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Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage
Fairmont Hospital, Alameda County
Historic Resource Summary

Introduction

As requested by the County of Alameda’s General Services Administration, this report addresses
historic resource issues related to the former Superintendent’s Residence (aka Whitecotton Cottage)
located on the campus of Alameda County’s Fairmont Hospital. This evaluation has specifically been
requested by the County to address the subject building’s historic resource status and is based on
several site visits and research, including historical research inquiries at:

e The Northwest Information Center (NWIC) of the California Historical Resources Information
System (CHRIS), where there are no available records for the subject property;

e The Oakland Public Library’s History Room, which had a newspaper clipping folder for Fairmont
Hospital with general historical information;

¢ The Hayward Area Historical Society (HAHS), which has a small collection of previous research
records for Fairmont Hospital, including a research file folder specific to the “Fairmont Hospital —
Superintendent’s Residence,” and which is discussed below.

Resource Summary

The former Superintendent’s Residence was previously evaluated for the County and resulted, in
August of 2001, in the publication of an Historical and Architectural Assessment of the
Superintendent’s Residence at Fairmont Hospital for the County of Alameda and prepared by the
architectural historian Woodruff Minor (attached).

While there was evidently minimal available historical information about the building, that report
pinpointed the 1903 origins of the Superintendent’s Residence and indicated that it remained in use
as the residence of the hospital superintendent (aka resident physician) until c1970, when it was
adapted for other hospital program uses, until c2000, when it was vacated. That report also
parenthetically identified the building by its common name, White Cotton Cottage.

Regarding that common name, a ¢c1980 map of the campus was included in the 2001 report and is
also presently displayed on the wall in the ground floor of the existing cafeteria building. Alongside
the latter, there is a building index and which labeled the subject building the “Whitecotton Cottage.”
That label is evidently the accurate one, as Whitecotton is the surname of a family whose head, Dr.
G. Otis Whitecotton, was medical director of the Alameda County hospitals from ¢1947 to ¢c1960.
While there is no specific evidence for this assertion, nor evidence that Whitecotton may have
resided in this house, it may be presumed that the Whitecotton name was given to this building
during or after his leadership of the County hospitals.

In summary, based on the 2001 evaluation, the subject building has been identified as an historic
resource per a finding of eligibility to the California Register of Historical Resources (CR), the bases
for which are twofold:
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¢ Under CR criterion 1, the subject building is identifiably associated with historic events,
specifically the original Alameda County Infirmary and its successor, Fairmont Hospital;

¢ Under CR criterion 3, the subject building is identified as embodying design and construction
distinction as it is “an excellent and illustrative local example of the Shingle Style.”
(from Assessment, p7)

Consequently, the former Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage is presently listed on the
Alameda County Register of Historic Resources (see attached).

In addition to identifying applicable areas of significance, the previous evaluation requisitely
addressed the building’s historic “integrity.” For historic resource evaluation purposes, “integrity” is a
secondary measure of a given resource’s identified significance — in addition to fulfilling a given
criteria of significance, the resource must also retain sufficient integrity with which to convey its
importance in the present. To reiterate, in this case, the identified importance of the former
Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage is its association to the original Alameda County
Infirmary and early Fairmont Hospital, plus its architectural distinction as an excellent example of the
Shingle Style. Relative to which, the previous evaluation generally concluded that the “house and
setting retain a relatively high degree of integrity” (Assessment, p6).

Evidently, since 2001, further and relatively substantive changes have occurred to the site, the
setting and the building itself, including:

e Additional building removals and additions on the directly adjacent campus;
e Overall exterior building deterioration due to its vacancy;

o Deterioration of the surrounding landscape;

o Extensive interior dilapidation.

Such changes have resulted in the existing poor condition (i.e., overall design and material
degradation and loss) of the subject building exterior and site, and of the very poor condition (i.e.,
extensive degradation) of its interior.

