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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report documeastthebiologicalresources founduringa reconnaissandevel biological
surveyconductedn December 8, 2018n approximatelyB.53acres(3.45hectarespf
agriculturalland in Bakersfield, Californial he proposedroject consists ai GeneraPlan
Amendment andoneChange fothe construction of aeries of light industrial buildingsithin
As s es s or 0 sNurkbarfABN) 529-0¥A3p, andis locatedin the northwestl/4 of Section
14, Township(T) 29 South(S), RanggR) 26 East(E), Mount Diablo Base anileridian (M. D.
B. & M.) henceforthreferredto asProject

The purpose of this report is to document biologicadueses identified durinthe survey
conducted for the propos&tojectandto recommend avoidance and minimization measures for
implementabn prior to andduring Projectactivities This report includes an evaluation of the
potential forspecialstatusbiological resources not observed dursugveysto occuron the

property based on the habitat conditions obseri/keProjectis located within the geographic
range of several threatened and/or endangered wildlife taxa including San Joaquin\kitfes (
macrotis muticaSJKR andbluntnosed leopard lizard3ambeia sila; BNLL). In addition, the

site iswithin the range of listed plant taxiacluding Bakersfield cactugOpuntia basilarisvar.
trelease).

Listed plant and animal species are protected primarily throudkettheral Endangered Species
Act (FESA)andbr the Califoria Endangered Speciést (CESA) Each of these laws, among
other provisions, prohibitskeof listed threatened and endangered species. Although the
definition oftakeunder each law varies somewhat, in general, injuring or killing |spedies
without a permit issued from thenlled State&ish and Wildlife ServicfUSFWS)and/or the
California Department of Fish and Wildlif€DFW:; formerly the Califorra Department of Fish
and Game [CDF@ is unlawful. Under FESA, harassment Ardharmarealso considerethke
for which the USFWSequiresa permit. One of the potentially occurring species, BNLL is a
Californiafully protectedspecies. Under this designation,takeof this species is allowed, even
under endangered species act peimg.

Based upotiield survey results hie Projectwill not result in significant impacts to wetlands,
riparian habitat or othespecialstatushabitats The Projectdoes have the potential to affecime
specialstatus specieSpeciesspecificrecommadationsand a series afeneral
recommendationare includedhat, when implemented, should mitigatey Projecteffectsto
biologicalresourcesThe Projectwill not conflict with existingor adoptedHabitat Conservation
Plans, Natural @mmunity Consenison Plansjocal or regional conservation plars local
ordinancegprotecting biological resources

Consideration of ptential impacts to plant and animal species are requivddrthe Federal
Endangered Species Amit1973 (FESA2018), the California Endangered Species Ati970
(CESA2018), and theCalifornia Environmental Quality Aaif 1970(CEQA 2018) during a
GeneraPlan Amendment and Zone Change; howeverptoposedProjectis located within the
Metropolitan Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (MBHCBYFW, Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) Number No.) 2081201305804 boundariesRotentialimpacts taspecies covered by the
ITP, would be fully-mitigated by participation in thIBHCP.
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1.0INTRODUCTION
1.1  Purposeand Background

The purpose of this report is to document biatagjresources identified durirzgbiological
reconnaissanekevel surveyand literature reviewf the Projectsite,andto recommend
avoidance andhinimizationmeasure$or implementatiorprior to andduringProjectactivities
Theliterature review, survey results, athe professional experienad McCormick Biologica)
Inc. (MBI) staffwerecombined to evaluate the potentabjecteffects on thse resource3 he
fieldwork consisted of singlesurfacesurveyto evaluatehabitat conditions suitable for
occupation bypotentially occurringspecialstatus speciedased on the existintatural
vegetativecommunitiescurrentsite conditionsanddiagnostic sigrletected during the survey

This report is intended to supp@EQA review of the proposelrojectfor a General Plan
Amendment and Zone Chand®rthe purposes of thigport potential impacts to the biological
resourcesof the proposedProjectwereevaluatedn accordance witkhe biological resources
section inAppendix Gof the CEQA Guideline$2018.

