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	SCH: 
	Project Title: Elk River Sediment Remediation and Habitat Rehabilitation Pilot Implementation Project 
	Lead Agency: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
	Contact Name: Chuck Striplen
	Email: charles.striplen@waterboards.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 707-576-2689
	Project  Location: Eureka, Humboldt County
	PrintButton1: 
	TextField1: The goal of the Proposed Project is to begin to remediate excess fine sediment, nuisance flooding, loss of water quality beneficial uses, and degraded juvenile salmonid rearing habitat uses by excavating approximately 18,000 cubic yards of sediment from the bed and banks of roughly 2,375 linear feet of the North Fork Elk River to re-create a more natural channel form and salmonid habitat. The project will take place in two locations on the North Fork: Wrigley Orchard Project Reach; and the Elk River Flood Curve Project Reach. The Wrigley Orchard project reach occurs where North Fork Elk River transitions from a predominantly gravel bed channel within a relatively confined valley to a lower gradient channel with a predominantly fine-grained bed and relatively unconfined valley with broad floodplains. Sediment aggradation and flooding impacts at this location are well documented, including volume and location of aggradation. The Elk River Flood Curve Project Reach was selected for pilot implementation based on the severity of flooding in this location and the project’s location downstream of the transition from a coarse-bedded channel to heavily impaired fine-bedded channel. The project will dewater roughly 2,375 linear feet of channel, requiring movement of fish. Sediment removed from the channel and floodplains will require placement in adjacent upland areas; and riparian areas in and adjacent to the affected project area will require revegetation. 
	TextField2: Fish relocation procedures were negotiated with CDFW and NMFS throughout 2018 and will involve the removal of multiple rounds of fish and other aquatic organisms, beginning with the least intrusive methods (minnow trapping, seining), and progressing to more intrusive method (electrofishing, flow diversion). Fish removal and relocation activities will commence July 29 and may include the development of foot access for field crews and small vegetation removal using non-motorized, hand-held equipment. Grading activities will minimize, to the extent practical, the disturbance of existing vegetation within the Project area. Wherever feasible, trees will be left in place to preserve the existing riparian canopy. Large healthy native old growth trees greater than 36 inches diameter at breast height (DBH) will be preserved to the extent possible. Removed trees would be cut up and provided to landowners for use as firewood or chipped and used as mulch. Vegetation that is cleared from the channel and floodplain may be temporarily stockpiled in floodplain clearings before being transported to designated areas where it will be chipped for use as mulch. All stockpiles will be removed by the end of the construction season (October 15 or October 31 if no rain is forecast). The Project action will create newly excavated floodplain surfaces above the top of bank which will be replanted with native species appropriate for local conditions (i.e. the low flow channel below OHWM and newly created streambanks won't be revegetated). A total, 22,000 cubic yards of sediment will be excavated from the river channel and floodplain and spoiled in upland locations. Spoil sites located closest to in-channel and floodplain excavation sites will be filled to capacity before utilizing spoils areas located further away from primary project features. Sediment disposal areas are located in close proximity to the excavation sites, are primarily outside streamside mgt areas and riparian habitat, and are flat pasture surfaces with perennial grass cover to infiltrate spoil water and minimize turbid discharges to the river. Recent (2017) experience with this approach on one of the existing project properties proved highly effective and protective of water quality. 
	TextField3: The Elk River has a long history of timber harvest activity, periods of which have created significant impairments to critical infrastructure (via nuisance flooding), water quality, fisheries habitat, and domestic and agricultural water supplies. As such, all or most projects or regulatory actions in this watershed receive a high level of scrutiny from impacted residents, regulatory agencies, commercial enterprises, and the interested public.
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