
  

  

Appendix B 
NOP Scoping Comment Letters 





B-1 

NOP Scoping Summary 

As part of the scoping process for this environmental impact report (EIR), a Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
was prepared to inform the public of the lead agency’s intent to prepare an EIR pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). An NOP for an EIR was issued by the California Department of 
General Services (DGS) on December 14, 2018 for preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
for the proposed Richards Boulevard Office Complex (RBOC) project (project), located in the central city 
of Sacramento. The NOP was sent to the California State Clearinghouse, federal, state, and local agencies, 
and members of the public. A public scoping meeting was held from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM on Thursday, 
January 10, 2017 at the Smythe Academy Middle School Cafeteria, located at 700 Dos Rios St, 
Sacramento, CA 95811 to provide the public and public agencies with the opportunity to learn more about 
the project and to provide a venue to submit comments regarding the issues that should be addressed in 
the EIR. The DGS staff and EIR consultant staff were available to describe the project elements and EIR 
process and to disclose and discuss key environmental issues identified in the NOP. No members of the 
public or agency stakeholders attended the scoping meeting; therefore, no comments were received during 
the scoping meeting. 

Table B-1 lists the scoping comments (both written and oral) received during the NOP comment period 
(December 14, 2018 through January 14, 2019). The table lists the commenter, the date the comment was 
received, and a summary of the relevant EIR section/s in which the comments are addressed. All written 
NOP comment letters in their entirety are provided in this Appendix. 

Comments Related to the Scope of the Project 

As listed in Table B-1, a total of six scoping comments letters were received related to the RBOC project. 
No verbal comments were provided at the scoping meeting. 

All six comment letters were from agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) Facilities Section, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), City of Sacramento, the Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District (SMUD), and the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB). 
Comments and key issues raised were generally focused on traffic impact evaluation, energy efficiency, 
connection to City utilities, underground transmission and distribution line easements, utility line routing, 
electrical load needs/requirements, mitigation of any potential impacts on fish and wildlife resources, 
protecting water quality, and the overall design of the project for creating better connectivity to the 
surrounding communities, and urban character that is safe and attractive to pedestrians and bicyclists. 



B-2 

TABLE B-1 
SUMMARY OF COMMENTS ON NOTICE OF PREPARATION FOR RBOC PROJECT 

Name of Author Agency / Organization Date Received Relevant EIR Section(s) 

Dylan Wood California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) 

12/17/2018 Biological Resources 

Tracy Carter California Highway Patrol (CHP) 
Facilities Section 

01/09/2019 Public Services 

Matt Cervantes California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) 

01/11/2019 Transportation and Circulation 

Alex Fong California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) 

01/14/2019 Transportation and Circulation 

Karlo Felix City of Sacramento 01/14/2019 Land Use and Planning, 
Transportation and Circulation, 
Utilities and Infrastructure 

Nicole Goi Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
(SMUD) 

01/14/2019 Energy, Utilities and Infrastructure 

Jordan Hensley Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (CVRWQCB) 

01/16/2019 Hydrology 

 

 



From: Wood, Dylan A@Wildlife [mailto:Dylan.A.Wood@wildlife.ca.gov]  
Sent: Monday, December 17, 2018 5:17 PM 
To: Coleman, Stephanie@DGS <Stephanie.Coleman@dgs.ca.gov> 
Cc: Wildlife R2 CEQA <R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov> 
Subject: Comments on the Notice of Preparation for the Richards Boulevard Office Complex (SCH: 
2018122034) 
 
Ms. Coleman, 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has received and reviewed the Notice of 
Preparation for the Richards Boulevard Office Complex (Project) in Sacramento County. CDFW offers 
the comments and recommendations below to assist the Lead Agency in adequately identifying and, 
where appropriate, mitigating the Project’s significant or potentially significant, direct and indirect 
impacts on fish and wildlife resources. 
 
CDFW has identified potential habitat for nesting birds and birds of prey within the Project area. CDFW 
recommends that the Environmental Impact Report disclose all potential activities that may impact 
nesting birds within the Project footprint and its close vicinity. This may include identifying trees within 
the Project footprint that will be removed and an analysis of impacts to nesting sites near the project 
site that may be affected by increase in construction, human activity, etc. Please note that some birds 
such as burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) may nest underground or may inhabit piles of debris left 
over from the previous demolition. CDFW recommends including measures to reduce potential impacts 
by including nesting bird surveys and if birds are found minimization measures such biological 
monitoring, installation of noise attenuation barriers or work windows.  
 