1.2  ProjectSiteand SurroundingArea Descriptios

TheProjectconsists of single parcebf land(APN 529-012-37) in Sectionl4, T29S, RBE, M.

D. B. & M, in western Kern CountyGalifornia(Figures 11 and 12). The general topograplof
the areas generally level as the parcels have been historically farfxexthl imagery reflects

that the entird’roject area has been farmed since at least 1994. The average elevation of the
Projectarea is approximately 356et(108 meters)above sedevel.

TheProjectis located in centraban Joaquin Valleya broadtreeless plaimn the rain shadow of
theCoastRages. The regionés climat e ;withhot,drye char ac
summers and cool, moist winters. Summer high temperatures typically excegegts

Fahrenheit{F;, 38 degrees Celsius [°;with an average of 110 days per year ovetR(B2

°C). Winter temperatures in the San Joaquin Valley are mild, with an average of only 16 days per
year with frost (Twisselmann 1967).

Rainfall varies, increasing from west to east, with the west side of the valley receiving an average
of around4 inches(10 centimetersper year and the east side averaging abauthes(15
centimetersper year. Winter fog, calletile fog sometimes forms dung the months of

November, December, and January, supplementing the annual precipfgiooximately 906

of the rainfallin the regioroccurs betweethe F' of Novemberand the 1 of April. Drought
cyclesoccur periodically, becoming severe enough that plant and animal populations can
experience large fluctuationBhe vegetatiomommunitiesn the San Joaquin Valley are
distinguishable from the Mojave Desert to the east due to tule fog, higher hummdiigp&ation

from continental climatic influences by mountain ranges (Twisselmann 1967).
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1.3 Regulatory Background

The following section identifies the regulatory compliance framework that has been considered
during both the field work and development of this biological evaluation. The regulatory
framework establishes criteria in which significance is determined aathera project will

have a significant impact on species, biological resources, or the environment.

1.3.1 Federal and State Endangered Species Acts

TheProjectsite is within the range of several stadad federalisted species which are protected
through various statutes. Listed plant and animal species are protected primarily FEQ4Agh
and/orCESA. Each of these laws, among other provisions, prohikesof listed threatened and
endangered species. Although the definitiota&Eunder each law varies, in general, injuring or
killing listed species without a permit issued from the USFWS and/or the CDFW is unlawful.
Under FESA, harassmeand/or harntould also be considered take, which requires a permit.
The California Fish and Game Code (CFGC) has classified some speftikg motected

Under this designation, no take of these species is all@ved,with authorization under CESA
or FESA permitting.

1.3.2 Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Among other provisionghe Migratory Bird Treaty Ac{MBTA) of 1918(2018 prohibitsthe
destruction of nests, eggs, and/or young of all designated migratory bird species. With very
limited exceptions, all birds arecluded in this prohibitiofMBTA 2013).

1.3.3 California Fish and Game Co@€.F.GC. 8 1580et seq.)

The following paagraphs summarizegeral sections of the CFGand areapplicable to analysis
of biological resource impacts that may be associatddthe Project

Section 1580

This section declares the policy of the state is to protect threatened or endangered natjve plants
wildlife ; aquatic organisms or specialized habitat typesh terrestrial and nemarine aquatic,

or large heterogeneous natural gene pools for the future use of mankind through the
establishment of ecological reserves.

Sections 1600L616

This portion of the CFGC requires notification to the CDFW if anyeffollowing may occur
within a river, stream, or lake in the state of California:
1 Substantial divesionor obstruabn of the natural flow
1 Substantially changg or usng anymaterial from the bed, channel, bank
91 Deposiing or disposng of debris, wate, or other material containing crumbled, flaked,
or ground pavement where it may pass into any river, stream, or lake.

Biological Resources Evaluation 8 Hagemari_and Partners, LLC
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This notification may result in a Streambed Alteration Agreement betweé&hdjextapplicant
andthe CDFW Activities in intermittent streams and canals may require Streambed Alteration
Agreements

Section 1900et seq.

This portion of theCFGC is knavn as theCalifornia Native Plant Protection Aaif 1977(2018.

