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NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
MERA NEXT GENERATION RADIO COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM PROJECT 

SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 
Facilities and meetings comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act. If special accommodations are 
needed, please contact the MERA Operations Officer at (415) 473‐4368. 
 
The Marin Emergency Radio Authority (MERA), a joint powers agency, acting as the lead agency 
pursuant to Section 15050 of the CEQA Guidelines, will be preparing a Draft Subsequent Environmental 
Impact Report (Draft SEIR) for the proposed Next Generation Radio Communications System Project 
(Next Gen System, or proposed project).  The SEIR is being prepared by MERA in accordance with CEQA 
and the State of California CEQA Guidelines.  Pursuant to Sections 15082(a) and 15375 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, MERA has issued this Notice of Preparation (NOP) to provide Responsible Agencies, Trustee 
Agencies, and other interested parties with information describing the proposal and its potential 
environmental effects.   
 
The MERA radio system is vital for emergency countywide communications between police, firefighters 
and public works crews.  The emergency communications system is a network of radio antennas and 
equipment linked with microwave connections.  However, the combination of older equipment and 
recent changes to frequency requirements by the Congressional Jobs Bill HR 3630 now requires an 
upgrade of all UHF (T‐band), including MERA’s, radio communications systems.  Funding for the system 
is generated by a parcel tax that was authorized by Marin County voters in 2014.   
 
The current system includes 15 active communications sites.  The MERA Next Gen System would retain 
and upgrade 10 of the functioning sites, decommission five existing sites and add equipment to eight 
new sites, which include previously developed infrastructure not part of the MERA system.  New sites 
include communication and water tank sites and a water wellhead site in northern Marin County.   
 
Existing sites used in Next Gen System: 

 Civic Center 

 Big Rock Ridge 

 Mt. Tamalpais 

 Mt. Barnabe 

 Point Reyes Hill 

 Dollar Hill 

 San Pedro Ridge 

 Mt. Tiburon 

 Sonoma Mountain 

 Stewart Point 

 
New sites proposed for Next Gen System: 

 Prime Site (Sheriff’s dispatch center) 

 Tomales (existing cell phone site) 

 Coyote Peak (a water wellhead site) 

 Skyview Terrace (an MMWD water tank site) 

 Muir Beach (a local water tank site) 

 Wolfback Ridge (an existing broadcast tower) 

 OTA Mt. Burdell (an existing broadcast tower) 

 Mill Valley Water Tank (MMWD water tank) 

 

The five sites to be decommissioned as part of the Next Gen System are:  Forbes Hill in San Rafael, Mt. 
Burdell near Novato, Mill Valley City Hall and Mill Valley Police Station, and the Bay Hill Road site in 
Sonoma County.   
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LOCATIONS:  Figure 1 shows the Next Gen System configuration and Table 1 provides a summary 
description of the communication sites including assessor parcel numbers and coordinates.  A more 
detailed project description with a list of existing and proposed facilities at each site can be found on the 
MERA website:      https://www.marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/projects/mera 
The Next Gen System would update the current backbone network to utilize new radio frequencies in 
the 700MHz band to comply with an FCC mandate that public agency radio systems (including MERA) 
vacate the UHF (T‐band) frequencies currently utilized.  The Next Gen system would also utilize Project 
25 (P25) technology to provide improved public service and emergency radio coverage within the 
County of Marin. 

PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:  The Next Gen System is anticipated to have similar 
environmental effects as those previously evaluated in the original MERA EIR (Marin Public Safety and 
Emergency Communication System EIR) certified in the year 2000. The probable environmental effects 
include potentially significant impacts to biological resources, aesthetics, cultural resources, hazards and 
hazardous materials, and land use regulations.  The Next Gen SEIR will evaluate the new environmental 
impacts resulting from the proposed MERA Next Gen System upgrades and will define compliance 
activities needed to address new regulations put into place since the original EIR.  All CEQA topics 
relevant to the project will also be considered in the SEIR, including:   
1) Land Use & Planning 7) Biological Resources 13) Aesthetics/Visual Resources

2) Population & Housing 8) Energy & Natural Resources 14) Cultural Resources

3) Geology and Soils 9) Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Radio Frequency Analysis

15) Agriculture and Forestry Resources

4) Hydrology and Water Quality 10) Noise 16) Greenhouse Gas Emissions

5) Air Quality 11) Public Services and Recreation 17) Mineral Resources

6) Transportation/Traffic 12) Utilities & Service Systems

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS:  To ensure that the SEIR for this project is thorough, adequate, and meets 
the needs of all agencies reviewing it, MERA requests your comments on the scope and content of the 
Draft SEIR within the 30‐day comment period, which closes June 18, 2018.   Written comments may be 
forwarded electronically via email or mailed with postmarks on or before the closing date, to:    

Ernest Klock, MERA Operations Officer  
3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 304, San Rafael, CA 94903   
email: MERA‐EIR@marincounty.org 

NOTICE OF SCOPING MEETING:  To ensure that the SEIR will address any additional issues that may be 
of concern to the public for this proposed project, MERA will also conduct a public scoping meeting.  
Public Agencies, community groups and interested members of the public are invited to attend the 
scoping meeting and present oral or written comments on the issues to be evaluated in the Draft SEIR.  
The public scoping meeting will be held on Thursday, May 31, 2018, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 330, San Rafael, CA 94903. 