I am available for consultation regarding biological resources and strategies to minimize and/or mitigate 
impacts, please feel free to give me a call at 916-358-2384 or by email at dylan.a.wood@wildlife.ca.gov. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those activities 
involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dylan Wood  
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Environmental Scientist 
(916) 358-2384 
 
Every Californian should conserve water. Find out how at: 

 
SaveOurWater.com · Drought.CA.gov 
 
 















From: Coleman, Stephanie@DGS
To: Christina Erwin; Elizabeth Boyd
Subject: FW: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Richards Boulevard Office Complex Project,

Sacramento, California
Date: Wednesday, January 9, 2019 12:22:59 PM
Attachments: 2018122034 Documents.pdf

Area-Section EIR RESPONSE CHECKLIST.docx

FYI
 
 
 
STEPHANIE COLEMAN | Project Management and Development Branch | Environmental Section
Senior Environmental Planner | Environmental Services |  o 916.376.1602 c 916-217-
6185| Stephanie.coleman@dgs.ca.gov

 
From: Carter, Tracey@CHP [mailto:Tracey.Carter@chp.ca.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 09, 2019 12:18 PM
To: Coleman, Stephanie@DGS <Stephanie.Coleman@dgs.ca.gov>
Cc: Dobson, Denise@CHP <DDobson@chp.ca.gov>; Roberts, Ken C@CHP <KenRoberts@chp.ca.gov>
Subject: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Richards Boulevard Office
Complex Project, Sacramento, California
 
Good afternoon Stephanie,
 
Facilities Section has reviewed the Notice of Preparation environmental impact document from the
State Clearinghouse.  Based on the information provided, no impact is foreseen to the day to day
operations and/or public safety to the California Highway Patrol Headquarter campus by
SCH#2018122034.
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need further information.
 
Thank you,
Tracey Carter
 

Tracey Carter
CHP Facilities Section
601 North 7th Street
Sacramento, CA  95811
Main:  916.843.3800
Desk:  916.843.3824
 
 

mailto:Stephanie.Coleman@dgs.ca.gov
mailto:CErwin@esassoc.com
mailto:EBoyd@esassoc.com


























































ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

EVALUATION/RESPONSE CHECKLIST

FOR AREA/SECTION



Reference:  General Order 41.2



		

		Action

		Reference

GO 41.2



		☐		Review memorandum for the due date(s).

		



		☐		Determine if the proposed project might impact local operations and/or public safety.  Examples include:  housing developments, large commercial projects, large recreational developments or expansions, landfill or quarry operations, hazardous materials storage and/or dump sites, highway construction/improvement projects, new schools, airport improvements, annexations/incorporations, off-highway vehicle facilities, and Indian gaming facilities.
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		☐		Review environmental impact documents to identify issues or concerns with possible impact to departmental operations (i.e., increased response times, enforcement, emergency services, service calls, telecommunications, public safety).

		



		

		Responses

		



		☐		If comments are advisable:

		



		☐		Correspondence should focus primarily on traffic safety, congestion, or other impacts to the CHP’s mission; however, Areas shall not indicate to the lead agency that additional personnel, facilities, vehicles, etc., are a means to mitigate departmental service issues.

		Page 7



		☐		Ensure the State Clearinghouse number (SCH#) is included in all correspondence.

		



		☐		Comments shall be provided directly to the State Clearinghouse at

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121, Sacramento, CA 95814, or the lead agency as deemed appropriate, no later than the designated due date.  Provide a copy to Special Projects Section (SPS) via electronic mail (e-mail).

		



		

		For project tracking purposes, SPS must be notified of Area/Section’s assessment of the project.  After mailing your comments to the SCH or lead agency, send a scanned copy via e-mail to SPS.

		



		☐		If no impact is determined:

		



		☐		Via e-mail, please respond “no impact to _______________ Area’s local operations and/or public safety by SCH# __________ was identified,” by the designated SCH due date to the SPS analyst listed on the Environmental Document Review and Response memorandum.  Ensure the SCH# is included.

		





































ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
EVALUATION/RESPONSE CHECKLIST 

FOR AREA/SECTION 
 

Reference:  General Order 41.2 
 

 Action 
Reference 
GO 41.2 

☐ Review memorandum for the due date(s).  