The purpose of this chapter is to preserve, protect and enhance endangered or rare native plants of
California Many species and subspecies of native plants are endangered because their habitats
are threatened with destruction, drastic modification, wergecurtailmentCommercial

exploitation, disease, and other factors also represent threats to species and subspecies of native
plants.This portion of the code designates rare, threatened, and endangered plaint taxa

California

Section 19301933

Thesesectionsestablishedhe Significant Natural Areas Programd declared iio be
administered by th€DFW, because areas containing diverse ecological and geological
characteristics are vitab the continual health and wdlking of the stats citizensandnatural
resourcesThe CDFW s responsible for obtaining access to the most recent information with
respect to natural resources by maintaining, expanding, and keapingnt data management
system(California Natural Diversity Databa$€NDDB]), designed to document information on
these resourceghisdata is required to be made available to interested parties on request
costsare to be shared by all who use the data management system.

The staté most significant natural areas are to begieged andafter consultation with federal,

state, and local agencjesducatioml institutions, civic and public interest organizations, private
organizations, landowners, and other private individyedsodic reports regarding the most
significant natural areas are to be prepared.JBEW is required to maintain and perpetuate

thes significant natural areas for present and future generations in the most feasible manner. The
code also requires thtite CDFW coordinate services to federal, state, local and private interests
wishing to aid in the maintenance and perpetuation of gignif natural areas.

Section 3503

This section prohibits taking, possessing, or needlessly destroying tloe eggs or any bird.
Birds of prey are included in Section 3503.5.

Section 3513

Californiads migratory biynbkingdaunewfytotakeerct ed un
possess any migratgnyongame bird (or any part of such bird) as designated iMBIEA.

Section 3511, 4700, 5050, and 5515

These sections prohibit takearfimals that are classified as fullsopectedn California. Tale of
fully protectedspecies is specifically prohibited, even if other sections o€#@C provide for
incidental takeof the species.

Biological Resources Evaluation 9 Hagemari_and Partners, LLC
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Title 14 California Code of Regulation€ CR Section 1500@t seq.

This portion of the CCR prescribes the regulatianise followed by all local and state agencies
in implementingCEQA.

Porter-CologneWater Quality ControAct (QeanWater Act Section 401
Certification or Waiver)

Thestate of California regulates water quality related to discharge of fill material into waters of
thestate pursuant to Section 401 of tAkean Water Ac(CWA) of 1972(2018. Section 401
compliance is a federal mandate implemented byttte. The locaRegional Water Quality

Control Board RWQCB) has jurisdiction over all those areas defined as jurisdictional under
Section 404 of the CWA and regulates water quality for all waters of the State. These waters may
include isolated wetlands as defined underGhliforniaPorter-Cologne Water Quality Control
Act(2018. Regulated discharges include those that can affect water quality, even if there is no
significant nexus to a traditional navigable water body requirethé&ldnited States (L&) Army
Corps ofEngineers ACOE) determination of jurisdiction over waters of theSUA Waste

Discharge Permit may be required to comply with the P@tdogne Water Quality Control Act
even if the CWA (including Section 401 water quality certifications or Section &@4iis)

would not apply.

The ACOE, under Section 404 of tG8VA, regulates discharge$ dredged or fill material in
waters of the U.9n addition to designated and traditional navigable watkesgternms include

waters such as intrastdskes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams), mudflats,
sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds,
the use, degradation or destruction of which could affect interstate or foreign commerce
including any such waters: 1) Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers
for recreational or other purposes; or 2) From which fish or shellfish are or could be taken
and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; or 3) Which are used or coulddbfous

industrial purpose by industries in inte&t® commerce.