A more detailed preliminary project description of the proposed Next Gen project and other informative 
materials including the original EIR (SCH #1999092073) are on file with the office of the Marin County 
Public Works Department, 3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 304, San Rafael, CA 94903, and are available for 
public review between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  The information 
is posted on the MERA website at https://www.marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/projects/mera.  If 
you have any questions, or need additional information concerning the scoping meeting or would like to 
request a hard copy of the Summary Project Description, please contact Ernest Klock at 415‐473‐4368. 

Ernest Klock  
Operations Officer, MERA 
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Table 1.  MERA Sites and Locations for CEQA Evaluation 
Site Name and Number   APN  Jurisdiction  Coordinates  Previous EIR  Comments  

1. Prime Site EOF^ 165‐220‐11  City of San Rafael 
38.019167,          
‐122.541528  N 

New site at  

Sheriff’s Dispatch  

2. Civic Center 179‐270‐11  City of San Rafael 
37.999056,          
‐122.531306 

Y 
Upgrades 

3. Big Rock 164‐300‐04  Marin County 
38.059194,          
‐122.604250  

Y 
Upgrades 

4. Mt. Tamalpais 197‐120‐31  Marin County 
37.929006,          
‐122.587084 

Y 
Upgrades 

5. Mt. Barnabe 168‐240‐01  Marin County 
38.026751,          
‐122.716321 

Y 
Upgrades 

6. Bolinas Fire Station 193‐030‐20  Marin County  N/A 
Y  Dropped  

from original system 

7. Bolinas Ridge 197‐120‐30  Marin County  N/A 
Y  Dropped  

from original system 

8. Point Reyes Hill 109‐160‐23  Marin County 
38.079836,          
‐122.866944 

Y 
Upgrades 

9. Forbes Hill 010‐261‐02  City of San Rafael  N/A  Y  Decommission 

10. Dollar Hill 011‐051‐02  City of San Rafael 
37.980262,          
‐122.529354 

Y 
Upgrades 

11. San Pedro Ridge 015‐250‐21  City of San Rafael 
37.990205,          
‐122.500139 

Y 
Upgrades 

12. Mt. Burdell 125‐180‐17  City of Novato  N/A  Y  Decommission 

13. Novato PD 153‐061‐28  City of Novato  N/A 
Y  Dropped  

from original system 

14. Mt. Tiburon 058‐261‐39  Town of Tiburon 
37.890440,          
‐122.464796 

Y 
Upgrades 

15. Mill Valley City Hall 028‐014‐16  City of Mill Valley  N/A  Y  Decommission 

16. Mill Valley Police Station* 030‐250‐01  City of Mill Valley  N/A  Y  Decommission 

17. Bay Hill Road 100‐190‐07  Sonoma County  N/A  Y  Decommission 

18. Sonoma Mountain 136‐190‐09  Sonoma County 
38.261015,          
‐122.903629 

Y 
Upgrades 

19. Stewart Point** 188‐090‐15  Marin County 
38.185833,          
‐122.825167 

Y 
Upgrades 

20. Tomales*** 100‐050‐42  Marin County 
38.017000,          
‐122.546000 

N  New site with cell 
tower and equipment 

21. Coyote Peak 106‐110‐03  Marin County 
37.863289,          
‐122.585512 

N  New site with existing 
water wellheads 

22. Skyview Terrace
Water Tank

165‐220‐02  City of San Rafael 
37.851085,          
‐122.498376 

N  New site with 

MMWD water tank  

23. Muir Beach 199‐262‐11  Marin County 
38.149888,          
‐122.593239 

N  New site with  

local water tank  

24. Wolfback Ridge 200‐120‐02  Marin County 
37.902735,          
‐122.558010 

N  New site with  

existing 100’ tower 

25. Mt. Burdell OTA^ 125‐160‐01  Marin County 
38.261015,          
‐122.903629 

N  New site with existing 
structure and tower  

26. Mill Valley Water Tank 046‐070‐03  Marin County 
38.185833,          
‐122.825167 

N  New site with existing 
MMWD water tank  

* Added to original EIR as an adjustment before its publication so signal from Mill Valley City Hall would be detected.

