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To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O.Box3044.Itoom 113 
Sacramento. CA 95812-3044 

Coum, Clerk 
Count;y of Butte 
lSS Nelson Avenue 
Oroville, CA 9S96S 

NOTICE o:r EXEMPTION 

From; Califomia Water Service 
1905 High Street 
Orova1le. CA 95965 

Prejeet'ftffe: b!kutim gf PQ&I \Y@f£~ftom UloceneQmal tofhl W!JJ:Jmchof1he feather 
BimP,oJect 

Project Loeation • Speellle: 
RlfertgF/J/Nt@ I; Laqalitm * The project is looated along the Miocene Canal approximately 0.6 miles 
east southeast of the Maplia Reservoir, The Miocene canal is located adjacent to the West Branch of the 
Peather River 

Pro.feet LoufiOD• CilJi Yarious locations Projeet LoeatloB· C..ty: =zllll~----
Deseripdon orNatu1et Parpese, and Beaeflelaries of Project: 

In 2017, the Couaq of Butte entered into an Agreement with the Department of Water Resources (SWAPO 
#11021) to utilize Lake Oroville, a State Water Ptqject faoHi1y, to deliver waterftom Paoitic Oas & Blectrio 
(PQ&B) to the California Water Service Company (CalW.-) OmviDe District On November 14. 2017. the 
Butte County Board of Supervisors adopted a Negative Declaration tbr the prqleot (Resolution No. 17-193). 
The Negative Declaration and tho Apementspeeittesthatthe dellver,yto Lake Orovillewoukl<JCCUr at 
PO&E~s Lime Saddle Powerhouse fi'om the MiocenoCanal. The Camp Pim Incident. November 8, 2018. 
destroyed the Miocene C8nal which prevents water &om being dellvcnd. to tho Lime Saddle Powerhouse 
fiom. the Miocene Canal. 'l1tc proposed project consists of the Cal Water Oroville District redimcting 
approximately 3.000 acre-feet of Its 33,000 acre-feet contract PG&E wat-er ttom the Miocene canal to Lake 
Oroville. into the Thennalito Power Canal, and to Cal Watw's FUtratlon Plant (Water Treatment Phmt
WTP). Tlte redirected contmot PO&B wat.erwDI be moved from the Mldclle M"mme canal just below the 
head dam on the Wot Branch of tho Feather River to Lake OroviJlo. CatWaterOroville Branch provides 
watersemae to appmximately 75 peraent oftlae City of Oroville residents and hrlgadon customers along the 
Miocene Canal. the warrednct will benefit tho residen1s of Oroville that rely on cat Water for domo.stlo 
water needs. 

Name of Pal,lic Agency Approving Pn,Jeet: Qytte CounlYDgartmentofW@WJUld Resourct 9mMY@tlon 
Name of Penon or Agency Carrying OutProJeet: ,.Calil) ... ·~m-ia_.Wr.:i:•==-=S•eryice,_...,_ ________ _ 
Esem.ptstatus: 

Cl Ministerial (Seo. 21080(b)(l); 15268); 
tl Declared Bmergenoy (Sec. 21080(bX3) lS269{a)); 
Cl Bmerpncy Project(Sec. 21080{bX4); 15269(bXc)). 
Ii catopieal Exemption (1;ype aad secdoaaumber)J Section tS!Ol(b): BJJsms PMDW-
0 Statutoey Bxomption(statecodenumbor): ______________ _ 

Reasenwlay plejectisemapt: 
The Camp Fire destroyed 1he conveyance lnfiutluotum fbrdle cleliver,y of PG&E water to tho Lime Saddle 
Powerhouse. '11Hn Is a critical need to utili7A an almative to cleliver PG&E water. otherwise, the wa1er 
supply fottbe maJorlty of the at, of Oroville would bejeopanllzed. The projectaddmsesthe immediate 
orisis utilizhag existing facilities for use by a utilltJ to provide water to endpoint users. 

--- ···---·-· . 



2 9048506 
This project will allow Butte County, as a Slate Water Contractor (SWC), to continue to operate under the 
Agreement with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to deliver PG&E water ("non-project 
water") to Cal Water Oroville through Lake Oroville. The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
is expected to grant permission to Butte County to redirect the point of delivery of PG&E water to the West 
Branch of the Feather River. The Agreement was entered into as part of Butte County's water supply contract 
with DWR, Therefore, the Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation (BCDWRC) is the 
Lead Agency for this project. On April 9, 2019, the Butte County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution 
in support of the alternative point of diversion and certified the finding of a Notice of Exemption (Resolution 
19-053) 

Lead Agency 
Contact: Paul Gosselin, Director 

Butte County Department of Water and 
Resource Conservation 

If filed by applicant: 

Phone: 530-552-3950 

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 

2. Has a N~•:;:n be~le~y the public agency approving the project? 0 Yes O No 

Signature: __ r-'----_< __ ~~------- Date: April 9, 2019 Jtillllll'sOflletlPtlnninQ&ftnlartl 
Title: Paul Gosselin, Director 

Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation APR 2 b 2019 

Sll'IECLEAltl~OUSE [R] Signed by Lead Agency 

□ Signed by Applicant Date received for filing at OPR: ___________ _ 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.2, Public Resources Code 



DECLARATION OF FEES DUE 
(Cc!,lifornia Fish and Game Co~e Section 711.4) 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF LEAD AGENCY/ APPLICANT 

Lead Agency: 
Paul Gosselin, Director 
Butte County Dept. of Water and Resource Conservation 
308 Nelson Avenue 
Oroville, CA 95965 

FOR CLERK USE ONLY 

Applicant: 
George Barber, District Manager 
California Water Service 
1905 High Street 
Oroville, CA 95965 

Project Title: Redirection of PG&E Water Delivery from Miocene Canal to the West Branch of the Feather 
River Project 

FILING NO.: 

CLASSIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: 

1. NOTICE OF EXEMPTION/STATEMENT OF EXEMPTION 

IZI A. Statutorily or Categorically Exempt 
$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee 

2. NOTlCE OF DETERMINATION - FEE REQUIRED 

D A. Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
$2,354.75 (Two Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Four Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents) State Filing 
Fee 
$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Filing Fees 

D B. Environmental Impact Report 
$3,271.00 (Three Thousand Two Hundred Seventy-One Dollars and No Cents) State Filing Fee 
$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Filing Fee 

3. OTHER (Specify) General Rule Exemption 

D $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Filing Fee 
Board of Supervisor's Exempt 

vMIIIBOflled~&Rlltarc1 

APR~::> 20j~ 

S~ CLEA.INGt-fOUSf 

Two copies of this form must be completed and submitted with all environmental documents filed with the 
Butte County Clerk's Office. 

All applicable fees must be paid at the time filing any environmental documents with the Butte County Clerk's 
Office. 

One (1) original and two (2) copies of all necessary documents are required for filing purposes. 

The $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) handling fee is required per filing in addition to the filing fees specified in Fish and 
Game Code Section 711 .4(d). 

Make Checks payable to the "County of Butt e." 

CDFW Fees Updatedjanua,y 1, 2019 



20' 90 48 50 6 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Butte County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that the 

alternative point of diversion meets the criteria for a f\lotice of Exemption pursuant to Public Resources Code section 

15301(b); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors directs the Department of Water and Resource 
Conservation to file the Notice of Exemption and to work with California Water Service on an environmental review of the 
new point of diversion. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Butte CoL1nty Board of Supervisors this 9th day of April, 2019, by the following vote: 

AYES: Sllpervisors Connelly, Lucero, Ritter, Teeter, and Chair Lambert 
NOES: None 

ABSENT:None 
NOT VOTING: None 

, Chair 
Butte County Board of Supervisors 

ATTEST: 

Shari McCracken, Chief Administrative Officer 

and Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

-- -- ------ -- - -------------

3 ..... 0fllltf Piffiing&fflllar,t, 

APR 2b 20!9 

S~CLEA·f~OUSE 
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Resolution No. 19-053 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EMERGENCY ALTERNATIVE POINT OF DIVERSION 
OF NON-PROJECT WATER 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors entered into a water conveyance agreement with California Water Service 

Company and the Department of Water Resources of the State of California for the delivery of Non-Project Water (PG&E 

water) through Lake Oroville in accordance with the terms of the County of Butte's State Water Project {SWP) Water 

Supply Contract in November 2017; and 

WHEREAS, on November 14, 2017, the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 17-193 which: 

A. Certified that the Board has reviewed and considered the Negative Declaration for the Redirected 
Contract PG&E Water from the Miocene Canal to the Therrnalito Power Canal (Negative Declaration) 
prepared by CWS (SCH/12017092024); 

8. Declared that the Board finds the Negative Declaration to be adequate for the purpose of entering 
into the conveyance agreements with DWR and CWS; 

C. Stated that the Board finds that there are no significant impacts within the jurisdiction of the Board of 
Supervisors identified in the Negative Declaration; 

D. Asserted that there is no need for the Board of Supervisors to modify the conveyance agreements to 
mitigate any potential impacts; 

E. Authorized the Clerk of the Board to prepare and file a Notice of Determination; and 

WHEREAS, the Camp Fire destroyed the Miocene Canal which was part of the conveyance that delivered the PG&E 

water to Lake Oroville; and 

WHEREAS, the West Branch of the Feather River is an existing facility that would provide an immediate alternative 

point of diversion for delivering PG&E water into Lake Oroville; and 

WHEREAS, a complete environmental review of the new point of diversion will take up to three years and result 

in a disruption of the California Water Service water supply for the City of Oroville; and 

WHEREAS, without an alternative point diversion, California Water Service would lose a clean, reliable portion of 

their water supply; and 

WHEREAS, disruption of the water supply for the City of Oroville would result in a risk to public health, safety and 

welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act, through a Notice of Exemption, provides for a categorical 

exemption to mitigate an emergency that would result in a risk to public health, safety or welfare or if the activities are 

proposed for existing facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the filing of a Notice of Exemption would allow for the emergency use of the new point of diversion 

until the environmental review is conducted. 