Tributaries to waters of the U.8nd adjacent wetlands would also be inclu@ame intermittent
washesnay be included in the definedaters of the).S. depending on connection or nexus to
navigable waters. Both wetlands and +vegtland areas can be included within the regulated area.
Within nonwetlands that arelassified as waters of the &, the ACOE miatains jurisdiction up

to theordinaryhigh-watermark.If wetlands are present thaeet the criteria established by the
ACOE, the limit of jurisdiction is the ordinahigh-watermark or the limit of the adjacent or
associated wetland, whichever is greater. If waters are determined to be under the jurisdiction of
the ACOE, the RWQCB wadd be thestatepermitting authority. At the discretion of the ACOE,
impacts to these areas could require a permit, depending on the type and size of the activity
within ACOE jurisdiction.
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2.0 METHODS

Specialstatusspecies considered in this evaluatiodude those that may occur in tReoject

vicinity that have statutory protections, and incléelgerat and statdisted (rare, threatened, or
endangered,; fully protected) species and candidates for listing under the respective endangered
species actsSpecies that are gpecialconcernto the CDFW or the USFWS are included in this
analysis Speciaistatus Ird species that amsoprotected by th&BTA which may nest on or

within an approximat&0O-mile (16-kilometer) radiusof theProjectsite are alg evaluated

Species meetg the criteriaas speciaktatusfor inclusion in this documemaclude those that
occur on the listef concernconsulted during the literature revielists consultedncludethose
prepared by apecial interest group, suchtag California Native Plant Society (CNPS) or
Western Bat Working Group (WBWG)here such a group haencludedoased ompublished
and/or empiricatlata that the speciesdsclining and warrants concef®pecies meeting these
criteria have been considsf if potential habitat for that species is present inPtagectarea All
species evaluated are collectively referred topezialstatus species

The list of speciaktatus species that was evaluated additionally compiled bgonsulting
pertinent literatug, obtaining the USFWH®Biformation for Planning and Consultation (IPdiS)

for the Projectsite, and accessing tHeNDDB. MBI staff reviewed these lists and other pertinent
informationto complée the listof specialstatus species evaluat(NDDB 2018;CNPS 208;
USFWS 2018). The list was themeviewedbasedon site characteristics and observations to
assess the potential for occurrermed potential impactsere determinedh relation tothe
specialstatus specidikely occurringon the proposeBrojectsite rather than the overafroject
vicinity. Species whose occurrence in the vicinity and life history makes them vulnerable to
impacts even if they do not occur directly on tReojectsite were also evaluated.

A 10-mile (16kilometer)CNDDB report was generated ftire Projectlocation(i.e., USGS7.5
minute topographic quadrangle in which Pmjectsite is found as well as tlgpadrantes
located within a 18nile [16-kilometel radius of theProjectfootprint). The CNDDB contains
records for spciatstatus species amspecialstatusnaturalcommunities that have been reported
to the CDRV. The electronic version of the database is updated quaf@XRDB 2018).

No focused survey®r specialstatus species were requested or conducted for this rAport.
reconnaissanekevd survey wasonducted oecember 8, 201&y Mr. Jared PrathndMr.
Steven PruettMBI biologists. Survey methods consistedaaiking the exterior of theProject
area TheProjectsite areas currently being utilized for agriculture purposes and has rows of
carrots throughout the entirety of the interior. As such, the interior ¢fribjectsite was
inspected as thoroughly as possible friwa dccessible edges. A portion of Brejectarea is
developed with two existing buildings surrounded by a block wall. The exterior of this developed
area was inspected for any evidence of spetéls species as weheld notesincluded
observation®f all plant and wildlifespecies observe®upporting documentatiaegarding
species findingscluded directobservations and/@ignificantspeciesign (e.g.,scat, tracks,
feather/fur, prey remains, nests/burrows or any other indicatistldiife presencgdeemed
necessary to document potential occupation
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If encountered, coordinates for important biological resource elements and direct observations of
specialstatus species were recorded using a handheld geographic positioning system uni
(accuracy £20 feet, £6 meters).

All plant taxa encountered were identified to the extent posgibém the diagnostic features
presentldentifications were made using keys containetiha Jepson ManuaVascular Plants

of Californiaandonline updatscontaining revisions to taxonomic treatmefi8aldwin et al.

2012; Jepson Flora Proje2®18). When necessary)ant identificatons were made using a 10X

or greater magnification field hand lens and/or were collected and identified using a dissecting
microscopelLocationsof specialstatus plant species tentatively identified speciatatus plant
speciesvere recorded using a handheld global positiosyggemunit.