**  Added to original EIR with a CEQA Amendment in 2006.

***Added to original EIR with a Categorical Exemption in 2012.  Incorporated into SEIR to discuss whole action.

^   EOF = Emergency Operations Facility,  OTA = Over‐the‐Air Broadcasting
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From: "Stratton, Debra" <DStratton@marincounty.org> 
Subject: FW: Notice of Preparation/Scoping Meeting MERA NextGen  
Date: May 15, 2018 4:04:53 PM PDT 
To: "Klock, Ernest" <EKlock@marincounty.org>, John Roberto 
<jraplan@sbcglobal.net> 
 
FYI 
  
From: Christine Asiata <Christine.Asiata@OPR.CA.GOV>  Sent: Tuesday, 
May 15, 2018 4:04 PM To: Stratton, Debra 
<DStratton@marincounty.org> Subject: RE: Notice of Preparation/Scoping 
Meeting MERA NextGen 
  
Thank you for your submittal, the SCH is in receipt of your NOP, it will start 
review tomorrow 5/16/2018. 
  
Christine Asiata Rodriguez 
  
From: OPR State Clearinghouse  Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2018 3:11 
PM To: Christine Asiata <Christine.Asiata@OPR.CA.GOV> Subject: FW: 
Notice of Preparation/Scoping Meeting MERA NextGen 
  
  
  
From: Stratton, Debra <DStratton@marincounty.org>  Sent: Tuesday, May 
15, 2018 3:05 PM To: OPR State Clearinghouse 
<State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov> Cc: Klock, Ernest 
<EKlock@marincounty.org>; John Roberto 
<jraplan@sbcglobal.net> Subject: Notice of Preparation/Scoping Meeting 
MERA NextGen 
  
Attached please find SCH document transmittal for the NOTICE OF 
PREPARATION AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
MERA NEXT GENERATION RADIO COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
PROJECT SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT. 
  

mailto:Christine.Asiata@OPR.CA.GOV
mailto:DStratton@marincounty.org
mailto:State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
mailto:EKlock@marincounty.org
mailto:jraplan@sbcglobal.net
pcurfman
Text Box
State Clearinghouse Confirmation of Receipt
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P R O C E E D I N G S  1 

MAY 31, 2018                   6:44 p.m. 2 

MR. KLOCK:  On the record.  We are starting the 3 

Subsequent Environmental Impact Report Public Scoping 4 

Meeting for the Marin Emergency Radio Authority Next Gen 5 

Project.  We will pause until members of the public show 6 

up.  7 

(Off the record at 6:44 p.m.) 8 

(On the Record at 7:01 p.m.) 9 

MR. KLOCK:  Yes, on the record.  We are going to 10 

go ahead and give our presentation on the MERA Next Gen 11 

System SEIR Project.  It is 7:02.  The meeting started at 12 

6:30.  No members of the public have shown up yet.  We will 13 

go ahead and give the presentation, reference the slide 14 

number and post the presentation online after the meeting.  15 

So this is the MERA Next Gen System Subsequent 16 

Environmental Impact Report Scoping Meeting on May 31st, 17 

2018 for the Marin Emergency Radio Authority.  And that was 18 

slide 1.  19 

I have with me environmental consultants, John 20 

Roberto and Paul Curfman.  I also have, in the audience, 21 

the MERA Executive Officer, Maureen Cassingham and MERA 22 

Counsel, Trisha Ortiz and the MERA Deputy Executive Officer 23 

Dave Jeffries.   24 

Moving to slide 2, the Marin Emergency Radio 25 
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Authority is comprised of 25 member agencies, the cities 1 

and towns around Marin County, County Unincorporated on 2 

various police authorities, utility districts and fire 3 

protective districts.  4 

Moving to slide 3, the agenda.  The purpose of 5 

this meeting is to receive scoping comments on the scope of 6 

our analysis on this Subsequent Environmental Impact 7 

Report.  We're going to talk a little bit about the 8 

existing MERA system.  We're going to talk about the Next 9 

Generation Project and how it's going to modify the 10 

existing MERA system.  We're going to talk about the scope 11 

of the analysis.  And we're going to talk about the CEQA 12 

process and how to provide public comment during this 13 

phase.   14 

Moving to slide 4, the purpose of the scoping 15 

meeting.  The original MERA EIR was certified in 2000.  The 16 

findings on that existing MERA system still hold true 17 

throughout this SEIR process.  We're going to learn about 18 

the MERA Proposed Next Gen System Project.  We're going to 19 

provide direct input on the scope of the Subsequent EIR.  20 

Members of the public could provide comment to do that, if 21 

they were here.  And we're going to learn about additional 22 

opportunities for input on the Subsequent EIR, after the 23 

Scoping Meeting here, when we're generating the draft 24 

document and looking at that.  25 
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Moving to slide 5, why are we updating the MERA 1 

system?  It's an aging system.  It's difficult to find 2 

replacement parts.  We want to improve the radio coverage 3 

and signal strength.  We need to expand the user capacity.  4 

There's a Congressional mandate that we vacate the UHF T-5 

band frequencies and move to 700 MHz.  And with all that, 6 

the voters supported and approved Measure A funding in 7 

2014. 8 

Really, this is about improving emergency radio 9 

coverage for members of the public for their benefit, such 10 

that the emergency and first responders can get to members 11 

of the public and serve them better.  We'll go ahead and 12 

run through the objectives of the MERA Next Gen Project on 13 

slide 6.  14 

So we want to improve coverage and service 15 

quality.  We want to use existing sites and facilities 16 

where possible and minimize tower heights in doing so.  We 17 

want to modernize the system to increase its resilience, 18 

increase the audio quality, increase the reliability and be 19 

able to use the 700 to 800 MHz frequencies required by the 20 

federal mandate.  We also want to improve mutual aid 21 

interoperability and integrate the emergency operations 22 

facility into the system. 23 

So how are we going to do this?  The project 24 

description involves the use of existing sites and the 25 
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installation of new sites.  I say new sites in that they 1 