☐ 

Determine if the proposed project might impact local operations 
and/or public safety.  Examples include:  housing developments, large 
commercial projects, large recreational developments or expansions, 
landfill or quarry operations, hazardous materials storage and/or 
dump sites, highway construction/improvement projects, new schools, 
airport improvements, annexations/incorporations, off-highway vehicle 
facilities, and Indian gaming facilities. 
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☐ 

Review environmental impact documents to identify issues or 
concerns with possible impact to departmental operations (i.e., 
increased response times, enforcement, emergency services, service 
calls, telecommunications, public safety). 

 

 Responses  
☐ If comments are advisable:  

☐ 

Correspondence should focus primarily on traffic safety, congestion, 
or other impacts to the CHP’s mission; however, Areas shall not 
indicate to the lead agency that additional personnel, facilities, 
vehicles, etc., are a means to mitigate departmental service 
issues. 
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☐ 
Ensure the State Clearinghouse number (SCH#) is included in all 
correspondence. 

 

☐ 

Comments shall be provided directly to the State Clearinghouse at 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121, Sacramento, CA 95814, or the lead 
agency as deemed appropriate, no later than the designated due 
date.  Provide a copy to Special Projects Section (SPS) via electronic 
mail (e-mail). 

 

 
For project tracking purposes, SPS must be notified of Area/Section’s 
assessment of the project.  After mailing your comments to the SCH or 
lead agency, send a scanned copy via e-mail to SPS. 

 

☐ If no impact is determined:  

☐ 

Via e-mail, please respond “no impact to _______________ Area’s 
local operations and/or public safety by SCH# __________ was 
identified,” by the designated SCH due date to the SPS analyst listed 
on the Environmental Document Review and Response 
memorandum.  Ensure the SCH# is included. 

 

 



 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

320 WEST 4TH STREET, SUITE 500 

LOS ANGELES, CA  90013 

 

January 11, 2019 
 
Stephanie Coleman 
Department of General Services 
707 Third Street 
4th Floor, MS509 
West Sacramento, CA  95605 

 
Re:  Richards Boulevard Office Complex Project  

SCH 2018122034 ––  Notice of Preparation 
 
Dear Ms. Coleman: 
 

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission/CPUC) has jurisdiction over rail crossings 
(crossings) in California. CPUC ensures that crossings are safely designed, constructed, and 
maintained.  The Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Branch (RCEB) is in receipt of the 
Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the proposed Richards Boulevard Office Complex Project. 
Department of General Services (DGS) is the lead agency. 
 
DGS proposes to construct approximately 1.3 million gross square feet of space across three mid-
rise office buildings and one high-rise office building at the southwest corner of the intersection of 
Richards Boulevard and 7th Street in the city of Sacramento. The project site is adjacent to the 7th 
& Richards Blvd intersection crossing (CPUC No. 083A-1.35) of the Sacramento Regional Transit 
District (SACRTD). The intersection is traffic signal controlled and equipped with Commission 
Standard 1 (crossbuck sign on a post) warning devices, as well as grade crossing pavement 
markings and railroad crossing warning signs (W10-1) at all four quadrants. 
 
The Commission requests that DGS review the traffic studies in the coming Draft EIR to determine 
any possible negative impacts from increased traffic at the intersection of Richards Boulevard and 
7th Street. Traffic studies should include current and projected movements of vehicles, pedestrians, 
and SACRTD light rails vehicles through the intersection. Based on the traffic studies, mitigation 
measures such as additional warning devices may be required to ensure safety at this crossing.  
 
Construction or modification of public crossings requires authorization from the Commission.  RCEB 
representatives are available to discuss any potential safety impacts or concerns at crossings.  
Please continue to keep RCEB informed of the project’s development.  More information can be 
found at: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/crossings. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Matt Cervantes at (213) 266-4716, or mci@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 Matt Cervantes 

Utilities Engineer 
Rail Crossings Engineering Branch 
Safety and Enforcement Division 

 
CC: State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov 

 







 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
300 Richards Blvd., 3rd Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95811 
 

Help Line: 916-264-5011 
CityofSacramento.org/cdd 

 

