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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:

Project Title: Laguna Niguel Wetlands Operations and Maintenance Project

Lead Agency: City of Laguna Niguel

Contact Name: Hal Ghafari

Email: hghafari@cityoflagunaniguel.org Phone Number: 949-362-4385

Project Location:Laguna Niguel, Orange County
City County

Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The proposed project would involve implementation of the operation and maintenance plan (O&M Plan) for the project,
which proposes a systematic program for flood control maintenance in 13 wetland sites in the City of Laguna Niguel,
Orange County, California. The wetland sites occur in the Sulphur Creek watershed; in a portion of the Salt Creek
Watershed, within Chapparosa Park; and within Crown Valley Regional Park. Each wetland site is generally in a
suburban, mostly developed environment. Land uses in the local vicinity of the project study areas include residential
and commercial developments, undeveloped open space, transportation services, roads, and recreational uses such as
pedestrian and bicycle trails, schools, and parks. The O&M Plan was prepared as a guide for the City to manage and
maintain the 13 wetland sites for long-term sustainability and public safety. It establishes routine maintenance activities
that will be performed at the 13 wetland sites, compensatory mitigation requirements, and general reporting
requirements. The goals of the O&M Plan are to implement flood control and vector control for public safety; maintain the
integrity of the restored ecosystems; and manage the sites for the long-term stability, health, and sustainability of the
Aliso Creek Watershed. The project would include minor maintenance activities such as removing herbaceous
vegetation and accumulated sediment around outfalls, risers, culverts, and bridge crossings; establishing pilot channels
to facilitate positive flow and maintain flood capacity (i.e., flowline maintenance); and trimming understory of riparian
vegetation (i.e., below the tree canopy) to prevent obstruction of flow.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Permanent impacts on suitable habitat used for nesting and foraging by special-status wildlife species and corresponding
USFWS-designated Critical Habitat would be considered potentially significant. However, Mitigation Measure MM-BIO-1
would protect 11 of the wetland sites from development as well as preserve the current condition of habitat and its
functions and values. The 11 wetland sites would be managed in perpetuity and adaptive management would be
incorporated into long-term management and funding to protect the wetland sites from habitat degradation in the long
term and reduce impacts to less-than-significant levels. Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM-BIO-2 would reduce
direct impacts on riparian and other sensitive natural communities and the impacts on federally protected wetlands or
any state-protected jurisdictional wetlands to less-than-significant levels. The possibility exists of encountering previously
undiscovered archaeological resources in undisturbed soils during some project activities. With implementation of
mitigation measures MM-CUL-1 and MM-CUL-2, impacts on potential archaeological resources would be less-than-
significant. Although O&M activities are not expected to extend deeper than below natural ground, the proposed project
would be subject to Mitigation Measure MM-GEO-1 which includes retaining a professional paleontologist to review the
record search results and identify areas which require a survey, and as necessary, on-site monitoring, recovery, and
reporting resulting in a less-than-significant impact on unique paleontological resources. Implementation of Mitigation
Measure MM-BIO-1 would also result in less-than-significant impacts related to water quality standards through
preserving the habitat, functions, and values in accordance with the goals identified in the O&M Plan. Implementation of
Mitigation Measure MM-TCR-1 would reduce potential tribal resources associated with Aliso Creek to less-than-
significant levels.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No known areas of controversy

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
USACE - Clean water Act Section 404 Permit

RWQCB - Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Porter-Cologne Act Waste Discharge
Requirements

CDFW - Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement
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