are new to the MERA system, but they are not new sites in 2 

the sense that they don't exist today in some fashion.   3 

As we go through the presentation, you'll see 4 

that many of the existing sites will still work with the 5 

system.  The new sites have existing facilities on them.  6 

Whether they're communication facilities or other public 7 

utilities, all of the new sites do have some disturbance on 8 

them.  And then with the new system, we'll be able to 9 

decommission five sites.  We'll go ahead and turn to slide 10 

8 and look at the project map.  And I'll go ahead and list 11 

off all of the sites that we're going to be using in the 12 

Next Gen Project System.  13 

So the existing sites are at Civic Center, Big 14 

Rock Ridge, Mt. Tamalpais, Mt. Barnabe, Point Reyes Hill, 15 

Dollar Hill, San Pedro Ridge, Mt. Tiburon, Sonoma Mountain 16 

and Stewart Point.  The existing sites are denoted part of 17 

the legend with a circle.   18 

The new sites include the Prime Site at the 19 

Emergency Operations Facility, Tomales, Coyote Peak, 20 

Skyview Terrace, Muir Beach, Wolfback Ridge, Mt. Burdell at 21 

OTA Broadcasting, Mill Valley Water Tank.  And those new 22 

sites are denoted by a triangle on the exhibit shown on 23 

slide 8.   24 

And the five decommissioned sites are shown with 25 
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a gray square.  And those Forbes Hill in San Rafael, Mt. 1 

Burdell near Novato, Mill Valley City Hall and the Public 2 

Safety Building or police station, and the Bay Hill Road 3 

site in Sonoma County. 4 

With that, I'll turn it over to Paul Curfman, for 5 

slide 9.  6 

MR. CURFMAN:  Thanks, Ernest.   7 

Slide 9 shows a copy of the spreadsheet that 8 

describes each of the site improvements.  And this 9 

spreadsheet is up to show you how it's really laid out, not 10 

so much to actually read the contents of it. There's a copy 11 

of the spreadsheet on the handout that has the map, so an 12 

11 X 17 handout with a map on one side.  And then also in 13 

the back we have two boards that have the same spreadsheet 14 

that is fully readable and you can discern all of the site 15 

improvements.   16 

There's 26 sites, which are on the rows from top 17 

to bottom.  The fist site is across the top.  It's the 18 

Emergency Operations Facility or the EOF, sometimes called 19 

the Prime Site.  And that is where the Marin County 20 

Sherriff's offices are and Central Dispatch.   21 

Then the existing sites are shown in green.  And 22 

there are multiple existing sites, like two at the Civic 23 

Center, continuing down on page one to site 13.  All these 24 

sites are numbered in the same order that they're presented 25 
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in the original EIR that was certified in 2000.  That's the 1 

reason for this numbering system, so when you go to the 2 

next page you'll see that the higher numbered sites, sites 3 

number 20 through 26, are the new sites.  Those are new to 4 

MERA as Earnest mentioned.  They are not necessarily 5 

undeveloped sites.  In fact, all of them have existing 6 

infrastructure on them including MMWD water tanks, a cell 7 

tower in one case, a water well headsite at Coyote Peak.   8 

On this spreadsheet also, the sites are located 9 

by the assessor's parcel number as well as the coordinates 10 

where they are specifically located on latitude and 11 

longitude, so that they can be found through mapping 12 

programs.   13 

And then the last two columns on this spreadsheet 14 

describe the existing facilities that are found at the 15 

site.  And the final column on the right side, it shows the 16 

proposed facilities that the next gen project will complete 17 

at the site.  It's the difference between the existing 18 

facilities and the proposed facilities at each site that 19 

will be the focus of this Subsequent EIR.   20 

So the two spreadsheets that we've been talking 21 

about are on slides 9 and 10.  And I just wanted to briefly 22 

mention the eight new sites at the bottom, that the Prime 23 

Site in fact, is the existing Sheriff's Dispatch Center.  24 

Tomales is number 20.  It's got an existing cell tower site 25 
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and there are well, numerous other sites that we can talk 1 