 
January 14, 2019 
 
Stephanie Coleman & Richard Standiford 
Real Estate Services Division 
Department of General Services 
707 3rd Street – 4th Floor 
West Sacramento, CA 95605 

via email to:  
stephanie.coleman@dgs.ca.gov & 
richard.standiford@dgs.ca.gov  

 

 
 
RE: Richards Boulevard Office Complex  
 
 
Ms. Coleman & Mr. Standiford: 
 
The Richards Boulevard Office Complex, located at 300 and 344 North 7th Street (APN 001-0210-
010), is a California Department of General Services (DGS) project located within the City of 
Sacramento. The project includes approximately 1.3 million square feet of offices and ancillary 
support uses within three mid-rise buildings and one high-rise building. It is anticipated that the 
development will house the Business, Consumer Services, and Housing Agency, the Department 
of Tax and Fee Administration, and the Board of Equalization.  
 
DGS has circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) in compliance with the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and is in the process of developing performance 
criteria ahead of a future request for proposal (RFP) for a design-builder. As DGS continues its 
CEQA review and RFP programing, the Planning Division offers the following comments to guide 
its analysis and development. 
 

Policy Documents: The 17-acre project site is located within the River District; the northern 
gateway into the Sacramento’s Central City that is transitioning from a predominately 
warehouse and government office district to a mixed-use jobs and housing center. This 
evolution was envisioned in the River District Specific Plan and River District Design 
Guidelines. Many of the project objectives defined in the NOP appear to align with the goals 
of the Specific Plan and Design Guidelines.  
 
Land Use and Planning: Central to the Specific Plan and Design Guidelines is the re-
establishment of a strong circulation network that breaks through current connectivity 
barriers to create an urban character that is pedestrian and bicycle friendly. Consideration 
should be made of the City’s and the community’s desire to create streets and intersections 
at a scale that is attractive for pedestrians and bicyclists. Given that multiple State 



Richards Boulevard Office Complex 
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departments are anticipated to occupy the site, an opportunity is available to develop a site 
plan and building design that respects these goals. 
 
Transportation and Circulation: Closely integrated with land use is circulation. The urban uses 
envisioned for the River District area require a robust street framework. As large properties 
are redeveloped, there is an opportunity to establish a fine-grain street network to give 
employees, residents, and visitors connection options to the Railyards and Downtown and to 
disperse and moderate the number of cars, bicyclists, and pedestrians planned for the site 
and area. To that end, the Specific Plan envisions several street extensions through the project 
site including two east-west extensions for Bannon Street and North C Street, and one north-
south extension of North 6th Street.  
 
Utilities, Infrastructure, and Energy: The City provides water, sewer, and drainage services for 
the project site. The Specific Plan and the River District Finance Plan acknowledge that the 
infrastructure in the area is inadequate to serve the future build-out of the area. DGS should 
consider how the design of the project affects the City’s ability to provide services to the area 
as the pace of development surrounding the project site is not known at this time. 

 
Thank you for consideration of these comments. We understand that the project is in the early 
phases of development but encourage DGS to make an early commitment to adhere to the 
Specific Plan and Design Guidelines. The outreach you have completed with River District Property 
and Business Improvement District as well as Planning Division staff is greatly appreciated. We 
look forward to working with DGS on a development within the River District that continues our 
progress towards creating a vibrant, distinctive, and well-connected community.  
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss these comments further, please feel free to 
contact me at kfelix@cityofsacramento.org.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Karlo Felix 
Senior Planner 
 
 
Attachments: none 
 
Copy:  Evan Compton, Principal Planner 
  Tom Pace, Planning Director 
  Rachel Hazelwood, Senior Development Project Manager 
 
S:\Current\Users\KFelix\Projects\RichardsBlvdOfficeComplex\To_DGS_20190114.docx 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
Sent Via E-Mail 
 
January 14, 2019 
 
Stephanie Coleman 
Department of General Services 
707 Third Street, 4th Floor, MS509 
West Sacramento, CA 95605 
Stephanie.coleman@dgs.ca.gov 
 
 
Subject: Richards Boulevard Office Complex Project / 2018122034 / NOP 
 
Dear Ms. Coleman: 
 
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on the proposed Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Richards Office Complex 
Project (Project, SCH 2018122034).  SMUD is the primary energy provider for Sacramento 
County and the proposed Project area.  SMUD’s vision is to empower our customers with 
solutions and options that increase energy efficiency, protect the environment, reduce global 
warming, and lower the cost to serve our region.  As a Responsible Agency, SMUD aims to 
ensure that the proposed Project limits the potential for significant environmental effects on 
SMUD facilities, employees, and customers.   
 