General habitat and site conditions were photographed to visually depict condiitiorgsthe
field surveysln addition,specialstatusspecier habitat features, such as vegetation
communities or ephemeral chann&erealsophotographically documentedhen encountered.

Subsequent to conducting the reconnaiss#ses survey, speciadtatus resource occurrence
information from the existing databases and literature was reviewed against field survey results to
complete a occurrence evaluation. Potential impacts to each identified sjgéatias resource

were compiled based on this occurrence evaluation. If potentially significant impacts were
identified during the evaluation process, recommendations for reducing thpgsssrare

included in this report. The sources of these recommendations include agency guidelines and
protocols, previously prepared environment al
experience and professional judgment.
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3.0RESULTS

The literature review resulted identification of21 specialstatusplantspecies and4 special
statuswildlife speciedor evaluatiorthat could occur in the vicinity of the propoderbject
(AppendixA; Tables A1 A2). Figures 3-1 through 34 providethe results of th€NDDB records
guerywithin 10 miles (16 kilometers)pf the proposedProject The general site conditions
combined with the habitat requirements and known ranges of these species were evaluated to
determine potential for occurrence of these species on the prdpagectsite. The remainder of
this section discusses tB818 field survey results and evaluation of those results based on the
literature review and professional judgmeniMiB| personnel.

3.1 General Conditions

The proposerojectarea has been used for intensive farming activities since at least 1994 and
no nativehabitat exists onsit®uring the survey, ongoinigrming operationsvere observed on a
majority of the Project site, and included existing facilities developed to support farming
activities A completed housing tract exsstearthewesternborderandaddtional intensive
farmingexistsnorth, east and souti theProjectarea(Figure 12). Photographs taken during the
field visit document the current site conditioAgppendixB).

All wildlife speciesobserved during the survey were recorded (AppendikaBle C1). No direct
or indirect evidence of speciatatus speciesccupatiorwas noted during the survey conducted
on theProjectsite. The literatureeview and field survey results for all relevant spestatus
species are described in the following sections.

TheUSGS soil survey map describée tsoil at thd’rojectarea as Unit 196, Milham sandy loam,
0 to 2% slopes MLRA 17Table 31).

Table 3-1: Soil Map UnitsWithin the ProjectSite
N

Soil Map Unit | Name Brief Description/Project Site Distribution

This soil is alluvium derived from igneous and sedimentary rock
) and isgenerally found on alluvial fans, terraces, fan remnants ar
Milham sandy plains. The typical profilés 10 incheg25 centimetersyandy loam,
196 loam, 0 to 26 10 to 22 inche$25i 56 centimetersipam, 22 to 49 inche®6i 125
slopes MLRA 17 centimetersglay loam and from 49 to 6@hches (125152
centimeters)sandy loam. The soil is classified as well drained wi
medium run off.
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Figure 3-1: California Natural Diversity Databag€NDDB) speciaistatus plantesults

CNDDB version 2018Please note: The occurrences shown on this map represent the known locations of the species listed here as of theetaterof There may be additional

occurrences of additional species within this area which have not yetureepesl and/or mapped. Lack of information in the CNDDB about a species or an area can never be used
that speciabtatus speciedo notoccur in an area.
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Figure 3-2: California Natural Diversity Databa$€NDDB) specialstatusreptileresults

CNDDB version 2018Please note: The occurrences shown on this map represent the known locations of the species listed here as of theefaterof There may be additional
occurrences of additional species within this area which have not yet been surveyed and/dr Iraagp¥ information in the CNDDB about a species or an area can never be used as pi
that speciaktatus speciedo notoccur in an area.
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Figure 3-3: California Natural Diversity Databag€NDDB) specialstatusbird results

CNDDB version 2018Please note: The occurrences shown on this map represent the known locations of the species listed here as of theetaterof thiere may be additional
occurrences of additional species within this area which have not yet been surveyed and/dr lraagpe information in the CNDDB about a species or an area can never be used as pr

that speciabtatus speciego notoccur in an area.
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