about.  The spreadsheet describes the existing facilities 2 

on each site.  3 

We picked three sites to go through in the 4 

presentation here today as example sites.  The first site 5 

is the Dollar Hill Site; this is number 10 on the 6 

spreadsheet.  And this is an existing site.  It's one of 7 

the most visible sites in Eastern Marin County.  It's in 8 

the middle of San Rafael and it can be seen from Highways 9 

101 and 580, as you're coming in to San Rafael.  This 10 

photograph is actually taken from the San Rafael High 11 

School ball field.  And it's a shared site.  There are two 12 

towers on the site.  You can see, right at the apex of 13 

Dollar Hill is the single tower.  That's the MERA tower.  14 

And then there's a triple tower just off to the right or to 15 

the northwest of the top of the hill and that is a 16 

privately owned site.  And these are images of those.  The 17 

MERA site is the taller, more slender tower.  And the 18 

privately-owned site is the triple tower.   19 

So on that central more slender tower, that tower 20 

is a 65-foot tall three-legged tower.  Each of the faces 21 

are about 12-feet wide or probably exactly 12-feet wide.  22 

There are two buildings on the site that are about 10 feet-23 

by-20 feet, and a water tank and a pump on the site.  So 24 

that's what's represented in the elevation on the left.   25 
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And then on the right you can see that there's a 1 

slightly different tower design, but essentially it's 2 

similar.  On that tower, there are minor equipment changes 3 

proposed.  This is slide 13 that we're looking at.  And on 4 

the proposed equipment, it modifies a couple of the 5 

microwave dishes and antenna sites.  There's two dishes 6 

added, two dishes removed, eight antennas added and three 7 

antennas removed.  So there's a combination of addition and 8 

subtraction that ultimately make the visible changes on the 9 

tower.   10 

Another site that we chose as an example, the 11 

second of the example sites is Tomales.  And this is shown 12 

on slide 14.  And this is an example of a single use site.  13 

It's minimally developed at this point.  It has a cellular 14 

equipment building and a couple of cell towers on the 15 

knoll.  This is just north on Highway 1 north of Tomales.  16 

And at this site, in addition to the cell tower equipment 17 

that is there MERA proposes to add a new 75-foot tall 18 

monopole, a new shelter just to the right of that equipment 19 

structure approximately the same size as that as well as an 20 

emergency generator, a fuel tank and a fence around the 21 

facility.  New power will have to be brought into it as 22 

well and that will follow the same path that provides power 23 

to this piece of equipment.   24 

So this is the diagram of that site, of the 25 
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proposed equipment there.  The 75-foot monopole is the 1 

vertical element on the left.  Pretty much all you're going 2 

to see there is that vertical monopole.  Just be aware that 3 

the horizontal lines and the diagonal lines are all leader 4 

lines, describing what's visible on that elevation.  5 

Everything that is there in the drawing is a proposed 6 

element including microwave dishes and vertical antennas.   7 

In the third site shown on slide 16.  And it's 8 

the Mt. Tiburon site.  The Mt. Tiburon site is existing and 9 

this is adjacent to two existing twin MMWD water tanks on 10 

Mt. Tiburon.  It provides a direct line of sight to a 11 

couple of different towers.  I can't remember right now.  12 

And it's pretty well camouflaged in the woods.  It's 13 

adjacent to large lot residences in the neighborhood.  14 

There's also an open space next to it.  There is a public 15 

trail that goes right next to the fence, adjacent to it.  16 

You can see the fence in the center of the photograph.  17 

The existing facilities here include an existing 18 

60-foot tall monopole in the center of the photograph, as 19 

well as a smaller 22-foot monopole.  The design was 20 

intended to minimize visual impacts and as a result of the 21 

EIR that was produced in 2000 and those were some of the 22 

mitigation measures brought to bear on the project.   23 

The next slide, slide 17, shows the elevations at 24 

the Mt. Tiburon site, comparing the existing to the 25 
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proposed.  We saw the existing.  And the proposed would 1 

swap out microwave dishes that pretty much look the same 2 

and a couple of new antennas would be placed on top of the 3 

monopole.  And visually, that's pretty much all you're 4 

going to see at Mt. Tiburon.   5 

The next slide is slide 18 and John is going to 6 

present the CEQA requirements and the scope of our 7 

analysis.   8 

MR. ROBERTO:  My name is John Roberto, an 9 

Environmental Consultant working with MERA.   And I'd like 10 

to talk right now a little bit about this Supplemental 11 

Environmental Impact Report process.  Slide number 18, 12 

outlines the subsequent EIR.  When we were doing this, 13 

there was a full EIR prepared back in the year 2000 14 

comprised of three large volumes.  Those are available to 15 

see and to read on the MERA CEQA website, which we have 16 

copies of the address here in the Notice of Preparation, if 17 

you wanted to look at that.  And you can then read the 18 

document there.   19 

The Subsequent EIR is going to evaluate the Next 20 

Generation Project.  And we are going to look at the 21 

changes that occurred both as a result of the project and 22 

how the environment may have changed at each one of these 23 

sites.  So we're going to go back and revisit the year 2000 24 

EIR to validate the information in there.  And we'll make 25 
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whatever changes to the EIR that are necessary to bring it 1 