Thus, at this juncture, a re-evaluation of the integrity of the subject resource is warranted in order to
confirm its current historic resource eligibility status and based on the seven “aspects of integrity”
defined under the National and California registers, as follows:

e [ocation — the former Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage remains in its historic
location, so this integrity aspect is fully intact;

e Setting — the former residence has an immediate and associated setting amidst its early
landscape. While deteriorated and beyond its immediate setting substantially changed, the
integrity of its setting is largely intact;

e Feeling and Association — the former residence remains associated with yet semi-isolated from
the hospital, which was also an original characteristic. Though use changes and subsequent
vacancy have diminished the historic feeling of this former residence as well as its residential
association, both integrity aspects are partially intact.

Consequently, under these four related aspects of integrity, the former Superintendent’s
Residence/Whitecotton Cottage continues to convey the significance of the identified historic events,
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specifically the original Alameda County Infirmary and the early Fairmont Hospital, of which the
subject building is the only (now partially) intact as well as oldest surviving building.

There are three additionally interrelated integrity aspects — design, materials and workmanship — that
directly relate to the subject building’s original and early design and construction. Per photos
included in the 2001 evaluation (figs.2 & 4), the former residence was then in an intact state and in
use. Since, the building has been vacant. Its current state is dilapidated, fenced and boarded-up. At
present, it is in a diminished state with respect to the workmanship that is embodied in its
original/early design and materials. As these three aspects of integrity have been substantially
affected and are insufficiently intact, the extant building does not continue to convey design or
construction excellence or importance. Therefore, the existing Superintendent’s Residence/
Whitecotton Cottage no longer appears to meet CR criterion 3.

In conclusion, a single basis for a finding of historical significance has sustained. Based on its
association to historic events — both the original Alameda County Infirmary and the early Fairmont
Hospital — the Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage remains eligible for the CR, though
no longer on the basis of its design and construction..

Signed:

Mark Hulbert
Preservation Architect

attached: figs.1-4; 2001 historic resource evaluation; page from Alameda County Register
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Fig.1 — Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage, Front (south), 2018

Fig.2 — Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage, Front (south), 2001
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Fig.3 — Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage, West side, 2018

Fig.4 — Superintendent’s Residence/Whitecotton Cottage, West side, 2001
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Alameda County Landmarks & Contributing Buildings
Identified in 2005-2008 Comprehensive Survey

Address Area Property Type Age Previous Survey
4951 Arroyo Road East County Spanish Colonial VA Hospital 1925 |East Alameda Survey - likely eligible
728 Bockman Road San Lorenzo Queen Anne Cottage 1895 |San Lorenzo Survey - likely eligible
under Criterion A
782 Bockman Road San Lorenzo Henry Bockman House
2495 Castro Valley Blvd Castro Valley  Castro Valley Lumber
2520 Castro Valley Blvd Castro Valley | Connie’s Tropical Fish 1934
2544 Castro Valley Blvd Castro Valley | Formerly Crowe’s Feed Shop
2845-61 Castro Valley Blvd Castro Valley  Chabot Theater
22047-55 Center Street Castro Valley  Four Square House
14563 Cull Canyon Road Castro Valley  Red barn, Cull’'s ranch 1855
16874 Cull Canyon Road Castro Valley  Farmhouse and barn
2440 Depot Road Hayward Mt. Eden Cemetery 1860
2595 Depot Road Hayward/ Eden |Queen Anne - Herman Mohr House
Area “Sea Breeze”
22380 Eden Canyon Road Castro Valley  Bank barn and associated barns
10366 S. Flynn Road East County Period Revival farmstead
15400 Foothill Boulevard Fairmont Fairmont Hospital 1920s
15400 Foothill Boulevard Fairmont Queen Anne Victorian, White Cotton
Cottage
1048 Grant Avenue San Lorenzo Queen Anne — Heidi House 1890 San Lorenzo Survey - likely eligible
under criteria A, Band C
Grove Way at Mission Cherryland Grove Way Bridge €.1925
24985 Hesperian Boulevard Hayward Cornelius Mohr house and farm, San Lorenzo Survey - likely eligible
Classical Revival, Victorian with under criteria A, Band C
mansard roof, barn
End of Hollis Canyon off Eden Castro Valley = Eastwood House
Canyon
5922 Jensen Road Castro Valley |Jensen farmhouse; Salt box 1872
16331 Kent Avenue Ashland Barn 1890 Ashland/Cherryland - possibly eligible
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