It is our desire that the Project NOP will acknowledge any Project impacts related to the 
following:  
 

• Overhead and or underground transmission and distribution line easements. 
Please view the following links on smud.org for more information regarding 
transmission encroachment: 

• https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and-
Construction-Services 

• https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Business-with-SMUD/Land-
Use/Transmission-Right-of-Way 

• Utility line routing 
• Electrical load needs/requirements 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Climate Change 
• Cumulative impacts related to the need for increased electrical delivery 
• SMUD infrastructure related to the potential relocation or removal of existing 

SMUD facilities on or adjacent to the subject property. 

https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and-Construction-Services
https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and-Construction-Services
https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Business-with-SMUD/Land-Use/Transmission-Right-of-Way
https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Business-with-SMUD/Land-Use/Transmission-Right-of-Way


  

• SMUD easements or public utility easements on or adjacent to the subject 
property. The Project Lead Agency shall provide any necessary easements and or 
public utility easements.  
 
 
 

More specifically, SMUD would like to have the following details related to the electrical 
infrastructure incorporated into the project description. 
 
Existing infrastructure in the following areas of the project area contained in the NOP: 

• 21 kV underground (UG) and overhead (OH) infrastructure and facilities along the 
north side of North B Street along the southern boundary. 

• Secondary voltage UG for approximately 200 feet along the west side of 7th Street 
just north of North B Street along the eastern boundary. 

• 21 kV UG infrastructure and facilities along the south side of Richards Blvd just west 
of the existing printing plant building. This facility currently services the existing 
structures. 

The following is a list of estimated proposed infrastructure in the project area contained in 
the NOP.   
 

• Underground 21 kV infrastructure and facilities along the south side of Richards Blvd 
along the entire northern boundary area of the project. These facilities will include, 
but are not limited to, underground circuit(s), pad-mounted transformer(s), pad-
mounted switchgear and other ancillary infrastructure such as manholes and pull 
boxes as needed per the demand requirements. 

• Underground 21 kV infrastructure and facilities along the west side of North 7th Street 
along the entire eastern boundary. 

• Underground 21 kV infrastructure and facilities within the NOP property area. The 
location will be dependent upon specific service requirements and arrangements. 
These facilities will include, but are not limited to, underground circuit(s), pad-
mounted transformer(s), pad-mounted switchgear and other ancillary infrastructure 
such as manholes and pull boxes as needed per the demand requirements. 

• Two (2) NEW 21 kV circuits will be used as part of the overall estimated service 
requirements for the Richard Blvd Office Complex Project. These circuits will be 
built from SMUD substation Station E (under construction) to the project area and to 
the proposed Station H as shown in SMUD Exhibit 1 (Circuits 2303 and 2309). 
Tentative schedule for these circuits are in 2022 and 2024 respectively but will 
ultimately depend on the timing and demand requirements for this project.  

• A new SMUD substation (Station H) will ultimately service the entire Richards Blvd 
Office Project area. This new substation involves a rebuild and expansion of an 
existing SMUD substation site (Station A) at the northeast corner of 6th and H Streets. 



  

This 115/21 kV substation project is tentatively scheduled to start in 2022 with an 
estimated completion date of 2024 and will entail the demolition of the existing 
115/12 kV network substation and subsequent rebuild to a 115/21 kV substation. 

SMUD would like to be discuss the above areas of interest as well as exploring the 
opportunity to address the electrical service requirements of this project by having them 
included in the EIR.  
 
We aim to be partners in the efficient and sustainable delivery of the proposed Project.  
Please ensure that the information included in this response is conveyed to the Project 
planners and the appropriate Project proponents.   
 
Environmental leadership is a core value of SMUD and we look forward to collaborating 
with you on this Project. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this NOP.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact SMUD’s Environmental 
Management Specialist, Rob Ferrera, at rob.ferrera@smud.org or 916.732.6676. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Nicole Goi 
Regional & Local Government Affairs  
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
6301 S Street, Mail Stop A313 
Sacramento, CA 95817 
Nicole.goi@smud.org  
 
Cc:  Rob Ferrera 
 

mailto:rob.ferrera@smud.org
mailto:Nicole.goi@smud.org
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