up to date; and the subsequent EIR will identify any new or 2 

more significant impacts that result from the Next Gen 3 

Project.  4 

In the Supplemental EIR, we will also consider 5 

alternatives to the project.  And we'll also evaluate 6 

cumulative impacts, such as when you place antennas on an 7 

existing tower with other facilities for other users, as we 8 

have in the case of the San Rafael site.  We'll look at the 9 

cumulative impact of the radio frequency impacts of all 10 

those facilities together and evaluate what that will be.  11 

The SEIR will also take a look at the cumulative 12 

visual impacts of the MERA site at combined sites with 13 

other facilities to see if that makes a significant change.  14 

So those are the kinds of things that we're going to look 15 

at in the Subsequent EIR.   16 

Now in terms of the scope, the scope of the 17 

Subsequent EIR is we are going to look at every aspect of 18 

the environment, starting with geology and the climatology 19 

and the biology.  But based on the findings of the original 20 

EIR, which was certified in the year 2000, we believe that 21 

the effects of the MERA project will be similar, because it 22 

is a similar type of project.  And those impacts are really 23 

in the areas of aesthetics, the visual impact of the 24 

facilities in the locations where they are placed, the 25 



 

  
 

CALIFORNIA REPORTING, LLC 
229 Napa Street, Rodeo, California 94572 (510) 224-4476 

 
 

  15 

biologic resources at some of the new sites where there may 1 

be other facilities there, but we're going to occupy new 2 

ground in that area.  And we'll look at what the effects 3 

are on the local biology there.  We'll look at the radio 4 

frequency exposure, as I mentioned earlier, at all of the 5 

sites.  We'll evaluate the existing condition.  We'll 6 

evaluate what the MERA project will do.  And we'll evaluate 7 

what the MERA project will do in sequence with all the 8 

other facilities that may be there from other users, at 9 

these combined sites.   10 

Also, we'll be looking at cultural resources and 11 

we'll be having consultations with Native American groups 12 

and tribes in this area.  And we'll evaluate what those 13 

impacts are under Senate Bill 52 that was passed to give 14 

real consideration to the impacts on cultural resources.   15 

We'll also look at land use regulations and how 16 

they may have changed since the original EIR was certified 17 

in the year 2000.  Other impacts we'll look at will be 18 

noise and others, but why are we concentrating on these?   19 

Well, typical impacts that you might expect in an 20 

EIR, one is traffic.  Everybody likes to talk about 21 

traffic.  But in this situation, after we have construction 22 

completed, the traffic generated by this facility will be 23 

on the average of one trip a month for a technician to come 24 

to the site and check out the equipment.  If maintenance 25 
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needs to be done, there may be more trips, but this will 1 

not generate a whole lot of traffic trips on the local road 2 

network.  So those are the areas of focus of the Subsequent 3 

EIR.   4 

I'd like to talk just briefly now about the 5 

process.  The last few days back, on May 17th, we issued a 6 

Notice of Preparation that MERA was going to prepare a 7 

Subsequent EIR.  This is on slide 20.  That MERA was going 8 

to prepare a Subsequent EIR, that we are holding a MERA 9 

Scoping Meeting tonight, May 31st.   10 

And after this, the scoping period will end on 11 

June 18th.  This is the time period when anyone who's 12 

interested in this report and the environmental impacts 13 

should submit comments on what they want MERA to consider 14 

in their SEIR.  What should we consider in the SEIR?  Have 15 

we missed anything?  And these are the comments we're 16 

looking for from the public and other public agencies.  17 

They have until June 18th, under the law, to submit those 18 

comments.  And they there's a closing period under the law.  19 

Over the summer, after the end of that, we will 20 

prepare the Draft EIR.  And the EIR will be prepared by a 21 

firm called WRA that is under contract to MERA to prepare 22 

the Draft EIR.  When that Draft EIR is completed, and we 23 

expect that to be sometime in the fall, we don't know 24 

exactly how long it's going to take, but that EIR will be 25 
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quite detailed.  It'll be a detailed description of the 1 

project.  It'll give detailed impacts on all of these 2 

sites.  There'll be visual photo simulations of each of 3 

these sites and the new facilities go in there, so all the 4 

information will be in this draft.  5 

When we receive that draft and it's ready for 6 

publication, we'll issue a Notice of Completion of the 7 

draft.  That notice will go in the paper.  The draft will 8 

become available both on the website and we'll have other 9 

ways to get the draft to people in libraries.  There'll be 10 

a 45-day review period, where the public can look at this 11 

Draft EIR and submit comments on the draft to the MERA 12 

Board.  MERA will also hold a public meeting during that 13 

45-day period, to receive public comment on the Draft EIR.  14 

Once that process is ended, MERA will then direct its staff 15 

to prepare the Final Environmental Impact Report.   16 

Now the Final Environmental Impact Report will 17 

consist of all comments received on the Draft EIR.  We will 18 

prepare written responses to all those comments that were 19 

submitted on the draft.  We will issue a Notice of 20 

Availability when we have completed all those responses to 21 

comments and they are available for public review.  I 22 

anticipate that there will be a public review period of 23 

about 14 days on the Final EIR.   24 

The MERA board will hold a meeting to consider 25 
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the Final EIR.  They may or may not take public comments at 1 

