B. (PRC 21084; 14 GCR 15300 et seq)
Based on anexamination. of this proposaland supporting irfarmation, the following statements are true and exgeplions: do mi
apply:
o 1 tis project falls within exémpt class 3, 4, 8,6 o 11, it does not impactan environmental resource-of hazardous or ¢itical
concern whete desighated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursusnttoTaw.
s There will not be- a significant cumulative effect by this profect and sugcessive:projects:of the same type in the same place,
over fime.

= Thate is nol a retisonable possibility that the project will have & significant effect on the envirdnment due to unusual
aircumstantes,

» This project doss tot darnage soenic resource within an officially designated stale scenic highway.
o This projest s notdoceted on asite included on any list compiled pursuant to-Govt. Code § 65962.5 {"Cortess List?),
» This project doss vot cause a substantial adverse change in the sigrificance of a-historical resource.
{3 Common Serse Exemption. [This project doss not fall within an exempt class, hut i can be saen with certalnty thatthere is o
possitifity thit the activity sy have.s significant sfféct on the environment (14 CCR 1508 1[L)E)

Richard Putler v Neil Bretz

5,

Print Name: Senior Environmental Plannse or Brint Name:-Project Manager
knv&ronmanta! Branch Chisf o

NEPA COMPLIANCE
in aecordante With 23 CFR 771,117, and based on an exgmination of this proposal dnd suppurting infonmation, the State has
determined that this projeck: _ ) ) :
s does not individually or curmulatively have a significant impactonthe environmentas defined by NEPA, and-iz excluded from te
requirements to prepare an Environmental Assessment{EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (E18), and
o has considered unusual circumetances plrsuant to 23 CPRT71.97(b).
CALTRANS NEPA DETERMINATION (Check one)
B 23 USC 3267 The State has determined that this project hes no significant impacts on the anvirenment as.defined by NEPA, and
that there are no unusual cirgumstances ds desofibed in 23-CER 7701.117(b). As such, the project is tategorically excluded from
the: requirements to. grapﬂm anEA gr EIS Under the National Epvironmental Policy Act. The Stdte has been assigned, and hereby
vertifies that i has cartied out the responsibility to-make this determination plrstant o Chapter 3-of Titie- 23, United States Code,
Section 326 and 2 Memorandum of Understanding dated May 31, 2016, executed between: the FHWA and the State, The State
has:determinad that-the projectis:a Categorival Exclusion under:
B 23 CFR771.117(c): activity (¢)(24)
123 SRR T A1) activity (i)
» ElActivity _ listeckin Appendix A of the MOU bétween FHWA and the State _ 7
| E;] 23:USC 327 Based on an exantination of this propokal and supperting information; the State has determingd that the project s &
Categorical Exclision iindar 23 USC 327. The environmental review, cc;nwua‘t o, and any offier actions requirdd by applicable

Federal environmental laws for this. profect are being, or have been, carried out by Caltrans pursuantto 23 USC 327 and the
Memorandum of Understanding dated Heceniber 23, 2016 and executed by FHWA and Caltrans.

Richard Putler Nell Bretz
PrintName: SeniorEaviroomentdl Plainetor Print Marg: Froject Manager LA Engineer
Emvironmental Branch Ghisf f ‘ .
IR S o & SN P ¢/4/17
Bigndiee Date Slgneturg tate ¢

Qatu of Categorizal Exclusion weﬁkluk cumpfe«mn &f@fzms Datg of ECR or: aqmva cam

Brigfly fist environme tital commrtzrrs'm& on-continuation sﬁwt Reforanos atdifional mfmmawm a8 aptpmpnme {84, GF chimcldist,
gdditional stucties and deslgn conditions).
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2019068012

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM
Continuation Sheet

06-KER-46 26.5/31.8 06-44255 0612000176
Dist.-Co.-Rte. (or Local Agency) P.M./P.M. E.A/Project No. Federal-Aid Project No. (Local Project)/Project No.

Continued from page 1:

The proposed drilling would occur within the California Department of Water Resources’ right-of-way and is anticipated
to take two weeks to complete. All work would be limited to the California Department of Water Resources’ right-of-way.

The purpose of this project is to conduct an environmental review of the surface investigative studies required to design
the new State Route 46 bridge over the California Aqueduct. Caltrans will need to obtain an encroachment permit from
the California Department of Water Resources, since the project is located within their right-of-way. The encroachment
permit application requires a copy of the environmental document.

Govemor's Office of Planning & Research

JUN 05 2019
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