that meeting.  They are not required to do so, by law.  But 2 

they will hold a meeting to consider the Final EIR.  And at 3 

that point, we anticipate that the MERA Board will make a 4 

decision on the Final EIR or at some meeting they set later 5 

after that meeting.   6 

What will happen is, once the SEIR has been 7 

certified, then the MERA Board can consider its project and 8 

whether or not they want to make any changes to that 9 

project or not.  And at that point, the MERA Board can move 10 

forward with the project or modified project and the EIR 11 

process will have been completed.   12 

Ernest?   13 

MR. KLOCK:  Thank you, John.   14 

So that concludes our presentation.  It is now 15 

7:27.  I want to make note that one member of the public 16 

has arrived during the presentation and if there's no 17 

questions on the presentation, we would love to open it for 18 

public comment on this project.   19 

(Off mic colloquy.) 20 

MR. KLOCK:  Off the record please.  21 

(Off the record at 7:26 p.m.) 22 

(On the record at 8:30 p.m.)  23 

MR. KLOCK:  No additional members of the public 24 

showed up.   We are hereby closing the Public Scoping 25 
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Meeting of the MERA Next Gen Subsequent EIR Project.   1 

(The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.) 2 

 3 
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From: MERA-EIR
Sent: Wednesday, June 6, 2018 2:01 PM
To:  

Subject: FW: Your Presentation to City of Mill Valley City Council from June 4, 2018

FYI 
 

Ernest Klock 
Assistant Director 
Marin County Department of Public Works 
3501 Civic Center Dr., San Rafael, CA 94913 
Ph: (415) 473‐6552   Fax: (415) 473‐3724 
eklock@marincounty.org 
 
From: aivan@cityofmillvalley.org <aivan@cityofmillvalley.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 9:26 AM 
To: MERA‐EIR <MERA‐EIR@marincounty.org> 
Subject: Your Presentation to City of Mill Valley City Council from June 4, 2018 
 
Ann Ivan would like information about:  
Hello Mr. Klock,  
I work for City of Mill Valley (Code Enforcement) and I have also recently become a HAM KM6QIW and learning all I can 
about radio. I am also becoming a Southern Marin FD Fire Lookout for Gardner and Dickson lookouts. Would you be able 
to send me the power point presentation, please? I am very interested in how the topography affects transmissions.  
Thank you for all your hard work.  
‐Ann Ivan 707‐230‐1583cell or 415‐389‐4203  

Email Disclaimer: http://www.marincounty.org/main/disclaimers 





 Public Comment Regard MERA Project Upgrade  

To: mera‐eir@marincounty.org 

I am a resident of the Novato, Marin Valley Mobile Home Country Club, and a 55+ senior 

community. This is a City of Novato owned property. 

I am a volunteer of this community’s Marin Valley Emergency Safety Team (MVEST) and a 

volunteer of the Marin County CERTS organization 

As a CERTS and MVEST volunteer, residents are trained in proper emergency response 

techniques by local Fire and Police officials.  In MVEST, close to 60 resident volunteers are 

regularly trained in the first response to neighborhood emergencies.   An important part of our 

training is in the use of 2 Way radio communications, currently with business class radios 

within the Park.  I also have an FCC General Class Ham Radio License and am a participating 

member of ARRL including its ARES, Amateur Radio Emergency Service. 

Across the United States and its Territories, we have recently experienced many disasters.  As 

an example the last year’s Tubbs Fire, currently Hawaii’s volcano eruption and Colorado’s Fire, 

to name a few.  In many of these disasters, First Responders have been supported by NGOs, 

from local ARES Ham Radio groups in recovery efforts. 

In September 2017, A Grass fire broke out at the perimeter of Marin Valley Mobile Country 

Club. The fire consumed some 20 acres of hillside around the Park before it was contained by 

Aerial bombers and the local fire dept. MVEST volunteers were able to coordinate with local 

Police and fire personnel in a temporary evacuation of approximately 310 residents.   

MERA and local governments seem to follow a resistive doctrine of preventing local 

neighborhood emergency organization such as MVEST to participate as viable partners in the 

support of first responders. MVEST has been operating for several years and has proven itself 

to being effective and responsive to residents of Marin Valley Mobile Country Club and not 

circumventing first responders. Other similar neighborhood groups have experienced the 

same resistive response from MERA officials, that being Marin Teams, 

marinteams@mailman.qth. 

As a FCC General License holder I understand the responsibility and liabilities of my use of 

national radio waves.  Currently private repeaters offer limited coverage and reception on 2 

meter and 70 centimeter bands. Attempts to install private repeaters to cover all of Marin is 

impossible both logistically and financially.  It is in the best interest of all residents of Marin 

County, who have voted for the MERA project, to have additional means of personal 



emergency communications capabilities during long term complete cell phone and landline 

failures and for emergency disasters.  

It is my hope and request that in the planning and the installation of the new MERA system 

that approval is made for and granted for the installation of repeaters  on each site that can be 

accessed on the 2 meter and 70 centimeter bands or better.  

Access can be authorized to communities that have developed a well organized group of 

neighborhood emergency response teams that have been recognized by local Fire 

Departments. These communities like Marin Valley Mobile Country Club is one of these 

communities and also has volunteers who have FCC General Licenses and who are well trained 

in the Protocol and Discipline of radio usage endorsed by local Fire and Police jurisdictions.  

Please review and adopt the inclusion of 2meter and 70 centimeter repeater installations on 

all proposed MERA projected sites. 

Cordially; 

By: Joseph DeAvila, KK6SCN  Date: June 15, 2018 

196 Marin Valley Drive 

Novato CA 94949 

Cc: Novato City Council 

Cc: Marc Levine 

Cc: arodriguez@marinij.com 
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From: MERA-EIR
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 2:20 PM
To:

FW: MERA NEXT GENERATION SYSTEM SUMMARY Comments

FYI 
 

Ernest Klock 
Assistant Director 
Marin County Department of Public Works 
3501 Civic Center Dr., San Rafael, CA 94913 
Ph: (415) 473‐6552   Fax: (415) 473‐3724 
eklock@marincounty.org 
 

From: MERA‐EIR  
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2018 4:54 PM 
To: smforsman <smforsman@gmail.com>; MERA‐EIR <MERA‐EIR@marincounty.org> 
Subject: RE: MERA NEXT GENERATION SYSTEM SUMMARY Comments 
 
Thanks for your comments Misty.  Some of the answers to your questions were in my presentation on May 31 (I think 
you may have missed some/all of it).  In short, voters approved Measure A in 2014 providing funding for the Next Gen 
System… 
 
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/bs/board‐actions‐meetings/2014/july/july‐22/mera 
 
We are required (by the FCC) to vacate the T‐band spectrum frequencies used for the existing system and move to the 
700 mHz band of frequencies in the next several years.  The equipment needs to be changed.  This is a public safety 
communication system used primarily by Fire/Law, but MERA has 25 member agencies… 
 
http://meraonline.org/ 
 
The general public cannot use this system, but benefits greatly from timely emergency response. 
 
I don’t think there’s any danger at all from the proposed equipment.  The FCC has strict rules about exclusionary fencing 
to keep people away from potential harm and 700 mHz systems have been in use extensively throughout the State for 
some time.  I’ve not heard of any ill effects. 
 
We will be giving a presentation about the Skyview proposed tower in mid‐July to the Marinwood neighborhoods.  I 
suspect all your questions will be answered if you attend and I will keep all these in mind when generating the 
presentation.  I will let you know when it’s scheduled. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ernest Klock 
Assistant Director 
Marin County Department of Public Works 
3501 Civic Center Dr., San Rafael, CA 94913 
Ph: (415) 473‐6552   Fax: (415) 473‐3724 
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eklock@marincounty.org 
 
From: smforsman <smforsman@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2018 4:15 PM 
To: MERA‐EIR <MERA‐EIR@marincounty.org> 
Subject: MERA NEXT GENERATION SYSTEM SUMMARY Comments 
 

TO:        Ernest Klock, MERA Operations Director 
FROM:    MISTY FORSMAN 
                  51 Skyview Terrace, San Rafael, CA 94903 
                   smforsman@gmail.com 
                    415-686-4150   
RE:          MERA Comments 
 
Dear Mr. Klock, 
 
Here are some questions and comments regarding this project which I did not see in the 
materials available online. If you addressed these at the meeting I attended, I apologize that I 
missed them. 
 
The following are some questions I have that I would appreciate being addressed in subsequent Public Information: 

1.        Why this particular plan?  It is unclear why this particular plan was developed although it does appear to be 

well‐thought out. 

2.       Why now? Is there a particular event, or set of events, that contribute to the precise timing of this system? 

3.       How will the public interact with the MERA system – or will they? How does the public get information 

about events happening throughout the county? 

4.       The term “radio” is in the language description; does that imply that having a radio is necessary and/or 

important to residents? What about visitors? 

5.       Safety – what are the dangers of the equipment, and from the equipment, proposed in this plan…health 

wise, and are there any other safety impacts? Are the areas next to and near installations safe? Is there danger 

from electromagnetic energy or radio or other energy signals? 

6.       While this is called the “Marin…” plan, does it benefit and impact other counties? 

7.       Regarding the financing of this plan, please advise regarding the source of funding.  Is this financed by 

Marin homeowners through taxes? Do renters also contribute? Is there a bond issue?  Do other counties who 

might be beneficiaries of the MERA system contribute financially – or contribute in other ways? 

8.       The information available [MERA NEXT GENERATION SYSTEM ‐ SUMMARY PROJECT DESCRIPTION IN 

ADVANCE OF CEQA ‐ SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (SEIR)] mentions that the project is 

“expected to operate for 20 years.” With advances in technology coming to market in shorter and shorter cycles, 

this seems like an unrealistic time frame. Please comment on this concern. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Misty Forsman 
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